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ignorant and boisterous aud superstitious caricatures of mninisters. The
Gospel is bcing incrcasingly proclainicd by iinisters whose minds have
been somcwlhat enlargcd by the discipline of the sclîoois, cxpandcd by a
lcnowicdge of the worid's lifo and thouiglit, aîîd inade capable of au intelli-
gent appreliension of the signifleauce of the niinistry of Christ. Theologi-
cal seininaries and Bible schools for the negro have been planted. The
ehurches wii refuse to tolerate a prejiliing tlîat iusists on purity and
intcgrity as vital tests of picty are gradualiy but surely growing less ini
niber. The churches which demand moraiity and wiil xîot accommodate

themsclvcs cither to pagan practices or pagan superstitions arc incrcasing
ycarly botlî ii nuiimbers anîd in strcngth. Their religions papers and maga-
zincs are worthy of great respect. Christian teachers anîd preachers are
flliing positions of great responsibility.

It lias been a liard battie in îînsympathectie surroundings Nvithi long
entrenclicd ignorance aud cvil inheritances ; but aftcr wc have taken
account of the forces of sin we inay inagnify our liopes.

The race as a race, above its hieredity and liindrauces, lias been ana is
growing iii sclf-hood, and there is a stca-dy and an appreciable gain that is
full of encouragement.

Twenty-seven ycars ago, for exaniple, this people hiad no homes. There
is ail] the difference ini the world between a niegro cabinii i which the slaves
liîrded withont legal niarriage, 'withont auy fauîily naine or famuily per-
nanence, aud a truc Christian hoine. Chiristianity lias not iîuany surer

evidences of its divinity nor inauy botter produots of its power tijan the
reflued Clhristian home, with. its savimîg and ennobling Chîristian influences.

The progress of a true Christian faith, aniong the negrocs may be seen
in the wvondcrful evolution of wortlîy and refied, Chîristian homes. They
are not abodes of wcaith, though some are ; but it is siniply wondcrfiil to
sec whist mîcw homes with nev ineanings have been mnade in a quarter of a
century by timose who have been brouglît into the lighit.

Iu thmis consideration one thing is to bo remcmbcred. This degradation
aud cvii is noV a question of race. l3lindness snd sin are noV peculiar to
the negro. Ail peoples -%vlio reomain in darkness do the deeds of darlkness.
Under the slîsdows of the cathiedrals of sucient Italy there cluster tlîoîî-
sands of iniserable people. without hiope in the world. ]3rilliant Paris lias
its city of low-dowý%n people withmin its city, and Paris was foundcd tvo
thousand ycars ago. Englsnd has lier " bitter cry" of tens of thousands
who cannot rcad, and 'who live iu degradation equal Vo, that of the negro in
the United States. The foremost peopies of the carth have with theni
great multitudes in pitiable life. The grost residunniii of negro ignorance.
sin, ana misery is but another illustration that unsavcd souis cvcrywhcre
need to ho saved, ana that only the Gospel of Christ is the power of God
unto salvation. The rchigious progroSa of the negro in twcnty-seven ycaîs
shows what eau bc donc. The rchigious condition of millions shows what
ought to bo donc.


