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It cnst out the secte which impugned the fundamental truffis of the Gos-
pel, but Nvvhere these were received, it left full liberty to faith. Borne
coon departed from these wise precedents, and; in proportion as an author-
itative teaching of mnan estnblished itself ivitlin- the Churcix, there appeared
a Unity of man's irnposing.

A systerrr of Iruman appointment being onzce devisedl higour we'rt en
increasing froin, age to age. Christian liberty, respected by the catholicity
of the earliest ages, wag first limited, then chained, and finally stifled.

Conviction, ivhich, byi the laws of our nature, as well as of God's word.
should be free]y formed in the heart and understanding. was imposed by
external author-ity,. ready framed and squared by the masters of manltind.
Thought, wîll, and feeling, ail those faculties of our nature, which, once
subjected to, the Word- and Spirit of God, should be left free in their
%vorking, were hindered of their proper liberty, and compelled te find vent
in forms that hnd been previously settled. The mind of man became a
sort of mnirror whersin impressions to which it was a stranger were tepro-
duced, but wihich, of itself, presented nothing ! Doubtless there were
those who were taught of God,-but the great majority of Christians re-
ceived the convictions of other men, ;, a personal faith was a thing of
rare occurrence:* the Reformation it was- that restored this treasure te the
Church.

And yet tiiere was, for a while, a spece within ivhich the human mind
wvas permitted to move at large,-certnin opinions, at least, which Chris-
tiens ivere at liberty to receive or reject at will. But, as- ar besieging
army, day by day, contracta its lines. compêlling the garrison te. con-
fine their axovements within the narrow enclosure of the fortress, and, at
lest, obliging it to surrender at discretion, just se, the hiearchy, frorn ae te
age, and nlmost frein ycar tû year, has gone on restricting the liberty ailow-
ed for a: turne to the human nuind, uritil, nt last, by successive encroacix-
maents, there vrnained no liberty et ail. That which ivas te bu believed,
-loved,-or done,-was regrulated and decreed in the courts of the Ro-
mxan chaneery. The fait'.ful were relieved fromn the trouble of examining,
refleering. and cornbating ; ail they had to do was te repcat the formu-
laries that had been taught themn

From > that period, whenever, in the bosom of Romair Catholicism, a
man bas appeared inheriting the Catholicity of apostolic rimes, such a.onu,
feeling his inabillty to aet out the life imparted to him, in the bonds in
ivhich ha is held, has beent led te burst those bonds, and give te the aston-
ished wvorld another exemple of a CJhristian walking at liberty i the. ac-
1<nô wledg'emnt of no law but the law of God.

The Reformetion. in restoring liberty te the Church, niust lherefore
restore te it its originel diversity, and people it wtith families united .by the
greet. feetumes of xesemblence derived from their comm on heed, but Vary-
ing in secondery features, and reminding us of the verieties inhorent in
humnan nature. Perhaps it mnight have been allowcd to subsist in the


