Priice of Seatlund.

fafely from the designs of his uncle. He in-
vented a story of a conversation which had
teenoverheard between Albany and a ruffian
dicnemployed by bim to execute his purpo-
wsof revenge. The import of this conversa-
wn was, that Albany, having been super-
eded in hisoffice of goveruur, had resolved
gpon acquiring it again, and that he could
rot succeed in that resulution so long as the
Prince was alive—that he accordingly hinted
wthe ruffian that it would be pleasaut to him
‘fheheard that the Duke no longer hved—
and that for such information a reward would
tegiven suffizient (o stimulate the niost scrus

" pulous executioner that ever aided an dnhap-
pman across the Stygian stream.  All this
wascommunicated to Rothsay by Ramorgny
jna whisper, and with an appearance, wune,
“and manner, suited to the awlul nature of
the intelligence. The Duhe believed the
sory,and bursting forth iuto an extravagant
wlly of indignation, cried—

s1tis time that Princes of the Liood royal
fould exert the power in defence of them-—
wlves, which is entrusted td them for the de-
Ence of others, when villians, in broad day,
liyschemes for their lives. Fcan plainly see,
wd h:ve long seen, that thisman and 1 can-
wt live in the same age. Secotland is too
mrrow for us—and the vice-royal chair must
tepolluted with blood ! Yet shall age sup-
fant youth 2 Is it meet that time should go
tckwards, and that by force and through
thod the order of nature should be changed?
1t shall not be so. If one isto 1all, nature
tarself points out the victim—and that victim
sAlbany 1

These words, uttered in anger, and invent-
Wmerely to indicate the injustice of Albany’s
xheme, and the necessity ol'self-detence, in
Heevent of its being attempted to he carned
*:_execution, were carefully noted by Ra-
wgay,s creature, who was in hearing.—
Ty were plainly capahle, however, of
‘tother construction by a person who did not
‘zarihe rest of the conversation and under-
and their application. They might mean
2atRothsay intended to get his uncle out

-the way—a construction which did not 1l
xod with the feeling’s which existed n
2 Prince’s mind against the disturber of hus
%, ifthese had been formed 1 another

-, but unjustified by the Prince’s noble
-sition, which would have despised any
Fethand scheme to rid himself of' hus bat-
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terest enemy. The words were, however,
uttered, and noted, and remembered ; and !
they were not uttered in vain.

Ramorgny having thus procured evi lenee
of the Prinee’s designs ngainst the lile of lis
uncle, repaired to Alhany, and narrated to
him the statements made by the Duke, aid
referred him, for corrobor tion, to bisservant
—Aibauy wihed nothing more ardently than
this communication ; and even without it, he
would have been o'lud to have juined Ra-
niorgny in any stheme for the removal of hug
rival.  Other enemfes were broughit iuto ac-
tion. Sir William Lindsay of Rosste, whuse
sister the Duke had loved and deserted, md
Archubald Dooglas, the brother of Elizaheth,
pqued by dome private féeling, were willig
to aid in the death of one who ligd courted
the relative of one of them to desert her, and
marrieit thatof the other to treat her witi
neglert. "Phat the Prince was unkind or un-

Faithfél wo his wif®, who bore a repuration of
beifre = fair dnd atniible, has been Licated
by somne historian$ ds a niere fuble, resurted -
to by the’ unnatural Barl, her brother, as a
palliative of conduét which it was not swted
to render in the siightest degree less revoit-
ifg. There is reason, however, to suppose
that Lindsay had some cause {ur his resent-
ment, in the desertion of his sister,who loved
the Duke, and never recovered from the el-
fects of his unfaithial conduct.

The first projest of these conspirators, was
worthy of the 1alents of the individuals who
had determined to prostitute the best of the
eifts of GGod to destroy one of his cieatures.—
It was resolved to work uptn the King in
such a way as to procure f.om him some 10~
ken of his disapprobation of the conduct of his
som. Itis difflcult now 1o ascertain how this
was effected, as there is no doubt that Roth-
s1y still held a strong claim on the aflections
of his father. The result, however, shews
that the means must have heen of'an extra~
ordinary nature—for King Roberttwas got 10
sign a writ for the confinement of the Prince
—It is very probable that nothibyg nore was
intended by this than to shew the ing’s dis-
pleasure, which would gradually relax asine
slight punishment wrought the expected
amendment. .. has been doubted whether
such writ was ever truly signed by the King
—and surely it 1z not d.flicult tosuppose that
the men who holding the gates of the palkice
tu their hands, coytd adingt or deny whons



