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ships ended, I saw the sufferings of
others hegin. By the increasing pro-
cession from Russia I knew that our
work was spreading. With hundreds
of comrades, 1 plauned future work.
In September, 1896, thoroughly re-
formed, I secured permission to return
to Russia, and three hours later T was
on the train.

* Our old ‘People’s Party * had be-
come the ‘Party of the Will of the Peo-
ple” and had Jied. as thousands of its
leaders were sent to exile or prison.
In 1887 the Social Democratic party
was formed, working mainly in the
factories and mills. Here they found
ready listeners, for the laborers who
had formed unions to mitigate their
wretched existence were often lashed
to death. It was against the law to
strilke. Once when a labor leader had
been arrested and a committee from
the workers came to the prison to ask
his release, they were shot down by the
prison officials.  Several times men
were shot for parading on the first of
May. Among the workers the new
party’ gained strength wuntil about
1900. Then all its Jewish members
seceded and formed the ° Bund'—
which favors immediate revolution.

Others, too, seceded, and its power has

slowly declined.

“The Social Revolutionist party. of
which I am a member, began only five
ycars ago, but it is now the most
promising in the growing struggle for
freedem. Like the Social Democrats,
we sirive for the Socialist conimon-
wealth. Dut, unlike them, we believe
that to secure our freedom the first
step is to throw off the System of the
Czar. To this standard—Freedom by
Revolution—membérs from all parties
raliy. The Liberalist Xliloshevski
served for years on the Board of
Aldermen and the Board of Educa-
tion in his city, striving to lift the
people out of the dense ignorance
which made them slaves. For years
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he struggled to make the school cdu-
cation of real value. Constantly
thwarted by the Govermment, as 1
myself had been. he was at last driven
to our party, became a valuable
worker, was captured. and is to-night
at the silver mines of Nertchinsk, to
which the Kara prisoners have heen
transferred.

“To the peasant we teach the old
lesson: To reach freedom—first, the
land must be owned by the people;
second the System of the Czar must
be swept away. There is not a pro-
vince in Russia where our literature
does not go. The underground maiis
run smoothly now. Scores of presses
work ceaselessly in Switzerland, safe
from capture. Not to take useless
risks, our central committec is scat-
tered all through Russia; it rarely
mects, but it constantly plans through
cipher letters and directs the local
committees, which in turn guide the
small local committees, and so down
to the little peasant and laborer groups
that meet to-night by thousands in
huts and city tenements.

“These thousands of groups draw
swiftly closer. Proclamations, open
letters, and announcements pour
through the underground mail. Qur
leaders constantly travel from group
to group. As a leader, my story is
typical.  When, on reaching Russia
eight years ago, I began again to
travel, I notic.d at once a vast differ-
ence. I no longer walked, but had
money for the railroads, and so cov-
cred ten times the ground; for six
vears the railway compartment was my
home. 1 had meetings on river boats
by night, in city tenement rooms,
in peasant huts, and in the forests. but
now, unlike the old days, the way had
always been prepared by some one be-
fore me. I was constantly protected.
Ciace, in Odessa, the police came into
the house where T was staying. Their
suspicions had heen aroused, and they




