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best gifts which ave the heritage of the faithfu), seck-
ing first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness,
we belicve, and are sure, that his Divine powr will
give us all things that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of EHim that hath called us to
glory and virtue,  Though our Father in the heavens
knoweth what things we have need of before we ask
them, and though the purposes of his everlusting kind-
ness are ofien fulfilled more substantially by withhold-
ing than by granting the desires which we natwrally
cherish, it isonly to them who worship him in spirit
and in truth, that he has promised to do exceeding
abundantly above all that they ask or think; and we
have no more solid ground to expect that we shall ve-
ceive without asking, or that we shall find without
seekingz, than the husbandman has (o look for an
abundant harvest springing up in the ficlds which he
has neither planted nor watered, or than the merchant
has to calculate on receiving his own with usury, for
tl.+ talent that has been tied up in a napkin, or buried
in the eacth,

It is not for us to unfold the laws of the spiritual
world, so as to demonstrate why and how it is that
the cominunications of heavenly influence and favour
are in any degree suspended on the frequency and
fervency of our supplications. But this we krow,
that, as in old time, the fither of the fuithful comman-
ded his children, and his household afier him to unite
with him in tke excrcises of a holy life, thatthe Lord
might bring upon Abraham that which he had spoken
of him—even -v, in all generations, may the willing
and obedient . e, that, while seeking unto God, and
committing their cause to him who doeth great things
and unsearchable, they place their confidence not in
their own importunity, or their own works, but in the
exalted merit and prevalent intercession of the Mecdia-
tor of the New Covenant, they eannot fail to be made
partakers of that abundant grace which ought to be
the chief object of all our prayers, and which is never
denied to the humble. We know assuredly that our
heavenly Father giveth his Holy Spirit to them who
ask him, and if, for the sake of lus beloved Son, he
is pleased to bestow this unspcakable gift, in answer
to the prayers of the believing soul), why should we
hesitate to admit, that it is of the Lord’s mercies, that,
by the eternal ordination of Divine wisdom, preyer
has been rendered one of the sure and sufficient means
of iransmitting to the fuithful every gaod and perfect
gift which cometh down from the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning.

To the duties of social prayer and thanksgiving,
accompanied with that instruction in righteousness
which the reading of the Sciiptures is calculated to
impart, let the benefits thus conferred on your several
domestic circles operate as a strong incitement. It is
not, indeed, within the compass of human ability to
infuse grace into the souls which are most tenderly
beloved.

But greal will probably be the influence of a pious

example on those who confide in your affection, and
have cause to revere your worth. If your children
and dependents perceive, that, while you are not sloth-
ful in the business of ume, you are nlso fervent in
spirit serving the Lord, and that, while you provide
for your own the food and the vaiment which are ol-
tained by the blessing of God on the hand of the dili-
gent, you ask for them that bread of heaven which
strengtheneth the heart, may you not hope that they
will be stirred up both to pray and to labour for the
meat which endureth to life everlasting, and that they
will learn to regard the favour of God as a better
portion than the abundance of corn and wine! May
you not hope that while your own minds are elevated
by contemplating the works of creation, providence,
and redemption, and by reflecting on the dignified and
endearing relation to which you have been raised in
having ¢ received the spirit of adaption, whereby you
cry Abba, Father,” they who look up to yeu for
guidance and protection will take pleasure in ap-
proaching to God, and, through the experience of the
peace of walking with the wise, will be taught to
abhor the enticements of sinners, and to hold fast that
which is good 2 And even in the case of those who,
through perversity of heart, and the snares of an
evil world have forsaken the paths of integrity and
trath, may it not be hoped that the wise counsels
which they have for a season forgotten, and the de-
votional habits which they havelong failed to imitate,
will, like the bread cast upon the waters, be found af-
ter many days?  Smail must have been your experi-
ence of the discipline of providence, if you have
never known so much as one who had wandered so
far from the way of peace as to disappoint the earn.
est expectations of his father, and to turn the joy of
her who bare him into bitterncss, but who, after his
own wickedness had corrected him, and his backsli-
dings reproved him, had been awakenced to new obe=
dience, by recalling to his agonized mind, with re-
verential awe, the solemn image of the parental guide,
in whose quiet habitation the daily exercises of prayer
and praise hallowed every pursuitlightened every care,
soothed every sorrow, and seasoned every enjoyment,
so as to render the voice of rejuicing and salvation in
the tabernacles of the righteous, a lively type of the
blessed convessations of ‘heaven, and a delicious fore-
wste of the fellowship of the saints in light.

If you kuow these things by your own experience,
or by the incontrovertible tertimony of them who have
tasted that the Lord is gracious, happy are ye if ye
do them. Nor can you have peace and safety if]
knowing what is good, you leave it undone,

And while you present your supplications for your-
selves and your families, forget not the eternal con-
cerns of the families which call not on the name of
God. If itbe, asit ought to be, your heart’s de-
sire, that they may be brought to the obedience of
the gospel, orethren, pray for us, and for all the min-
isters of the trath, that the word of the Lord may
have fiee course and be glorified, even as it is with
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