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that the people derived miueh beiiefit iaposties passed over tu the t.sriti
froin their instructions. That they IIsies." 'fheodoret supposes that after
were convinced of the necessity of' Paul hiad spent twuo years at Romie.
sacrifices for the expiation of human hie visited the Ilislands of the sea;"
guilt is mnanifest froni some of their iand lie actually numbers somne of the
rites; but Iîow unlike were their con- inhabitants of' Il Gaul and Britain
ceptions of Hliuîi whuoni they ignorant- among thse disciples of the tent-
ly worshipped, fromi that pure and mnaker." Thiere are several years of
spiritual Deity whomn tise Seriptures the apostle's life intervening between
reveal!1 And liow widely different his first and second imprisonnient, of
wvere their sacrifices of blood, whien which no account is given in the
slaughtering their fellow creatures, Scriptures. We have no reason tu
from that one offeriing whicli was suppose lie wvas inactive in the great
muade for sin, when the incarnate Re- cause to wvhich. bis life -%vas devoted;
deeiner expired un the cross 1 The and it is not improbable, theref'ore,
naine whiclh they superstitiously gave that in that interval he preached the
to the oak mnisietue, me.y remiind us gospel both in Spain and Britain.
of I-imn who was to be the IlDesire Gildas, the niost ancient of' British
of all nations," ivhose namne ivas THE Isistorians, affirins that Cliristianity
BitANCH-, and who was inaieed given was introduced into that country be-
to Ilheal ail our ills," and bestow up- fore the defeat uof the Britonis under
on ail bis faithful followers everlasting Boadicea, which exactly agrees with
li ftè. the tinie in wvhich the apostie is sup-

Such was the state of miserable posed tu have visited tLhe island. In
and degrading superstition to whichi the absence of direct and positive
our ancestors were enslaved ; ard sueli evidence, however, it is impossible to
the 111gross darkness" which ineets arrive at certainty un these points;
our view, whenever we look back to and lience somne have thought it more
the origia of our histoyy. Very likely that the Ilglad tidings" of sa[-
thiankful %ve ouglit to be for the vation were carried to that country
change. by somie of those Roman colonists

Juilius Coesar invaded England from who settled there, and who had, pre.
Rome fifty-four years before the birth viously to their arrivaI, embraeed
of' Christ, and found the inhabitants Christianity ; or that somne of those
in the situation above described.- British youths -who were educated in
When, or by whom, the true light of Romie were converted ini that city,
Christianity ivas introduced into that and attempted, un their return, the
country is uncertain, though there is conversion of their countrymen. In
nu doubt it was at an early periud. the second Century, a petty Prince,
The Druids, as an order of Priest- who ivas permitted by the Romans
hood, were extirpated by the Roman to retain a 'hadow of authority in
general Suetonius, about tise year of Britain, and wvas hence called King
our Lord 60. Some have supposed Lucius, embraced the Christian reli-
that the gospel ivas carried thither gion, and exerted his influence for
about thse saine tâme, probably by the good of others. He sent sosma
one o? the aposties; and it has been British converts to Rome (flot then
asserted that St. Paul himself preach- Papal) to be instruicted, and after-
ed thse gospel in Britain. Some of wards to be employed as Christian
the eariiest fathers state that there Missionaries. From th.s period,
were Christians in tIse island before through tise blessing o? God upon
thse deatis o? Tiberius, in the year 37. the exertions of the friends of truth,

Eusebius states that 41Some ut' thse 1Christianity made silent but exten-


