
1~89.J URTHER TESTIMONIES TO MISSIONS.

observera in Iindia, China, Japan, those three, foremost Oriental em-
pires, cannot 111(10 from the'nselves the fact that their ancestral faiths
have no firm f oundation ; and thatt, ivhiatever truth is buit into thcm,
it is a foreign addition, a purer metal that niay mingle, but will not
mix witli the baser clay. The Christian faith is consistent and
cohleront, pure, perfect bocause divine.

In the Southi Seas, to-day, tho natives have learned to link in thoir
thoughts every beneficent, resuit wvith the gospel's introduction and
prevalenc. Their very idioms of speech are a revolation. Thecir
simple classification is this :"This is a missionary inan ; this, no
missionary man," according as they detect on the one biaud hionesty,
integrity, generosity ; or on the other meanness, treachery, and deceit.
Suchi testimony is not onlly spontaneous, it is involuntary and uncon-
scious. It belougs to the ethies of language. Certain convictions of
mankind stamp themselves on lîuman speech. The word iniscr, is
the uncouscious testimony of humanity to the wretchiedness of grecd.
And so the term, missionary, has corne to b]ave a moral meaning to
the savage and cannibal. It stands for hieroismn, honesty, seif-denial,
love. And it would take more than Canon Taylor to shako this solid
bastion in the fortress of missionary success ; it rests on the bcd-rock
of the popular consciousness.

The most cons-pienous mark of God's hanld in missions is perhaps
tlîis: the progress of missionary advance lias been snpernaturally
rapid. lu the llawaiîan Islea, in five years, results -%vere reachied that
more human power could nover have, compassed ; and ordinary Christ-
ian activity wvould have been fitly rewarded if such resLIlts had crownod
the wvork of fifty yoars. '_Ple triumiphs of the gospel among the
Kare'ns- were like the strides of a giant with bhis "11seven-leai'gue" boots
in coimparison wîthI the common rate of progresa. As to Japa-n, Pros-
Mdent Seelye, at a meeting of the American Board, Syracuse, calmly
affirmc<l in 1879, and it ivas confirmed by that, immense assembly, that
"nover before had the gospel ivrouglit such great aid speedy changes as

during the previous seven years in Japan. " le said: "It is not oilly the
most remarkablo, chapter lu tue history of modemn missions, but there is
nothing in tlic history of thc world tLo compare with it. We, talk
about the ear]y triumplis of Christianity; but the ear]y records of the
Chiurchi, brighit as tlîey may be, p-,Je in the liglit of vhat la taking
place before our oves at the present timo. Evenl MadagItscar offers
nothing to compare withi Japan."- Africa -%vas for thousands of ycars
empliatically the dark continent ; yct an rapidly la missionary explora-
';ion going f orward chat our maps of yesterday arc, scarce accurate tCý-
day, and will bc obsolete to-morrow. At 7 larpoot, on the Euplîrates,
ive find one little mission churcli xnultiply;ng itsclf into fourteen, Nvith
four hundrod and eighiteen clîurch mnembers, cleveu native pastors-
more than haif of them supported by these, native chuirchies-telýve
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