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Ilallksgewairan

Kitamant thought a good supply of "flire-
wa:ter"- necessary foir the propeî' celebra-
tion of such a feast. Accoî-dingly they
diseussed this matte- in. theli- council, and
decided to send Wýallksgewaran with
some companions ini two canoes to Vic-
toria, to procure whiskey for tbe festival.
The chosen ones set out In gi-cnt glèe,
foi' the taslc was both novel and exciting,
and lot without a spice of danger. Not
one o! the voyageuirs bas ever been as
far south as Victoria.

Ail wvent well with themn till they had
completed about hli the distance to
Victoria, when they were suddenly at-
tacked by Indians of a hostile tî'ibe, who,
sailed ont to meet thern fî'om the shore.
Not wishing to engage in a naval battie,
and being intent on reaching their des-
tination, Walksgewaran and biis coin-
panions bent to theit' task and quickly
thue two canoes sliot ont beyond the
reach of theii' puirsuers, not, bowever,
befoi'e somie slfight iinury lha IlLfe.n
ceived.

Secure froun !iurtluer pursuit, our dus1zy
argonauits pursued their course aveu' tic
rolling wave, and] iii due tinie reachedl
Victoia. Having discnibarked, they
pî'oceeded to view the siglits. Everything
seemied strange to tiien. The ciustoms of
the pleople struckl them. as odd. Neyer
before had they seen s0 inany white men.
The Indians, on tlîe otbei' band, attracted
the attention of tbe townspeople in no
small deg-ree. They are strangers froni
the remote north; seldoun, if ever before
bas a î'epresentative of their tribe been
seen on the streets of Victoria. Every-
tlîing about theni attracts the wvhite
peol)le's cui-iosity. Their blanlkets arc
diffeî'ent frorn tbose usually seen, tlieir
adoî'aments are unique. Their wbole ap-
pearance sceuns odd and unfamiliax'. Lt
is flot long- before the townspeople ask
ecd other,

"'Wbence corne thiese strange Indians?"
and, "'Whlat is their iîurpose in visitinig
Victoria?"

Anîong those asking such questions is
a certain missionary superintendent. On
being informed that they ai-e f rom. tlue
far distant Kitnmaat, and have corne to
Victoria foi' the purpose of procuring
whiskey, the niissionary imrnediately
thouught of a plan for securiuug their moral
and spiritual wvelfare. He accordingly
Invited themi into the Milssion H~all. Thiere
they listen to the hymns sung -,andl ,by
mens of an intei'pretcr, they hiear the
Gospel proclainied. Nor is the Wr
spoken In vain; it makes impression on1
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the hearts of the duskiy strangers, and
they one and ail decide to become
Christians. Thieir intention of procuring
whiskey is now abandoned, and in place
of a cargo of "fie-ývater," they return
,%vith. a goodly supply of Bibles translated
Into tlieir own tonguie.

I-Iaving completed their siglht-seeing,
Wallisgewaran and biis coml)anions coin-
nience(l thieir return voyage. Nothing of
moment liapi)ened on their %vay back.
As they neared the harbor of Kitarnaat,
they saw a large crowvd of thieir tribes-
men gathered on the shore to bid themn
welcome home. No' sooner hiad the lanid-
in- been reached tlîan \Valkisgewaran
and his coianions sprang ont of the
canoes and cornmenced to tell the eager
throng concerning their experiences iii
Victoria. Long and loud were the cries
of disappointnient tittered bjy the expec-
tant multitude whien they learned that
no wliiskzey biad been brought.

Wallvsgewaran, tried to appease bis in-
furiated tribesmen 1- telling theni of the
Gospel Message, and showing them. the
Bibles -vhichi bave been 1given hini by the
nîissionaries. He exhiorted theni to forget
the whiskey and to exubrace Chiristianity.
But in their frenzied state of mind they
pai(l littie attention to luis words. Stili
undisrnayed, lie continued to inake further
efforts to, win. his tribesnien to Chris-
tianity. Day by dla- lic ges in and ont
aniong thieni, spealzing a hindly Word hei'e
and there. Somie of the squaws and
youthis are irnpressed by his earnestness
and noble bearing-, and decide to beconue
Christians. But the old nmen, the braves,
and those wvho liave becomie confirxned in
paganismn, refuse to listen to his %vords,

Thus matters coiîtinued ail througb the
stiniimer. On Sunday afternoons Walks-
ge-%'aran used to gather a rouind hlm a
little band of faithful followers and ex-
pound to themi the truth, evel: as it haýd
been niade kznowvn to hlim. MWilst thus
engageci, one Sunday., late iu the suni-
nier, the stillness wvas suddenly brolçcn
by a blood-curdling- vhoop. A band of
dusky braves, respiendent in war-palnt
and feathers, emerged frorn the forest.
The3' seized the unresistlug- 'Wallksge-
waran, bound imi baud and foot, and
with savage cruelty, tor-e off Iiis scalp,
then tying hlm to -%stakze they retreated
a few paces and literally covered his body
wvith a sheaf of arrow',s. Thus perished
'Wallvsgewaran, the first Christian martyr
among the Kitaniant Indians.
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