1254

Soliciting Business.

A grain dealer and merchant in
southern Manitoba writes The Com-
mercial complaining of the custom
which has developed in the trade of
sending men out among the farmers
to soltcit business, Our correspondent
modestly asks that his name be with-
held. The letter Is as follows:

“For the last few youars the grain
men have allowed their buyers to go
Into the country and eolicit business.
Last yoas this was done at White-
water. One of tho dealers, however,
would not do this, neither would he go
off his platform to wrangle and dis-
pute about prices, but took what camo
to him, in some cases paying moro
than was offered in tho country the
day before by the canvassers.

Now this fcolish custom is a great
expensy to all concerned as each dealer
had to have an extra man for street
and country work.

Last Aprii a dealer startod In his
store taking ordors for binder cord.
He didl not 502 a man outside of his
office. Within a week an outsitde flrm
cmpiored a farmer to canvass the
whole district. As soon as the dealer
knew this he reducod the price of
twino te a point that no outside mor-
chant could touch withput actual
ioss, and to-day is delivering cord at
susht s small profit that it is certainly
a loss for the outside men to compete
with, The dealer has no chnvassing
to pay for nor livery or horse hire, no
extra work in delivering, no extra ex-
pense in eollecting, is always on the
ground and sees his customers.every
week, while the outside man had a
man and team canvassing, and
will Toquire o man Jor
days or wecks o deliver
the goods. The same thing  agaia,
when he has to send 2 collector to got
his money. The dealer cannot sec
why it ghould be necessary to dend
man mto the country to sell imple-
ments and cord any more than sugar,
cotton, pork or potagoes.”

Se far as the implement trade is con-
cerned, the custom of soliciting busi-
ness among the farmers has become
ro  thoroughly established that it
conkl hardly reosult in much ood to
coudemu the practice. At the sune
time, we believe it would e hetlor
for the farmers to refuse to place or-
ders In this way.  When they want
an article they would probaniy ve uble
to do bhetter by going after it, sad
inspeeting the varions articles shown.
1f they have the money, they will cer-
tawmly be able to buy to hetter mlvant-
age.  They often bmy articles which
they raally do not need, through the
custotn of soliciting, amd to this extent
at least the practicn Is an injury. The
Commureial  hias  always comlemned
the custom of bhuying from peddiers. In
nine cases out of ten the farmer gols
an inferlor article in this way, at a
higher price than he could wuy  for
from @ regular dealer?

A¥ for the grain trade, there can
v 1o excuse for the unbusinerslike cas-
tom of going luto the country to so-
Yielt business., The farmer will inve
to pay for the incresd cost of doing
businese in this way, as indeed he will
have to Jdo in the other lines of trade.
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Dusiness men cannot pay the extra ex-
peuse ot solletting  without charging
something for {t.

Porto Rico.

The Isluud of Porto Rico s 3,663
square miles In extent. 1t is 95 miles
loag and 35 miles broad. and has a
population, according to  tho latest
flgures, madp in 1337, of 813,937, of
which moro than 300,000are negroes,
There are 137 miles of railway and
about 150 miles of wagon road. All
otlier travelling and  transportation
must® o doe by mules and riding
horscs. Thero are 470 miles of tele-
wraph lines and telephone systems in
the prineipal cities. In 1895 the total
valyo of the hmports was $16,155,-
056 and ol exports $1.4,629,194, In
18%7 tho United States sent buports
to the island to the value of $2,181,-
024, aud rceceived esports valued at
£1,088,88% In 1306 tho exports to
Spain were $5,423,760, and there was
reeeivex] fron Spaln $7,328,880. There
Is @ largo tobacco crop now growing
which promiss well

Tho principal ecity is San Juan, sit-
wated upos a =mall island connected
withh the main laud by a bridge. At
tho other end of it are the high cliffy
wlhich support Il Morro Castle. The
harlor entrancz is one of great dil-
ficulty except under the most favor-
able couriderations. hut a broad and
beautiful bay is corcealed heyond it.
The smaller istand is two and 2 quar-
ter miles tog amd averages i quar-
ter of o wmile in width. The city is
a complete walled town, with port-
culis. moit, gat 8 and battlements.
Although over 250 yeurs old it is
still in good condition.

Inside the wals the city is Iaid off
tn regalar fquares. six paraltlel streets
ruming in tho direction of the length
of the island and s2ven at right angles.
The houks are closely and compactly
huilt of brick, usuanily of two stories,
stuccox! on the outside and painted
in a variety of colors. The upper
floors uare ockupixt by the more re-
spectable people. while  the ground
floors. ailmest without exception, are
kiven up to negross aml the poorer
clafs. who crowd upon one another
in the n.ost appalinz manucr. The
yronulatioa twithin the walls is ¢stim-
atel at £0,000, and mo:t of it lives
ot the uround floor. where cvery-
thing reeks with filth amd conditious
are wost ursanitary. The entiro pop-
ulatiot depemds upon  rain  water
cauzht upoxn tho flat roofls of the
buildings and conducted to the cis-
tern. which otenpies the greater pard
of the inner courtyard, while vaults
ocrun) whatever remaining  space
thers may be in thoe patios.

Epilemivs  are {requent, aand  the
towa is alive Wwith  vermin, fleas,
cockroaches, mosgaitors and dogs. The
streets are  witler than in the older
part of Havann, and will adimit  of
two  carringss abreast. They are
swept once a day by lumd, and are
kept, cleatw. The wsot! uuder the city
furnishes  a  gool natural dralnage.
The trado wiml blows strong  and
fresh, aad through the harbor runsa
strenm of s wniter at o spetd of
not  ley than  three miles an hour.
With these conditions, no cantagious
discases i properly taken care of could
oxiste

There arc several smmll suburbs
without the walled city, and the to-
tal population was cstimatad at 30-
00 in 1896  Thore is Httle manufac-
turingg, and that of small importance.
The Standard O Company has a
smuall refinery aad there Is an clectric
light plant. The climate Is warm, and

except for threo moanths agreeable.
There are sudden changes and much
lung trouble, espechally among the
uatives. vy

Pouce Is thp secomd city of Import-
auce. IS Is sitnated on the south
eoust about two miley from the s~
board and hiws a population of about
of about 15,000, It is the restdence of
the military commander and . the
seat of an officiad clvunber of com-
merce. There s a Catholic churceh and
the only Protestant church in the
Spanish West Indies. The inhabitants
are principally occupioc:d in mercantile
pursuits.  Its scaport is Playa, o
town of 5,000 inhabitants, where ves-
sels of twenty-five feet draft can e
actommoxiated i the harbor. This iy
sail to b2 the healthiest spat on the
island.

Alayaguez, the third city, is situat-
ol in the  west part, [acing Mona
Chaunnel. There are three manufac-
torics of chiocolnto for Jocal consump-
tion, Sugar, coffee, oranges, pine-
apples, and cocounuts are exported
largely—all  except coffee, principal-
Iy to the Unfitexd States. OF sugar the
muscovado gous to the United States
and the centrifugal to Spain. Maya-
guez is the sceond port for coffee, the
average  amnual export being 170,-
000 hundredweights,  About 50,000
bags of flour are imported into this
port every year from the Unitel
States. The popuiation is nearly £0.-
000, the majority white. The climate
is excellent, tiie temperature never
exceedingg 90 degrees I,

Aguadilla, in the northwest portion
of the island, has 35,000 Inhabitants.
In the town are three establishments
for preparmyg coffee for exportation.
The climate is hot, but healthy.

Arecibo, with 7,000 inhatants, iIs
situated on the north coast. The
harbor is poor, being nothing more
than an open roadstead.  Goods are
conveyea on the river to and from the
town in flat-bottomed boats, with the
aid of long poles. At the bar of the
river overything is again transferred
Into lighters and thence to vessels.

Fajardo has a population of 8§,779.
The town Is about otie and one-quarter
miles from the ay.  The only import-
ant industry of the district is the man-
ufacture of muscovado sugar. Shooks,
hickory hoops, pino boards, and pro-
vicions come from the United States
in considerable quantities.  Sugar and
molasses are exported, and oceastonal-
Iy tortoiee shell. The climate is tem-
perate and healthy.

Naguabo is  a town  of 2030 in-
hablitants. The capital of the depart-
went, Humacao, Is nine miles distant,
and has 4000 inhabitants—the dis-
trict comprising more than 135,000.

Arroyo {& o seaport of 1,200 Inhinb-
itants.  The annual exports to the
United Siates average 7,000 o 10
000 hogsheads of sagar, 2,000 to 35,000
caske of molasses, and 30 to 150 casks
and barrels of bay rum.

The Cockshutt  Ylow Company, of
Breantford, Ont.. have had a very
huasy season this year, the demamd Jor
their goods haviug been so great that
it hax pecessitated an calargemoent of
thielr factory, as with the present ac-
commadation they hiave not heen alle
te turn cut the yrools fast  enough.
An addition (145 feet tong and five
staries high is being ailt to the fac-
tory. Mr. Mott. manager at Winni-
pre for the company. says that with
this large Increase in the capacity of
the factory, he hopes Lo meet the re-
quirements of the western trade more
promptly  than they have been alle
to do thls season, on account of the
great demand for their goods.
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