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LOSSES. THE SEASON. .SMOKE.

Soune twenty-four years ag-ro 1 lest al
tlicbeesI ad 1» winteriaig. li had about
sixty colonies. Thiey died of tUe, bec-
diarrhioea. As iniglit bic expected, that
led ine te look vcry eaýrefully inte tIle
winteriug problemn. After that, during
a period of perliaps te» or twelve years,
mny winter losses rigdfrein about lif-
te~ per cent at first down te about live,
aKr the last dozeii years or more
'aboà twve te four per cent would cever
wiuter losses, barring accidents, suel as
a coloîîy or two turniing ont te lie quecu-
less wlîen put jute wiuter quarters, or
occasionally a colony consuinimg. ant ab-
normal quantity of stores (30 pounds) and
starving te deathi. But the past winter
I lest sorne flfty colonies, about hiaif niy
stock. "Howv i'as thazt.?" The reader
inay asic. WTcII, it was thus: As inost
readers know,' I was absenit frein ioine
last season at tice World's Fair in charge
of the Onttrio apiarian exhîibit, and
when 1 arrived home on Deceunier 23rd,
I found nmy becs in very liad shiape and
te» colonies a]ready dead. Tliere liad
been zero %veather as Nvell as wet and
stormy weatlier, and as tlîey were stili
outside and nnprotected the adverse
conditions were playiig, lîavoc withi
theîn. The resuit this spring -%as miot,
tiierefore uiiex-pectcd. ]Jewevcr, t1lings
are booming now, and I shahl sooii hiave.
about as înaîîy bees again as I want.
Tlicey have bec» on the Alsike chover
about te» days, and yesterday (Junie 17,)
the Whmite clover slîowed itsolf, and the
sivarnu- goes steadily ou. Lt was
tîmouglit early iii tlic season t1iat the
choyer wvas about ail winter and spritig
kilcd, aîîd vcry inucli of it wvas, espl-c-
iallY the Alsike and tUi, rcd; but the
whVlitc is showiiuîé up fairhy 'vehi and the
Alsike, if last er7s seedin- e'ýîped the
frost aLud is pretty good. As 1 sow tiie
Alsike cvery ycar, 1^ arn fortunate this
spriuîg in. hav'ing at considerabte to, Ual!
back' upnii. WVhiIii the îc'tar ini t1ue

.'Mainnoti i'ed is uâtually iîîacesible to
the becs, and the ite frequently raijls r
te yield even wvlieu thiere. is a profusion
of blooin, thie Alsikec I have never kiîolvî
to fail in its yield of nectar. It is thiere-
fore ixny favorite ho 1ey planît. 0f course
the linden or basswood stands aloigside,
if not ahiead, of the clover i» Ontario as
a hioiey producer, but tie saw inilis and
paper inilis, I ai» sorry to say, liave
swaflowed alp ail iii this district except
scattering trees. I arn looking forward,
liowever, witih pleasant anticipation te
the tinie (if 1 do net shutffle off tihis mnor-
tai coul too soon) Mien 111v 0w»i bass-
wood orclxard of about five, hlundred trects,
planted îvitli îy ovu liands, ihl be
yielding up tUie preciolis sweet tb thie
becs. Tlie trees are looking ivell titis
spring and are growing rapidly.

Becs, so, far as 1 lave heard hiave
wvintered wecll and the Sprincg oi tlie
whole lias been veryv favorable lîcre ini
castern. Ontario. April w'as very fine
and the Maple, Landelion and fruit
bleoungave thie becs an, early and vigor-
ous start. True, there îvas ïa cold, wet
sI)ell lasting somne te» days, but it ei-cur-
redjnst at the righît tinie to do tie becs
least hiarun, bctween fruit blooin and
clover blooun. On tie wliole tlie pros-
pects are good for a ftîir trop of liouîey.

A good sînoke, properly ý,pl)lied froin
the nozzle of a good sinoker is one of tie
things in a bec-yard unucli to bce dcsired
lit a letter before me froua a custoiner to
wliom I llmd supplied a colony of becs,
lie says lie took the iv. ire clotli fri tiue
eutraîce as directed, aftur phaciiig thiem
on tlieir stand, but duat iie did not '*do
the rttst" as the becs, "chasud lîlaii off,"
addinD- thiat lie would "do tii.- rest iii Uic
iiioriuug." A little suioke blowaiiin at
tie, elîtrance before takiuîg awaîy the
wvire net, would hiave obviat.il any
nleeessity of "ruuniuîng awatv," and eni-
abled liiii» te finishl fixing tkeun up) iii
tieir new liome. Anid if lie Iiad un sie-
ker a Iiiece of rottini wood bnrnimg :ît


