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IT appears, after an experiment of several
mouths, the ferry hoats plying hetween San
Franciseo and Oakland, which had heen titting
up for burming petroleum, have now gone
back to coal.
stand, so far as the consumption of fuel 1s con.
cerned, is sard to be decidedly in favor of
petroleum : but the trouble n .ts use came
from the intense heat produced, by which, or
by the peculiar nature of the combustion, the
won of both the furnaces and boilers began
indicate rapid deterioration - hence the 1etury
to coal.

The cconomy, as we under

Puck believes that if ticorge Westinghouse

would mvent an air brake that would stop u
grocer's bill in half its own length, he would |
carn the gratitude of thousands of estimable
people.  Our hively contemporary forgets thut |
the feats of the automratic were accomphished
only after shutting off steam. This necessary
preliminary cannot he accomplished n an or- |
dinary houschold 1f a buxom ook is pulhngli
hard to keep that hill tunnimy and the grocer |
has two clerks pushing behind to kecp the :
bill rolling up - Ratroad tfazette. l

Ine United States is interested in the con- ;
struct.on of an Alaskan ralroad, which, lf:
butlt all, must extend across the RBritish pos-
seasions. The project is looked upon with ;
favor by some of our most thoughtful and

- ing season’s business
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practical ¢itizens. and it scems likely that the

present generatton will not pass hefore a re
mathable ch i ze wiil be wrought in the Bt
1sh north west, gwing it an importance at
present imagined by hut few. - Radeay Reges.
ter.

ITis well known that more people are killed
and uured in the United Ntates by heing
struck with trains wiile walking on the track
than i uny other way.  The danger of track-
walking 1< not, howes er, confined to American

cralioads. A Glasgow paper lately gave an

account of two rinlroad men who went out in
a fog laying detonating signais upon the rails,
and both got killed by a train. A trackman
whe (hscavered the metilated remains of the
men went and reported the oceurrence at the
nearest station, and while he was returning to
the scene of the accident e, also, was run

“over by a train and instantly killed.

Tur four popular st amships of the Cunard
Line, the Etruria, Umhria, 4uwrama and Ser-
raa, which perform the fast passenyger express

.setvice between New York and Liverpool,

have 1ecently been docked (alternately) for
the purpose of having their hottoms scraped
and beng generally overhauled for the com
The wonderful trips of
these greyhounds have frequently been noted
in our columns, but the regulanity with which
the service has heen performed during this
winter 12 of considerable interest.  Of the si-
teen recent passages eastward the reported

“arrivals on the other side were as follows

On Fruday twice, on Naturday ten times, on
Sunday four times, the fastest trip being 6
days and 7 hours, and the slowest 8 days and
2 hours. It 1s expected from the ovethauling
these steamers have reccived this winter that
then time will be shorter than ever.

Mu, PE1ER GRANT, a well-known engineer,
now engaged on the Cape Breton Railway, in
a pleasant letter gives the following informa-
tion respecting that important work -+ Messrs,
Reid and Isbester are the contract:  from
Port Hawkeshury to Grand Narrows From

i Grand Narrows to Sydney was taken hys

“the naghborhood of SHO0000 ¢ h

“Gould are evident!v kindied souls
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INo. 2.
Messic Slater and Sins, of Ottawa, whose
Srete s are now pushing on the work Foy

mul winter Messes Rend and Ishester have o
tine foree, something ke 500 men 150
horses They are both heavy contrats

and

Irom
point to pomt of the CGrand Natrows the dis.
tance 19 about 1,650 feet, with vagres o cachy
side fur a steum ferry to carey over the trun
asat stands, Jocomotive and all
to all intents and purposes an extension of the
Intercolontal to Nydney althougl
frozen over for a few momths winter Dut
then, at they push on 18 or 20 unles furtha
they
shoe harbor,
and the most casterly point of the
to buot  Mr tirant promises an account m
the <piing of the proposed summer’s opera
tiony

The Iime g

”.llim! .

come to Louisbury, a commotious honse
which does not freeze winter,
Domimon

The English Raiuay Nvw s states that ‘it
18 repted that when M Vanderbilt 1eac hed
Constantinople in his yacht, the
him a propasition to lauld a svstem of Naijaty
rlways  AMr Vapderhilt sand his viut waas
one of pleasnre, not business . that he hirew
nothing of the country, and was not prepared
to deal with so lurge o question Fhe saltan
gathered wformation, and sent the papers to
Eeypt after Mr Vanderbilt, and sugprestedd
that Mr Gould might not he disinehned to
consider the project  These proposals from
the old East to the new W est show the march
of the times ™ It 1y to he hoved that Mr
Gould wall take np the project and enlarge hix
experience, as he has Intherto done all his hus
ness with people who had money and exchang.
ed them for Gould honds  The Turks have
lots of bhonde, Asic Mnor and otherwise, n
lots to suit customers, but want to exchange
them for Gould'a gold This will he a novel

Sultan made

“experience for Mr. Gould, and as the N ltan

has a likmg for ateam vachts, and 4 wirzard.
like enpacity for making gald disappear, leav.
g only worthless bonds behind, ne and Mr
Kismet '
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