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tegether with an intellectual mastery of te science of
teaching them. Another very important means of prepa-
ration is practice. Unfortunatety, this practice is, for te
most part, first had in the scliool.room. Eveni if the
teacher lias geL the intellectuai preparation recommended
she is flot yet ready to enter upon her work. She must
acquire a certain grace or tact, in the use of it. Sculpters
do net attempt the development of their artistic concep-
tions in the marble, until they have fashioned a medel
of theni in- plastic day. So, our teachers should first tax
their skill upon model classes, in the Normal Schoi, or
the Training Sehool, where defects may be at once detec-
ted and remedied without detriment te youthfui minds.

Happily for the cause of education, publie sentiment 15
growinir in the riglit direction. Soon, there will be few
engag,,es in thc profession of Laching, who have net lad
tIe benefits of a Normal course and se rved an appreiitice.
ship, in the management of classes. IL WoUld heè un fair
flot te admit that there are many excellent eachers who1
neyer enjoyed those advantages ; but they will acknowl-
edge, with us ail, that their attainments have been
gained at some expense te the interests of their pupils. Lt
mnust, on the other hand, be afflrmed that Normal train-
ing cannet qnaiify every one that undergees il; but it
rertainly improi'es al. And if we ever must place
precions, eternal minds, the best jewcls of earth, in the
charge of persons unfit for the trust, by teprament,
educatien, and habits ; then, at least, give th= persons
the most thorough and careful training that van he
ebtaiined .- ANooNOs in Pentn. S(- hool Journai(l.

Letter te a Studeuit Who. Lamented hie Defective
Mem.ory.

So far from writing, as yen seem te expect me te do, a
letter of condoience on the subject of what you are pieased
te cati your Ilmiserabie memery," I feet disposed rather
te mndi te a letter of congratulation. It is possible that yen
may be blessed with a selectin g memnory, which is net
only useful for what it retains, b ut for what iL rejects. In
the immense mass o! farts which come before you in
literature and in tife, iL is well that vou sîeutd suifer
from as littie bewilderment as possiblie. The nature of
your memory saves yen (rom this by uncensciously
selecting what lias interested yen, and letting the rest go
by. What interests yen is whaL concerns you.

In saying this, I speak simply fromn the inteilectual
point of view, and suppose yeu te le an intetiectuat man
Dy the natural organizatien of your brain, te begin with. i
In saying that what interests yen is what concerns yen,
I mean intellectnally, neot materially. It may concern
you, in the pecuniary sense, to take an interest i a the law;
!et your mind, left te itself, would take littie or ne inter
est in law, but an alsorbing interest in botany. The pas
stonate studies of the young Goethe, in many different
directions, always in obediene te the predominant inter
ests of tIe moment, are the lest exampte of the way in
'vhicî. a great intellect, witli remarkaixe powers of acqui-
siLion and liberty te grow in free luxuriance sends its
root, into varieus soils, and draws from theni the constit-
flents of its sap. As a student of law, as a university stu-
dent even, lie was net o! the ys whicli parents and
Professors consider satisfactery. e neglected jurispru-
dence, lie neglected even lis college studies, but tee an
illterest in se many other pursuits that his mind became
Pich indeed.

Yet the wealth xvhidli lis mind acquired seems te have
been due to tîat liberty of ranging by which iL was permit-
ted te him te scek lis own evervwîere, according te the

maxim of French law, chacun Prend son bien où il le trouve.
Had he been a poor student, bound down to the exclusively
legal stuldies, which did flot greatly interest him, it is
likely that no one would ever have suspected his immense
faculty of assimilation. In this way men, who are set
by others to load their memories with what is flot their
proper intellectuat food, neyer get the credit of hiaving
any memory at ail, and end by themselves believing that
they have nione. Thiese bad memories are often the best,
they are often the selecting memories. They setdom wm
distinction in examinations, but in literature and art,
they are quite incomparably superior te the miscella-
neous memories, that receive only as boxes and drawers
receive what is put into them. A good literary or artistic
memory is flot like a pest-office that takes in every thing,
but like a very well-edîted periodical, which prints
nothing that doos fot hai'monize with its. intellectuat
life. A well-known author gave mie this piece of advice:
Il Take as many notes as yvou like, but when you write
do not look at Iien--wvlat ou rernember is xvhat voen
must write, and yvou oughi tot give things exactly the
degree of relative importance that tley have in vour
memory. If you forget înuch, it is welI, iL xiii only save
beforehiand the laboi' of erasure. " This advice would not
be suitable te every author, lie who deait much in minute
facts ouglit to be allowed te refer to his memoranda ; but,
from the artistic point of view ini literature, the advice
was ivise indeed. In painting oui' preference selects while
we are in the presence of Nature, and our- memory selects
when we are away from Nature. The most beautiful
compositions are produced by the selecting office of thc
memory, which retains some features and even greatly
exaggerates them, while it diminishes others and often
attogether omits them. An artist who btamed himself
for these exaggerations and omissions wouild blame him-
self for being an artist.

Let me add a pretest against thie common -methods of
curing wliat are called treacherous memories. Tliey are
generally founded upon the ~emciation of ideas which is
so far rational, but then the sort of association which they
have recourse to is unnatural, and produces precisely the
sort of disorder which would be produced in dress if a
man were insane enough te tie, let us saya frying-ail
teonee of his coat-tails and a child'skite to theother.0 The
true discipline of the mmnd is to be efected only by asso-
ciating those things together which have a real relation
of some kind, and the profounder the relation the nmore
is iL based upon the natural constitution of thinga, and
the less it concerns trifling externat details, the better
xiii be the order of the intellect. The mnemotechnic art
wholly disregards this, and is therefore unsuited for
inteliectual persons, thougl iti may be of some practical
use in ordinary life. A littie book on memory, of which
many editions have been soid, suggests to men-who forget
their umbrellas that they ouglit always te, asseciate the
image of an umbrella with that of. an open door, se that
they could neyer leave any house without thinking or
ene. But wonld it not be preferabie te teose twe or three
guineas annually rather than see a spectral umbreita in
every door-way? The samne writer su ggests an idea

îwhich appears even more objectionabie. Because~ we are
aipt te tlose time, we ouglit, lie says, te imagine a skeleton
cdock-face on the visage of every man we talk with; that
is to say, we ouglit systematically te set about preducing
in our brains an absurd association of ideas, whicli is

Lquite closely aliied te one of the rnost common forms of
insanity. It is better te forget unibrelias and lose heurs
than MIî our minds with associations of a k.ird' Which
every disciplined intellect dees att it can te geL rid of.
The rational art of memory is that used in natural science.

3 We remember anatomy and botany because, althoughi
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