
THE~ SONG 0F SOLOMON.

ilI.

IN . y last article, I gave a fkw brief argumnent-s for the inspi-
ration -and spirituali-ýy of this portion of the Old Testament.

My prcscnt purpose is to showv the saine thing by calling atten-
tion to, the great Christian gyraccs that permeate the entire Song.
These are Joy, 1'cace and Love-the very qualities for which. the
Gospel of thc Lord jesus Christ wvas given to establishi in the
human hecart and in the wor]d.

Thie last of thiese graciA, I shall consider in a thiird -article.
The first tivo, i will noiw bricfiy precsent:

<i) Jov stands in th- foreground, because this is a -sang,-yca
a nuptial song ! Froin begiinning- to end, thec poces frcnzy flo-ws
out upon the swelling tide of that ineffable dclighit whichi is in-
separable froin truci courtship, and holy wedlock. Laying hold
on such hiumnl expcrieniccs, thic poet conducts us, at once, to a
contemplation of the hlighcer matrimonial union of the soul with
Jesus Christ ,and, through Uich Holy Spirit's aid, to a particip)a-
tion in th-at jnyv vwhici k spabl n full ofglory.

This wvorl wvas made for song, laughiter and liolv rncrriiinent.
wl«heu thc founldations of the carth ivcrc laid the nîlorningcetars
sang tn«cthicl As a sinlcss; bcilng7 inan had ini his bosoin a lmrp
Of a thousand chords, givin-r forth inusic withiout aý discord. a-
dise wvas a chm)IPlec cadence. All was righitcous, and righteous-

nes is]xarnov, wccncs, jy.Tixat this shouidzalwayi be %vas
the divine purptiýsc. God ks it t1xcauthor of dissonance. Tc.ars
and groans crne fot thirciigh the wvill of our Hcavcnly Fathecr.
kt was sin that brouglht snrroiw, by thircwiin out of harmoily ail
the chords of Ulic soul. Truc, tlic-., is joy iii sin. But tif whiat

honie tell us the nature and dcstiny ofîthe inerrinicnt of uinrighit-
cotisnes-s-lct thic iinfidcls studio spa-tcgaïnbcs hiaunt-
ilic crilnîiiaY"s ccU-thic ro gucs- lturkiig placc-1thle housc of dairk-
iicss-thce sinncrs dcatlibcd-tlhc ]oit soul's linîbiis! WVhcrc
S-.tatn i thiere can be no trulv joyous hceart; uithtler cani dîexcc


