THE SONG OF SOLOMON.
1I.

I N ..y last article, I gave a few brief arguments for the inspi-
ration and spirituality of this portion of the Old Testament.
My present purpose is to show the same thing by calling atten-
tion to the great Christian graces that permeate the entire Song.
These are Joy, Peace and Love—the very qualities for which the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ was given to establish in the
human heart and in the world. :

The last of these gmccfs, I shall consider in a third article.
The first two, I will now bricfiy present :—

(1) Joy standsin the foreground, bcecause this is a song—yca,
a auptial song ! From beginning to cnd, the poet’s frenzy flows
out upon the swelling tide of that incffable delight which is in-
separable from truc courtship and holv wedlock. Laying hold
on such human cxperiences, the poet conducts us, at once, to a
contemplation of the higher matrimonial union of the soul with
Jesus Christ ; and, through the Holy Spirit's aid, to a participa-
tion in that joy which is unspeakable and full of glory.

This world was made for song, laughter and holy merriment.
When the foundations of the carth were laid the morning stars
sang together.  As asinless being, man had in his bosom a harp
of a thousand chords, giving {orth music without a discord. Para-
disc was a c}smplctc cadence.  All was rightcous, and righteous-
ness is harmony, swectness, joy.  That this should always bewas
the divine purpnse.  God is unt the author of dissonance. Tears
and groans comc not through the will of our Heavenly Father.

t was sin that brought serrow, by throwing out of harmony ail
the chords of the soul.  Trug, there s joy in sin. But of what
quality is it, and whither docs such joy tend 2 Let the drunkard's
home tcll us the nature and destiny of the merriment of unright-
cousness—Ict the infidel’s studio speak—the gambler’s haunt—
the criminal’s cell—the roguc’s lurking place—the housc of dark-
ness—the sinner’s deathbed—the lost souls limbus! Where
Satan is there can be no truly joyous heart; ncither can there
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