o Faos and Jaooists.

Sweei reader ! Witk the aid o the editorial
boot, 1 retived vather abruptiy lrom the columnns ot
the inaugweal issue o1 ‘Tne Qutiook upon tue 10t
inst. But do you suppose 1 nave been dle in the
meantime 7 No.  Lite is wo short for inaction.
Thercfore, armed with o 10U-ton microscope, 1 have
been improving my golden moments at the pack, i
i painstaking searceh for evidences of the visibitity
of the statue of Burns and Uighland Mary, alleged
to huve been placed upon the granite pedestal near
the aviary.,  Dear reader! Believe me, or believe
me not, but I assure you, upon the word of an honesi
man, that 1 have positively detected traces of the
Lilliputian bronze aforesaid; yea, with all certainty,
the said bronze can be actually seen mwinder b good
micrascope; although somewhat trying (o the nukea
eye.

“What is it like ?7 you ask me. Have you not
seen it for yourself 2 Pardon me, 1 was forgetting
your difticulty in the matter. Well) so fur as 1
could detect, after a close wiscroscopical exXamina.
tion. Burns  wears shoes, and {lighland Mary is
barcfooted. This is the gist of it all. In those days
(as 10 our own) poefs were paid perhaps suflicient
to provide footwear for themselves; but thelr Jady
Joves had to go barefooted. On the whole the
statue, what there is of it, is an exceilent work oi
art.

After all. to attempt to do jusiice to grind oid
Robbie, we might mould him in bronze as stupend-
ous as the Colossuy of Rhodes, and yet nat tao
highly exalt his splendid poetical achievemeniss for
his memory is noi only dear to Scotland and Reoteh
men, but will live enshrined for ever in the throb.
bing heart of humanity, IHail bard of Scotia !

Those who are charitably inclined cannot do
belter than take a tip from the members of the Siik
and Powder Bilking Brigade of Cadgers, who te
cently visited town in the inferests of charity.
Nearly $130. Think of it. charitable fricads ! And
all this money just waiting here to e nneoflered at
the silken-skirted and powder-bedecked entveaty of
the glib stxanger ! Why do not the L.dies of Vie
toria organize on these lines 2 Let each member
provide herself with a silk skirt and a box of rouge,
and Ler appeal for charity will then bleed heards of
stone.  As i matter of faet, the Yankeeprankees
pulled gold out of Victorians never before known 1o
contribute even the widow's mite to i charitabie
institution,

1At this point. the faddist was scized with a
sudden thirst, or 2 desire for fresh air. or solitude,
and departed. fombling his pockets—Ed.)

DANCING

Having taken “Harmony Hall” and the
“Philharmonic Hall,” I am now prepared to
teach Dancing. Also to let the Hall for Balls,
Concerts, etc.

PROF. A. C. BEECH

Address, 45 View Street.
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South Etrican Topics.

Farming in the fransvaal is o somewhat pre-
caricus business. The land generally is light and
none too fertile, and a good supply of irrigation
witer is o very necessury adunct o suceess; in
faet, for winter crops, it is absolutely essential, but
summer crops go on all right without it, as rains
ave plentiful in January, February, and Mareh, and
usually a fair amownt from spring time, September
on to November; this is nei always the case, how-
ever, as the vegular winter drought, May to August,
sometimes continues on to October. It may be ad-
visuble to cmphasize the fact that if is unusual to
et any min from May to Angust after the tirst
frosts, and sometimnes none after April has set in;
an oceasional shower or perhaps a storm may come
in dugust and Seplember. The nights in June and
Ioly are very cold and the days hot. Iee on a dam
(ponds strong enough to hear a flock of farge Tou-
lonse geese at 7 aane has all disuppeared by 10 am.

The chief product is mealies (maize) and oats;
thwe former is the food of the country, being the sole
foo? of the native, =0 to speak, more so than bread
ix of the Jaborer in Eoeland, beeause the employer
supplies mealic meal 1o the native laborer as his
regalar food—about 2Jbs. daily—and about o pound
of meat per head. onee a week or once 2 month, Tins
custom is gradually dymg out, and only mealie meal
supplicd.  The pative on and near the goldficlds
earss on an average 108, to GUs, per month, and can
well attord 1o buy other food for himself if be
wishes, but does not often do so.  Mealies are exten-
siveivy used for feeding horses and mules, and alse
for fattening purposes, if by chance anything should
be stadled or penned up for fattening, which, how.
ever. is a rave occurrence. Qats are not threshed
out but sold in the bundle sheaf), and the whole
ent up by sickle, or sometimes in a chatl-cutter,
and fed o horses and mules, The @op is carted to
market on waggons, and  disposed of usually, at
prices varying from 15s. 10 50s. per 100 bundles, and
sontetimes up {o L, or §5s. if of good quatlity, and
short fine straw; this latter quality is called “Boer
haver™” and is always grown throngl the winter on
gronnd not heavily manured; it takes rust too much
if grown in summer rains. Potatoes are sometimes
very protitable, two creps being obtained a year,
but one eannot produce one’s own seed for both
crons.

The usual size of a Boer farm is 3,000 morgen
(6.000 acres), and it is rare to find much of it cul
tivatted, probably 20 or 30 morgen, unless some por-
tion of it has been let off to an “Uitlander,” who
very soon plouglrs np the ground and puts in crops.
Manuring  is. however, somewhat of a dificulty.
There are no straw yards to make dung, but the
cattle “kraals” provide a fair amount from drop-
pings alone for a few niorgen. A moderate simount
of Lione meal has been obtainable the last two or
three yeavs at £12 10s, per ton, and superphosphate
at £16. Roots or feeding stufis for cows or cattle
have been an unknown gnantity to the general
fartner. but in the case of a few daivy farmers are
now being grown, and a little hay is made from the
coavse veldt grass. When 1 took my farm and im-
wediitely commenced hay-making, the neighboring
Boers came to seé what mad trick the Rooinek was



