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Mr. Chitd had filled the office of Inspector since the creation of that
office, in 1851. He bad been for many years a member of the House of
Assembly for Lower-Caunda before the Union. He was universally
beloved and estcemed, and the local newspapers have testified to his
meny virtues. As an {nspector, he had great zeal and activiiy,
considering his advanced age and bestowed great attention to the
state of educatlon in his extensive district, as may beseen by the extracts
of his reports, published witk those of the Superintendent. As a politi-
cian, Mr. Child was Jong connected with the liberal or reform party of
Lower Canada, and, we believe, was held in great esteem by Mr, Papinean,
Mr. Morin, and the other leaders of the party. .

— A horlug siccus, a collection of marine plants, & collection of cana-
disn ornithology, embracing 130 specimens well stuffed, a small collection
‘of entomological specimens, and & beautiful collection of canadian but.
terflies, were recently added to the museum of the Jacques Cactier Normal
School. The birds and the butterflies were collected and prepared by Cé-
salre Germain, Esq, of St. Vincent de Paul, Inspector of Schools. Mr.
Germain is well versed in canadian natural history and although he
could not make & present of these collections which have cost him somo
money, be has laudably left them for half the price at which they were
valuated by a competent person, The berbarium of marioe plants was
offered by Madame Faure, of Berthier ; they were collected on the coasts
of Brittany, near Limoilou, the residence of Jacques Cartier.

— A large number of catholic boys in one of the common schools, in
Boston, having refused to read the protestant version of the Bible, or to
recite the decalogue from that version, one of them, named Thomas
Wall, was flogged by the sub-master of 1be school.” The sub-master
was sued aud discharged by Judge Maiae, as baving merely enforced
the law of the land. The case has brought about an interesting contro-
versy in the public papers of the United States and has created no small
excitement throughout the catbolic community of Awmerica. The teachers
sud pupils of Nativity Sunday School, New-York, have presented young
Wall with a gold cross bearing the inscription: * To Thomas L. Wall
for his heroic conduct at the Riliot School, Boston.”

In a communication to the ~ard of School Commissioners of Boston,
on that subject, the Right Rev. J. B. Fitzpatrick, R. C., Bishop of Boston,
made the following pointa: 1st, Catholics cannot under any circum-
stances acknowledge, receive and use a8 a complete collection and fitith-
ful version of the inspired books which compose the written Word of
God, the English-Protestant version of the Bible. 2nd. The acceptance
and the recital of the Decalogue under the form and words in which
protestants clothe it, is offensive to the conscience and belief of catholica.
3rd. The chanting of the Lord's Prayer, or psalms or hymns, addressed
to God, perfarmed by mapy persons in unison, being neither a scholastic
exercise nor recreation, can only be regarded asan act of public worship.
1ndeed it is profeasedly intended as suchin the regulations which govern
our public schools.

— William H. Powell, late Superintendent of Public ‘Instruction in
Nilinois, in his report to the Legislature thus suma up the general results
of the last two years in that department :

1. The establishment of a State Normal University.

2. The organizstion of a system of school district libraries, and the
isnuoduction of one thousand of the same into the school districts of the

tate.

3. The building of three thousand school houses in the various school
districts in the State.

4. The sustaining of free schools for early seven months, during cach
of the school years, 1857 and 1858, in nearly all the school districts of
1be State.

5. The organization of about two thousand new school districts. in
the State. -

6. The organization of over fifty Teachers’ Institutes in the various
countics of the State.

7. The conversion of over itwo-thirds of the private academies and
seminaries, which bad an existence in the State, two years since, into
public Graded Schools under the law.

8. The introduction of the most approved styles of school furniture
g;d ‘:pptnuw into a considerable number of the school districts of the

.

. 9. The awakening and baoilding up of an allqéowerful and constantly
increasing public opinion, in all portions of the State, and especially the
wutbern, in favor of popular education, which has 10 parallel in the
bistory of the tountry.

N. Bateman, for some time cditor of the Jllinois Teacker, has succecded
r. Powell, as Superintendent of Public Instruction.

SCIEXTIFIO INTELLIGENCE.

—Professor Morse the inventor of the Insem systems of electric tele-
graph has been created Knight Commander of the Order of Isabella the
atholic; the Swedish Roy-f Academy of Science has also elected him a
foreign member of the academy.

Dmatn or HousoLpt.—Among the items of intelligenes by the Canada
is an angouucement of the death, on the 61h instant, of the illustrious
philosopher, Baron Alexahder von Humbolt. He was bora in Berlin on
the 14th September, 1769 (which was also the natal year of Napoleon
and Weilington), and had thercforz, at the time of his death, nearly
completed his ninetieth year. His long life was so usefully and indefa.
tigably employed that he has left behind him the reputation of a com-
prehensive mastory over all the departments of natural science, greatly
beyond what has been attained by any of his contemporaries. His lirst
work, * The Basalt on the Rhine,” was published in 1790, nearly three
score and ted years ago, being the fruit of his observations during aa ex-
cursion while pursuiog his university studies. In the spring and summer
of that year he made a tour through Belgium, Holland, England, and
France. Havinga slron% penchant for the cultivation of phy- ical science,
e repaired, in 1791, to the School of Mines and Freiberg, where he re-
ceived private les:ons from the celebrated Werner, A year or two later,
ho published a treatise on the fossil botany of Freiberg. He was for
three years about this period Superintendent of Mines in Franconia.
But his thicst for foreign travel became irrepressible, and, resigning his
oftice, lic repaired to Vienna, in 1795, to prepare himself for travel. In
the first place he made a journey with Hatler to North Italy, to study
the volcauic theory of rocks in the mountains of that district. In 1797,
he was about to §\r0ceed to Naples with a similsr object in view, but
wasg stop; ed by the events of war, and turned his steps to Paris, “where
hie made the acquaintance of Bonpland, the cclebrated naturalist. In
1798, ko procee%ed to Spaiu, whence, in the spring of the following year,
accompanied by Bonpland, hie sailed for the New World Landing at
Cumana in July, 1799, he immediately began bis South American explo-
rations. Four years were speot in travelling through the tropical regions
of South America, and makiog himself acquainted with *heir productions
and natural history. During these explorations he accumulated a vast
body of facts of much interest in the various departments of scieace. On
June 23, 1802, Humboldt and Bonpland reached 4 height of 19,230 feet
on Chimborazo, a greater height than had ever before been attained. At
this extreme elevation, the adventurous travellers were enveloped in
thick fogs, and in an atmosphere of the most piercing cold, while, on ac-
count of the rarity of the air they breathed with difficulty, and blood
burst from their lips and eyes. Only oncehas the elevation they reached
on the Chimborazo been surpassed, when Boussingault in 1831 by a dif-
ferent path attained a height of-19,600 feet. In 1803 Humboldt and Boxn-
pland proceeded to Mexico, and spent several months in exploring the
volcanic regions of that country. In the following year they weat to
Cuba, where they spent two months, and then visited the United States.
Having made but a brief sojourn there, they sailed for Europe, and in
August, 1804, Humboldt 1anded at Harre, richer than any previons tra-
veller in collecticns of interesting objects, and in observations in the field
of the natural sciences, in botany, zcology, geology, geography, statistics
and ethnology. On his return to Burope he tovk up his residence in
Paris, where having made the acquaintance of Gay-Lussac, he devot:d
himself for some months to chemical researches. Shorily afterwards be
commenced a serics of gigantic publications, giving the result of his ob-
servations in every departro®nt of science. Up to 1817, four-fifths of the
intended work bad been published in parts, each of which cost in the
matket more than $500. Since then the publication bas gone on more
slowly, and is leftincomplete. After a journey to Italy, he returned to
Berlin in December, 1805, In 1807 he accompanied Priace William of
Prussia on a political mission to France, and with a view 1o the publica-
tion of his works remained for the most part in Paristill 1627. He visited
Italy, howeever, in 1818, with Guy-Lusstc, and ufterwards travelled in
Eogland in 1826. In 1827 be took up his residence in Berlin, and, en-
joying the intimate friendship of h.s sovereign, was made a Councillor of
State, and catrusted with several diplomatic missions. In 1829, at the
desire of the Czar Nicholas, he made an expedit'on, accompanied by
Ebrenberg and Gustave Rose, to the Altai and Ural Mountains, for the
purpose ef examining those regions. Since 1842 Humboldt bas been en-
gaged in the preparation of the ¢ Cosmos,” the work by which he istost
widely and popularly known, and which scms up the results of hislife’s
stadies with regard 10 natural phenomena of all kinds, and the laws by
which the universe isregulated,

LITERARY INTILLIGENCE.

—Mr. de Tocqueville, the celebrated French publicist and litterateur,
dicd at Cannes, on tho  th of April 1ast. Alexis Gharles Henri Clérel
de Tocquevilie was born at Verneuil, the 29 of July, 1805, and conse-
quently was not yet 54 years of age, although his name bias been loog
before the public. By his mother be was a descendant of Malesherbes.
He was entrusted with judiciary fuoctions as carly 3s 1826. In 1831 he
was named with Mr. Gustave de Beaumont commissioner to investigate
the peaitentiary system of the United States. He visited Cavada at that
time on his return with his colleague and both were, we believe, in
Quebec, the guests of the late Hon. John Neilson, who had also been
entrusted with Judge Moandelet, of Three Rivers, with a similar
mission, and who published a very interesting report. Like all other
Freochmen who visit Canada, he war struck with the sprightliness
of the French language and mannery, and was delighted with his visit to
the beautiful parishes about Quebec.  Soon afier his return be published

his femous work ¥ De la Démocratie en Amérigue,” which Royer Collard



