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" Came in the mail for you, Ncd," lie explained.
A lcttcr for Ncd w~as a rarity, and lie glanccd curiously

rit the heavy superscription ht bore. It 'vas postnmarkcd
Ridgeland.

Ned placcd ht in bis pocket witho!it opening it, and,
%vitlî bis school-rnates, entcrcd the chapel.

'lhle atispicious moment liad coule at last. T'he f.111
of a pin could have bec, iheard as Professor Ballentine
concluded the nioriling reading, and advanced to the
front of the pla.tioriii.

His hand rcsting on the desk, bis benevolcoit face
beaming down upon the asseniblcd seholars, lie prefaced
his rcmarks with the single wvord' "Gentlemen."

*rherc 'vas a flutter of cxpcctancy and enthusiasm, a
finit whispcr of " hear ! hear 1 'l a:îd the Professor con-
tintied-

"%'hitn the grânîînar sLiîol uf Ridgelaild %va: flrbt
orgaiiized, .1 %ve.lîhy3 gentlemnî of tlîis village, as )'ou ail
know, eiîdow% cd thç saie, anîd niade ebpecial pro% ision
for the eîîjoynîcnt of each long vacation by establishing
a fond knuu~n ab the .uînual c.\petdltiuon fuild. Th'lis
mncîy, invcsted profitably, lias for years adniiittcd of an
annual excursion for pileasure aoc! instruction.

'his year, the anîouont ready for the cootaiigetn(.
being unusuially large, wc hîave decidcd to give the stu-
dents a trip wlîich for eNtent and intcrebt wvîll entirel>
eclipse tlîat of ail previous years. The niemory of youir
uniform, gooi bclîaviour and excellent sclîolarsbhi fur tlîe
past yent eiihanýces the happintss 1 Ieel il- -. minitig
tic great pleasure I have in store for voit.

IAt tliree o'clock tliis afrer,îoon yot %vill bc aithei
depôt at Ridgeland. Tlîe cars wvill convcy uis to Kearney
junction, on the Union Pacifie Raiilroad, %%her an ex-
cursion train %vil] bear ub across the continent tu San
Franîcisco, wbence, ifter a visit to soine of the fainous
natural %wondcrs of thc Golden State, %ve will takec a twvo
weeks' voyage dono tlîe Piciic coast."

"I-Iur-r-a-lî 1
Like a iniolîty îvhirlwind liel( ini check cluring a 11111

in a storni and suddenly hursting forth witlî retnewed
intensity, tlîe shouits of deliglit and entliusiabsm !su(-
cceding the Professor's announccmnent were deafen-

Despite hiniself, the old teacher siniled, a suspicious
moisture visible iii lus happy cyes. ht %%ab soine mo-
ments before lie could resumne. M'en lic finally spoke,
howver, the exuberanit vivacity of tlîe assembied tlîroug
wvas perceptibiy decrcased at the seriouis tones lie
employed.

IlI regret that any unpleasant incident slîould have
occurred to niar the pleasure ot this day, but my duty
compels that 1 refer to a flatter tlîat has grieved nie
considerably, and wlîicb, as a flagrant violation of de-
coruin and the rules of the acadenîy, demaîîds atten-
tion.

1I find tlîis mîorning tlîat iniay of you knew of the
pi-oposed trip to the ocean-a secret I have preserved
hitherto because your parents lîad to bc wvritten to, and
our arrangements for railroad transportation wvere not
definitely settlcd utîtil yesterday.

IlI find this morning a poàiti% e (.ue to the spreading
of the secret of the expedition. Sorne studeîît, miore
curious than tie others, broke into îîîy study last niglit.
In bis endeavour to find somec trace of tic proposed
Jouroey, lic exauiined the oîaps and chat I liad drawvo,
and 5j)illed the contents of two botules, one of iîik, ihe
other of alcoliol, over tlîedrîig.

As Professor Ballentitie spoke, lie held Ill some
discoiourcd bliets, anid lus face grew (lutte steril.

"'Geiîtleiiîen," lie said, Il before you leave tlîis moont
tlîe cuiprit mîust ac.kiowledge bis guilt, .wnd rtect:&e i
merited punishnient. lVho did this dccd?"

There îvas not a stir nor a murnior in the silent
sclîool-roomn as cvery eyc îîas fixed intcntly on the Pro-
fessor's inîpressive face.

Ncd I)arrow started violently. H-is breatlî carne quick
and hie turined pale.

ITrouble iii tlie itudy ? " lie niuirmutred. Il It is Mr.
James, and tîte Professor lias aceused sonie of the
boys!1"

"I id you hear nic, gentlemen ?
'lle tutor's voice îvas a trille louder as hce uttered the

mandatory ivords.
StilI there "'as no reply.
IlNed Darrowv, stand Ill)
Had the floor opeuîed and engulfed lir, Ned %,Jutld

scarcely have been more ov'erconie tlîan at tlîe Profès-
sor's stern and prompt suiiîmons.

Vaguely fearful and trcnîbiog, lie arose tu lits fcet,
met the 1rofessor's searching glailLe for a miontent, and
thenl, confused and apprehenuie, lowered lits eyeb to
tlîe floor.

" Ned l.arrow, did )eu force your wvay into my study
bitnglt?'

"Id iid izol I " cime clear anîd proniptl>'.
A griuved, liorritied look sp)reatd over Professor Bal-

lentine's face.
IlYou dcny it? " lic eJaculated. " You dcii> aIl know-

lcdge of the disorder in nîy study ? "
Ned did not reply. His mind is in a sad wlîirl of

doubt and distress.
ILoîv could lic speak wîtliout inculpating 14r. James ?

-for lie knewv almost to a certaiuîty tlîat the under-master
ivas the culprit.

To breathe lus suspicions would be to lead to an in-
vestigation of tlîc tavero episode. No, no, hie could not
betray bis friend!

Yet, like the kncîl to dil bis liopes ana ambition,
sounded the Professor's troubled toiles-

IlA boyislî prank I nîiglit forgive ; falselîood, ncvcr.
1 have afl'ordcd youi an opportunity to sjîeak trîutlîfully
and confcss your fault.

"1 ani sliocked at tlîis episode. It %%.là )ou whîo irn-
parted tlîe secret of the cxîîedition tw the seholars. How
could voit learn of it except frorn an examnation of the
niaps Ili iny study ?

"And it was you, Ned L>arro%%, %i lioni I discov-ered
on tlie staircase last niglît about the tinic tlie lîbrar> Ivas
entered. Once more I urge you to confess your fault.
Did you enter my stud-, list niglt ? "

Ned Darrowv hung lus lîead in mute distress.
IlIf you did not, as you say, do you know wvbo did ?
The Professor waited a moment or tmo for a reply.
Theuî, îvitl a sigli that tolcl of a gentle nature grieved

ait tbe apparent discovery of guilt in a beioved student,
lic said, in a tone of forccd pieasantness

"lGentlemen, do not let tbe barnîony of the day bc
further disturbed by this unpleasant incident. At tliree
o'clock you will meet nme at tie railroad depôt-all of
you, wvitb one exception-Ned Darroiv "'

Poor Ned! As his school-niates filed past bim, and
tlîe roomn îas deserted, h e stood as if transfixed. At
that monment lie could not analyze lus emotion., or act
colierently.

The sunlight of life seenîed suddenly gone. He
ivalked slowly froin the apartment to lus ourn dormi-
tory, and sat down to reflect over ill that bad hap-
pened.

Around Iimi wvas hostie and enjoyment, the excited
lads preparing for the afteriloon journey. A score of
iiipuiseub filled bis mmnd, aîîd once lie bt.irted off ini qultjst
of ,Nr. Janmes, boping to find sortie uicatîs of convincing
llroft:b.sr Bailentine of bis error witbout bctr.ting bis
friend, the uuider.niaster.
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