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(otal misconception of the ease. We have never
yet sacn the Piotestant who had the faintest idea
of what we mean by the use of beads ; itis suffi-
cient that the use is Catholie, for them to con-
demn it.  But we are satisficd that this practice
like everything else relating to the true worship,
if correctly understood. would not only cease to
excite aversion in their minds, but would be
acknowledged as one of the sweetest and most
reasonable acts of devotion that a Chuistian can
perform.

It is to us a subject of moving and sinecer s grief
that there aro so many excellent spirits among our
Protestant brethren, held in total ignorance of the
whole Catholic creed, discipline, and practice,
We have every reason to know, that if once the
scales of prejudice were removed from their eyes,
multitudes of them would come as naturally to the
Catholic Church, as the vistual organs are aftract-
ed to the source of physical light. In the hope
that it may meet the view of some liberal and
affectionate mind, we present the following brief
sketch of the devotion of the beads, which proba-
bly some Catholics might peruse, without much
detriment to their stock of information.

It must be remembered that the great object of
devotion with the Catholic Chuich 13 the person of
her divine spouse, Jesus Christ, the Saviour of
mankind. All that concerns the Incarnation of
the Son of God, is with her a subject of the deep-
est interest. Eiom the annunciation of the angel
to the Vitgin, to the Ascension from Mount Olivet,
every mystery of our Redeemet’s being 1s a matter
of the dearest and sweetest recolicction. They
are, with her, not mere events of history that have
passed away, and melted in the dimness of anti—
quity, but subsisting and substantia! things, with
whose memory are bound all the affections of the
‘Christian heart. It is not as God only, but as the
God of Man, that Jesus Christ is so precious to his
Church; wherefore, every thing of his, human as
well as supethuman nature, is an object to us of
incffable interes:.

Had the svents of the lifs, death, and resurrec-
tion of our beloved Lord, to be re-enacted in the
flesh, with what devotion would every christian
rush to behold him, to dwell with him, to undo, if
possible, the latchet of his shoe; to weep, to
watch, to fast and pray with him, through all the
stages of his destiny. But the generation that did

this is past and gone, and we can only do in spirit
wkat they did in deed. We may net with the
eyes of flesh behold him, but still we can go back
in spirit te the days of his sojourn upon eartk, and
reader to him that homage we would have done had
we beheld him then. The history of his life .has
been preserved to us, and we are familiar with -all

its mysteries. The Place of his nativity, of his
habitation, of his agony, his death, his butial, his
ascengion,—all these with the circumstances of
those events, the sacrod traditions of the church
have handed down, and they form the subject of
our constant meditation. Next to beholding the
Word made I'lesh, himself, what can so wcll
acquaint us witk God our Saviour, what sv effec-
tually kindle our affections towards him, as (he
contemiplation in our hearts, of the various scencs
and events of his earthly carcer? An abs:iact
thought can never touch the heart; we must
invest it with a substance and a shape, cic it can
waken love. Henco it is, if we would commune
with our Saviour, we must go to Bethlehem, and
soe him subject to his holy parents—to the banks
of Jordan, where the Holy Ghost, in the likeness
of the dove, hovered over him ; to the mountain
where the devil tempted him—to the temple where
ho taught the doctors—to the sea shore where he
discoursed with his apostles—to the chamber
where he ate his last supper—to the garden where
he was betrayed—to the hall of Pilate, where he
was condemned—to the pillar where he was
scourged—to the hill where he was crucified—to
the sepulchre where he was buried—to the scenes
of his appearance after resusrection—to the Mount
where he appeared the last time on carth, amd
from whose summit he nscended into Heaven,

Now, the object in saying our beads, is simply
to commemorate these various mysteries, to ponder
them in our hearts, and to weep or rejoice over
them, according to the subject of consideration.
To facilitate this, the beads were invented by St.
Dominick, one of the most illustrious arid holy
men. Whoever will make the expcriment, may
perceive, if he has not before discovered it, that
in order to fix the mind on any given subject is of
great assistance. Thus, to recall the memory of
our parents, we turn to their cherished pottiaits,
without the help of which, in a very few years, we
become incapable of tracing their lineaments, with
any precision, on the tablet of memory. So, il
wé would remind ourselves of the events in the
life and death of our Saviour, we should employ
whatever aids we can for that effect.  Therefore,
we make use of the Crucifix, and other pictorial
objects. Thisis perfectly agiecable with the phby-
siology of our natures. No one who has consider-
ed the constitution of the human mind, ean dispute
it. - Is it not a wholesome thing to think upon the
passion and death of our Lord? If 80, ought we
not to contemplate it in the liveljest way we can ?
Then who shall forbid us any aid, which by the
constitution of our niftures, can facilitate the objact
we wouid effest ? Perhaps one mau’s imaginatien
may enable hiwm to dispense in some measure, with
artificial h 'ps; but whilst one ecan de without




