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beat gifis wltich are te lieritrige of the faitiiful, seek- c

ing first te kingdom of God, and bis righteouse,1
wc believe, and are sture, timat lus Divine povr wiil
give us ail Llîiîgs limaL pertain utîto lift! ani godlitiess,
titrougt te knowledge of Ilim tinat banth cnl!ed us tos
giory and virtue. Titougifi our Fudier i cte litavetis
knoweth whiat thiîîgs we have need of before we askt
themn, and titougli thle p.urposes of lus everlastiitg kind-
neas are often fuifilicd mnore substantialiy by miliold- s
ing titan by grantîng te desires whîicî uve naiuraiiy
cherish, iL is oîîly to thora wiîo worsitip litiin in spirit i

and ini trutit, tiîat lie lias proinised to do exceeding
abundantiy above ail Lissâ thîey ask or think; and Nve
have no more soiid ground to expect tiat we shial te-
ceive witiîout askîîg, or titat we sliai find withouti
seekin ', titan the Jiusbandotnn lias t0 look for an
abundantharvest spriîîgiîig up iii the fields wviich hie
has neither planted nor watered, or titan te mercliant 1
has to caiculate on receiving lits owîi witlî usury, for
t!..- talent tat lias beeri tied up iii a îîapkin, or buried
in tite earth.

IL is nlot for us to unfoid the iaws of te spiritual
worid, so as to deinonstrate wlîy and how iL is titat
the communications of iîeavenly influence anid favour
are in any degret suspeîîded on te frequency and
fervency of our supplications. But titis we know,
tlîat, as in oid tinte, the flîtiier of te fitiiftii coinuttan-
ded his chldren, aîîd lus lîouseioid after hit to unite,
'witii him in th:e exercises or a lîoly life, tliat the Lord
umiglît bring upon Abraiiam tîtat wlticli lie lînd spoken
of iim-even -t), in ail generatiotîs, ny te wiliing
and obedient . sîe, ilînt, wile seeking unto God, anid
committing their cause to im wio doetit great tlîings
antd unsearcitabie, tiey plaes tîteir confidence flot in
their own importunity, or Lîeir own wvorks, but in the~
exalted. menit and prevalent intercession of te Media-
tor o(tiie Newv Covenmant, tlmey eannot fait to be trade
partakers of that abundant gruce wlîiclî oulît to be
the cliief objeet of al our prayers, aîîd whlich is neyer
denied to the humble. We kîtow assuredly titat our
heavenly Fatiier givetît bis Hoiy Spirit to theni wlîo
ask itim, ,and if, for tue sake of lits beloved Son, lie
is pleased to bestow titis unspcakab!e gîfi, in atîswer
ta the prayers of te beiieving seul, wvly shouid we
besitate to admit, that iL is of te Lord's inercies, thiat,
by tite eternal ordination of Divine wisdorn, pr.-yer
bas been rendered one of te sure and sufficient mens
ofitraosmnitting te the faithful every good and perfect
gift wlîieh comett clown froin te Fatîter of lîghts,
with wlîom is no variableness, neititer sliadov of
tumnin g.

To the duties of social prayer and tiîauksgiviîîg,
accompantied, witlî titat instruction io rigiiteousness
wbich the reading, of te Scsîiptures is calculnted to
inîpart, let te beitefits thus conferred, on your severul
domestic cîrcies operate as a stroi ineitement. It is
flot, indeed, withmin te compass of itutuan abiiity to
infuse giace into the seuls whichm are inost lcndeuiy
beloved.

But gren wvihl probably bc te indutent of a Pious
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txanplo on those wlîo, confide in your aliection, antd
inve catisse to revere your worth. If ynur children
ind dependents perceive, tihat, while you are not aiotit-
fui in the business of urne, you are aise fervent ini
tpirit serving the Lord, and chat, whiie you provide
for your own the food and Ose raiment witich are olh-
ainied by the blessinig of God on the liand of the diii-
-elit, you ask for them timt bread of heaven which
îîrcniîenctii the iîeart, may you not hope that they
will be stirred up botit to pray and to labour for the
tient whlîii enclureth to life evcriasting, and that titey
wli learn to regard the favour of God as a better
portion than the abundance of corn and wine 1 May
>'ou not hope thant wlîile your own mind s are elevateti
by contcmaplatiîîg the works or creation, providence,
and redeniption, and by reflccting ou the dignified and
endearing relation to wvhich you have been rai3ed in
'îaving "received te spirit of adosption, whereby yot
cry Abba, Fatiier," tisey who look up to yett for
Cruidance and protection wvili Lake pleosure in ap.
r)roaýcing to God, and, throughi the experience of the
penace of walkiîîg wvith the wise, wvill be; Laught te
tibhor the enticements of sinners, and to hoid fast thaL
whîich is good 1 And even in the case of those who,
througli perversity of lieart, and the snares of an
evii wvorld have forsaken tue paths of intcgrity andi
trutiî, may iL not be hoped that the %vise counisels
which thcy have for a scaison forgotten, and cte de-
votional habits wlîich they have long fniied to imitate,
mviii, like te bread. cast upon te waters, be founci af-
ter many days 1? Sinaii must have been your experi-
once of the discipline of providence, if you have
neyer known, so much as one wiîo had wandcred se
far froin te -%vay of pence as to disappohit the earn-
est expectations of bis failher, and to tura the joy of
lier who baie him into bitterncssý, but whio, after bis
own wickcdness hiad corrected him, and bis backshi-
dings reprovcd imi, lied been awvnkened to oew obe-
dicoce, by rccalling to bis agonized mind, with re-
verenfial awe, te soiemo image of the parental guide,
in whose quiet htabitation tbe daily exercises of prayer
and praise biailowed every pursuit,ligiiteied, every care,
sootlîcd every sorrow, and seasoncd every enjoymcnt,
so as to render tbe voice of rejoicing and salvation in
tbe tabernacles of the righteous, a livcly type of the
blessed conversations of lieaven, and a deliejous fore-
taste of the fcllowshiip, if the saints in lighit.

If you klo% these things by your own experience,
or by the incontrovcrti>îe tertittiony of thiem who have
tasted tat the Lord is gracious, happy are ye if ye
do them. Nor cari you have pence and safety if,
knowving whiat is good, you leave it undonle.

And while you peesent your supplications for your.
selves and your famnilies, forget nt te eternal con-
eros of tue faniiies whuiclt euht not on te name of
God. If it bc, as iL ought to bc, your heart's de-
sire, tat tiîey rnay bc brouglit to the obedience of
iter gopl te thrn, tha tf or ad o L tehor mn-
ter gopte, rthe, pray f or ad fraiLthe min-

hiave froe course and bc giorified, cven as it is with
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