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WINNIPEG, OCT. 14, 1899.

THE WARD SYSTEDM.

Winnipeg city aldermen have voted
in favor of thie mayor's calling a pub-
lle meeting to discuss the ward system,
It is to be hoped tho business men of
the city wilil take an interest in this
matter. The ward system s one
which has been already discussed In
these columus in ‘the past. AMany
thoughtful persons arv of the wpinlon
that this system is not conducive to
tire best administration of civic alfairs,
The statement that the ward system
has been long in use and lg still the
prevalling plan In this country and the
Unlted States, is not an all powerful
argument in its favor. At any rate,
some progress s now belug made to.
ward abollshing the system in  pro.
gressive towns.,

The argument in favor of the ward
gystew §8 that it secures local repre-
sentation for ecach district of she clity
or town. If good men are sesured,
it shiould 1ot be necessary to elect men
for eacli rection, to wateh each otier
and try to secure what they call a
fair distribution of the expenditure in
ecach division of the city. 7The squab-
bles ifto sccuro expenditures in  the
various wards is really one of the dis-
advantages of tho system. ‘Che pro-
motion of tlhie interests of the city at
large should be the gulding principle.

Tho selection of aldermen by w gen-
oral vote of the whole oty should be
conducive to thie clection of thoe best
men.  Uunder the ward system the cape
didates for gue ward may ajl be in-
different thmber, or poor men may
even he elected by acclamution for
want of a‘contest, while iu another
ward several first-class wmen may bo
in tho field, some of whom must of
uecessity be left out. If tho aldor-
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mon were glected by 2 goneral vote of
tho whole city, there would be 2 wider
range tc selcet frow and the best mon
should stand a betw:s chance of elec-
tlon. Petty ward influences, which
sometimes tend to briug out and clect
poor men, would be relegated to the
background.

If aloug with the abolitlon of the
ward system tlie personal solicitation
of* votes, elther by the candidate or
his frlend, could ba done away with.
a great step ln advanee would be ac.
complished.  Men  whose services
would be of great advantage to the
city, are prevented from ‘becoming
candidates because of the disiike they
righuy feei to the custom of solicitlng
votes, The custom is one which is
repugnant t0 many men. Publie dis-
cussion Is commendable, but private
solicitation s objectionable, in clvic ag

well as in provineclal or federai elec.
tions.

THE METRIC SYSTEM.

Sir Henrt_-Joly, on the vecasion of
Ms visit to Winpipeg last weok, de-
livere. a lecture ou the metric system
Gurlug which ke pointed out thio ne-
cessity for bewmg prepared for the in-
troduction of the system in  Canada.
Al the civilized nutions except Greit
Britain, the United States and Lus-
sla. now uso Lhis system of weights
el measures Cho vwo former coun-
irles are preparing the way for the
adeption of the system, and it is al-
most certain in time to come wnto uni-
versal use s

Sir Henri, we ihiuk made altogeth-
cr 100 much of the need of prolonged
study of the system. He thought it
necessary (o begin with the rising gzen-
cration and teach them the system bLe-
fore it could be generally adopted. To
those who lave not enquired as to
whay the metric systom is, this would
Indicuie that it would require a great
ceal of study to master tho system
This is all very misieading ‘fho me.
iric system of weights and mouasares
is very'simple—so slmpio hat b coald
e uncerstood by any Intelligent per-
son In ten minutes., 1t is simply the
application of the deciinal systew to
wdghts and measures. Gulike our
presens irregular modes of computa-
tion, thie meteric system Is uniformn
throughout, It i$ so simple that it
cau be mastered It a very short tima
Of course, 1t is guite proper that the
gystem  should have a placoe in owr
school books, beeause 1t 18 vound to
come into uee, sooner or  latery It is
not, however, nccessary to drill  the
rlsing genaration in this mattor on
account of any difflculty in mastering
the system.

The difflculty in the way of intro-
ducing the metric system of welghts
am! weasures is not on acconus of ciwe
newl of any great study in acquiring
the system. One obfectlon Is the dl-
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rcet pecunlary loss which would be
occasioued by the abandonmend of »~ur
precent measures, scales, ete. The
other principal objection is the con-
fusion which would result for a time
i chauglug our standards of weights
and measure. Instead of o yard of
cloth the purchaser would have to
call for a meotre, or in the place of o
poutd of butter a kilogramme would
be asked for. The metre 18 not the
same length us the yard, and the kilo.
gramme_is not the same welght a8
the pound. It Is not study but prac-
tien] use that is required to fum-
illarize people with the metrie 8ys-
tem. While tie theory ol the system
ls extremely simple there would be g
certaln amount of confusion in- put.
ting it Into effect, which no amount
of study would avoid. Fifty years of
teaching lu the schools would noi avoid
this. A llttle practical experience with
the system in force would soon, Low-
over, familinrize people with the
change, : .

The beet way to introduce the met.
ric system would beg to follow the plan
auopted by Gemnany and make it
conpulsory after & certamn Jdate, ale
lowlug, say three or four years for
merchapts  and  manufacturers to
work off stocks, of oll measures and
scales and have the new patterus
ready when the date for the enforce-
ment of the new yystem arrived. A
few weeke of practical use would ne-
cusiom the people to the change, while
Years of study of uhe priuciple of the
system woull not prevent the incou.
venlences which the change will en.
tall wlen it has to be made,

HURTEFUL CUSTOMS REGU-
LATLIONS.

-\n ordor has been passed at Ottawa

permitting the importation into Mani.

toba of cottonwoud trecs from the
Northwestern States uniil January

next. fhe importation of nursery
stock mw cCanada from the United
States 1 prohibited, owing to the
fear of wmrroducing San Jose scale. An-
exceplion nas now Leen made in favor
of tho fmportation into Aanitoba and
the Territories of cottonwood troes.
The object 15 10 encourage the growiug
of trecs in our prairie region, and the
cottonwood 18 cousidercd one of the
most suitabio for this purpose. ‘This
step is o very proper one we believe,
50 far as It goes. While the fruit
regions of Ontarlo and British Colum-
bia may require protection from United
States nursery stock, we do not be-
lieve that there is any necessity for
applying this prohibition to Manitoba
and the Territorles. The Northwest~
eru States, which are 1mmediately
soutl: o1 us, are believed to be compar-
ativoly free from San Jose scale and
thero woutd be little danger of import-
Ing nursery stock {rom say Minnesots
and North Dakota. The climate of



