66 Unity in Diversity, and Diversity in Unity.

It cast out the sects which impugned the fundamental truths of the Gos-
pel, but where these were received, it left full liberty to faith, Rome
soon departed from these wise precedents; and, in proportion as an author-
itative teaching of man established itself within the Church, there appeared
a Unity of man’s imposing. '

A systenr of human appointment being ouce devised, rigour went on
increasing from age to age. Christian liberty, respected by the catholicity
of the earliest ages, wae first limited, then chained, and finally stifled.

Conviction, which, by the laws of our nature, as well as of God’s word,
should be freely formed in the heart and understanding, was imposed by
external authority, ready framed and sguared by the masters of mankind.
Thought, will, and feeling, all those faculties of our nature, which, once
subjected tor the Word and Spirit of God, should be left free in their
working, were hindered of their proper liberty, and compelled to find vent
in forms that had been previously settled. The mind of man became &
sort of mirror whersin impressions to which it was a stranger were repro-
duced, but which, of itself, presented nothing! Doubtless there were
those who were taught of God,—~but the great majority of Christians re-
ceived the convictions of other men ;—a personal faith was & thing of
rare occurrence : the Reformation it was that restored this treasure to tha

Church.

And yet there was, for a while, a space within whick the human mind
was permitted to move at large,—certain opinions, at least, which Chris-

tians were at liberty to receive or reject at will. But, as & besieging

army, day by day, contracts its lines, compelling the garrison to- eon- -

fine their movements within the narrow enclosure of the fortress, and, at

last, obliging it to surrender at discretion, just so, the hiearchy, from ageto |

age, and almost from year to year, has gone on restricting the liberty allow- i
ed for  time to the human raind, until, at last, by successive encroach-
ments, there vemained no liberty at all. That which was to be believed, :
—~loved,—or done,~was regulated and decreed in the courts of the Ro- -
man chaneery. The faitoful were relieved from the trouble of examining, -

refleeting, and combating ; all they had to do was to repeat the formu-

laries that had been taught them !

From that period, whenever, in the bosom of Roma'n Catholicism, &
man has appeared inheriting the Catholicity of apostolic times, such a.one,
feeling his inability to act out the life imparted to him, in the bonds in
which he is held, has been led to burst these bonds, and give to the aston-
jshed world another example of a Christian walking at liberty in the ac-
knowledgement of no law but the law of God.

The Reformation. in restoring liberty to the Church, must therefore

restore to it its original diversity, and people it with families united by the :
great features of resemblance derived from their common head, but vary- -

ing in secondary features, and reminding us of the varieties inherent in

humsn nature. Perhaps it might have been sllowed to subsist in the -



