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a poor littie lame boy, apparently somewhat idiotie, sitting ail alone in the town or
in its outskirts. When ail others ran away, lie was unable te accompany them, and
it is supposed that bis master did net consider him 'worth the carrying. HIe
remained unscathod amid the destruction that played around him. Hoe ias takenl
on board the man-of-war and kindly treated. The Commander sent him up to us
next morning, and lie is now with us at the mission bouse. Poor fellow! ho undor.
Btaflds not a word of elther £nglisli or Efik, se tliat lie bas not a single poison te
converse with. We trust that God lias purposes of mercy towards him. Solitarily
did hoe bear the brunt of sixty shot and shell whicb, wore thrown into the town.
Alone, yet net alene."

Thus we have given from the papers in our possession, as brief an account as was
practicable of this sad affa jr. It romains te be seen wlhether it will oporate te the
advaîîtage or the disadvantage of the mission; whether it wili increase or dimini.,lî
the boneficial influence of the white man over the native mind. We abstain from
comments; but it will be obvieus te our readers that certain very grave questions
ase raised by these. proccedings, whiclî the cemmittee on Foreign Missions will
require fully te consider; sucli as, Is it riglit for a British consul to order the
destruction of a native town on the complaint of those who are merely visitants, and
in opposition te the protest of Britishi residents? Is it riglit in a B3ritishi consul, on
the complaint of those trading in the neighberlieed, te destrey a town at which a
mission ctation lias been formed, and thus abolisb that mission in the face eof the
protest of tlie missionary? las-a British consul authority, net merely te destroy a
native town, 'wbore sucli a mission has for years existed, but te prevent its being
rebuilt? lias net the Churcli a claini upon tlie governmcnt for losses sustained by
sucb it transaction ? If the first thîce questions be answered in the affirmative, thon
may Puke Town and Creek Town, and tlie ether native towns aleng the coast be
destroyed, and tlie missions whicb have bccn formed at tliem, and whicb. arc the
hope of Africa, be extinguished.

TIIE DESTRiUCTION BY PIRE 0P DURE TOWN MISSIO.N flOUSE.
This deplorable event liappened se sliortly before the sailing of tlie mail steamer,

that we have enly scanty notices. The Rev. William Anderson says, 13ti~ Feb.,
"lYen will regret te learu that the roof of Duke Town mission lieuse accidently
cauglit fire on Friday last, the 9tli instant, and that in littie more than an heur the
whole was burnt down te the grouud, with the exception of a few eof the mangrove
posts on which the lieuse was supported. Most of the ship-captains and surgeons,
and a largre number of native gentlemen, witb drawn swords in hand, came te our aid
as soon as possible, and, under their direction, a portion of the bousehold furniture,
and about the hlt et' my books, were saved from the flames. I cannot enter further
into particulars at present. We are occupying two small apartments whicli escaped
destruction." Mr. Edgerly also says, "lOn the 9th instant, between 12 and 1
o'clock neen, a fire broke eut in the Dulke Town mission bouse, the flrst mission
bouse erectod in Calabar, and in one short heur it was a beçkp eof ruins!
Hundreda of persens, consisting et' white people, ICreemen, and natives, were soon
on the spot, and laboured with intense zeal, in the first place ineffectively, te subdue
the flames, ewing te the parclied and friable nature et' the matting, together witli
the combustible cliaracter eof the asphalte felt with wbicb it was covered. Th.ey
were, hewever, pretty successt'ul in savini a goodl portion et' tlie furniture, although
very mucli was lest, stolen, or destroyed. We were ail bewildered witb the suddcn-
ness of the calamity. The wind was very fresli at the time."

This severe calamity bas net only destreyed mucli preperty belonging te the
churcli and te tbe missienary, but it lias deprived our agents et' suitable lieuse
accommodation. Mr. and Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Sutherland had te take up the:.
abede in twe smail eut-lieuse reems 'whicb. veto saved; and M lr. and Mrs. Edgerley
were residing in a small bouse, erected by one of tbe sbip-captains, and whicli the
M issien B3oard some time ago purchased. There are net proper building material
in Calabar, sucli as stone, lime, or brick, and the mission bouses, are formed of
boards, taken out chiefly from this cenntry. The cemmittee on Foreign Missions
are accordingly tak-ing stops te bave bouses made and sentenut by the 'May steamer,


