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prayers of the just on eirth before
the altar of incensé above. The
shints too know our frailty. They
kriow the terrible enemies with
which we have to contend in this
place of tridl: If it was lawfil to
ask their prayers whilst thiey were
on éarth, and their eternal lot ui-
known, sirely it cannat b itaproper
to do so riow when they are confirm-
ed in grace and glory: If theiridve
for their neighbour induced them
when living, to pray for his spirit-
ual welfare, would it rot bé impious
to suppose that their charity has
cooled since they have been transla-
ted to its source?> Oh no! those
who would deprive us of a commu-
nion with the Saints of God who
compose the Church Triumpant,
would inflicta great injury on the
members of the Church Militant.
We want tg look up to them both as
models and intercessors. God has:
crowned-in them his own gifts, and
in celebrating their virtues we pub-
lish- kis glories: In them, says:.
an ancient Father, he has af-
forded us beth an example and a
pmtectlon .

The venerablé usages of the Ro-
gation week are now consecrated by
anhgmty They have been ob-

seivedcfor niearly 1400 years. With
what piohshiflelity our holy Churclt!

has always treasured ap those “an--
cient rites! Even in the fourth

century St. John Chrysostom -had

his solemnfprocessions in Constanti--
nople, at which the cross was borne:
between lighted torches, zmd pubhc'
prayers were offered up to God for,
the conversion of Sinners, "and ﬁi‘

wants of the faithful. ~ %
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Saint Ambrose and St. Augus»
tine speak of the Processions: ab
Milan, The memorabje “Procese
sions of St. Gregory the Great':.at
Rome are well kpown;and the. R )
nerable Bede writing on -the: Priw
cessions’of the Roo‘asmn i Days als
ludes to the custom of béaning ~thé
relics of the saints in them, as one '

ong established in the f‘hﬁréf’l
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f) hls therefore zs b) pree;mm
ence a week of pray er, and of more.
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' austerity than any any othersi i the

Paschal days that have, £an8 . B)
The fast has been™ abohshed'becausg
it was not the splrit of the. churclﬁ o
impose a general fast durmo’ e
ijoyful days of thé PaschaI sebson
mculcates is' still the séme&, @d it
is our duty to pray thi® ek W[lth
mors than usial assuiu;ty and fer
vour, to as§fsa, ifwe pocsrbfy
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the pubhc devotxous of the” c}m“{‘ h
to fecite thig - Litanics Tosaries ot



