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Businae Tax.
A n.coting of the legisiativo committeo of

the WVinnipeg cit.yceuricil wvas hala Thursday
oveniug for the consideration of propesed
legislation W Ibc nsked for at tho prosont
session ef the legislature.

Tho chairman, in inviting discussion of the
buRiness tas, called first upen those wvho wero
opposed to tho tax to stato tho griovanras
complained of.

Wm. Orundy, chairnian et the committee
of the rotailero' association, made the first
prosentaýtion of the case. Ifo spolie of the
impresion that had provailed that the presont
sysoicm ef taxation was duo to the Jubbers'
union. Mr. BoIe had proposed Wo bring in
saime suborne which would roduce t'no griev-
anceofe the retail marchants, but it had bean
observed that ho had loft the city. The
pree systom wvas more favorable to the
large dealers, and worked hardship tW the
smellonos. Tho assozziation wasnfot preparcd
Wo take the initiative to-night in submitting
a systoni.

A. Dykes said the taxes ef thA rotailers had
even bean trebled, and in soine cases iactons-
od six times by tho present law. Hlo told how
Main streot had been made a street of sumali
stores, through the efforts Wo evade the tax.
His own tax had bean iaureased froie $10 tW
$G0, and. ho had in consequence moved away
frorm Main street. lie suggested the placing
et a minimum ta% of $15 upon all doing
business in thecity, and taxinghait the stock
ebove that.

Gilbert Fowler took the position that there,
~wer grievancw ; that the present sso
was net giving satisfaction. Hoe co.sdec
tnar the only correct prinuiple of taxatiou
was that ef taxing on valuation.

Mr. Wright, of Wright & Wright, grJ)cer,
hald that the prosent systema was auything
but equlitable, thougli et present it was flot
WOrking hardship tW bis firma, as tbey now
occupied a smail building

A. Christie said the present system had
nearly doubled his taxes; his tex ivas four
per cent. of the value of bis stock.

Ald. Sproule said it waî the business of the
council to look into the facts and find a
rernedy. The present s-ystem bad bed te
be, frequently readjusted.

J. P. Keeler spolie W a petition from the
barbers of the city. The taxing of barbers
chairs was a bad law. le favored irnposing
taxes eccucrding Wo valuation.

AId. Black said, in defence of the prosent
systeni, that it reached inany classes et peo-
ple, lal4yers, doctors, and others, wbo had
paid ne taxes before.

Ald. Craig would not go back te the old
systeni, but ho was in favor ef oqualization.

letught the proscrit systeni could be uin-
proved.

J. H. Ashdown. t-peaking for the wholesaie
dealers, said they hoped tbere would be ne
friction. Ho pointed eut tbattbe'wholesaler
must be placed on a reasonable position Wo
compote ith those in the east who, have cer-
tain advantages in their favor. They had
much larger constituencies and lowor taxes.
If the oId law had been acted up Wa in assoss-
ing up Wa the full -value, ho -tvould net have
bean able tW carry ýse large a stock. Under
tho new law hoe had ereted a large building
and was ablo te carry bis fuIl stock bore. Ho
would bo glad if relief wcre giveî Wo the bar-
beus and othfrs who hed grievances; but this
should not bo done by burdening the wbole-
Sale mon.

-R. J. Wbitle dweît upon the proposition that
had beon mae e Wt=a stocks up to their full
-value, this would have nieant bankruptcy to
soine ef the business mon. Tho wholesale
mon could do their business as well iu St.
Boniface, but thoy had largely improved pro-
perty in the city, and made unimproved
property more valuablo, basides paying their
taxes. Moni doing a much lerger business in

Montreal werc payingloss than hait tho busi-
uesi ta% ho ivas payang.

G. P. Oeiltsaid ho wvas oneofe those who
pey as much now as hoe ovor did. Tho ques-
tien was how ta induce othar whologalo mon
Wa corn e bre and do business; none had
cornesincho st.rted beoein 1882. Ho spoke
of the advantago Wa the city frein the work
done in connection with wholesalo estebli.sh-
mots, end et tho keon competitien with
oatern firms. IL wag for tho counicil We
correct mistakes that might have bcen mae
and reniody individuel grievatices; but do
net go back tW the old systom ef taxing steck
and tberby retard tho growth et Lh city
and provent people from coming bore.

R. T. Riley statod em2phatically thet tho
prosent systern hed net bean originatud by the
Jubbors' union, but presented to thom for
considoretion hy some et the aldermen. No
sbowed the inequalities et theolad t1ystom;
hankors, for exemple, wore net assessed; and
the assosor could net value the stocks equit-
ably. Mr. Ru!ey gav istances Wa ehow thet
merchants whoso steclks were fer trein boing
oqual hed been nssassed and taxaid fer equel
amouints. The present system, ho said was a
9reat dcal feirer than tho old one, thougb ho
did flot dlaima thet the present one ivas por-

foot, lie favered an income tas ; ho tbought
it would bo as masy to levyas the Vax on stocks
bcd heen.

T. D. Dogan said the total emount of over-
tas thet was clainied was enly saine $3.000.
lie suggested that tho Rotailers' Association
and the Jobhers' Union meut and try Wo came

.te an undorstanding.
W. Georgeson seid it had beau cberged by

those agrieved thet the wbolosalers hed flxed
the rate. this was net tho case. The prosent
tas was excessive, being two and a hait times
thet in Montreal.' Wholeselers had left the
city, but noue bad coine Wo take their places.

Mr. Teicbman bolieved that if small cein-
rrittees of tbroe eacb et the rotailers, the
Jobbera' union and the uity wore eppointed,
the question could bo settled in au heur.Mr. Riîoy was preparod Wa fevor a meeting
on the lino of reducing the tax on the reteil-
ors, but net on the lino) nt inureaing the tex
on the wholesalo mon.

Tho meeting adjourned eb 11.15 o'clock,
with the understanding thet committees
were te ho appointed and a centerence held,
as suggested. Wben the joint sub-committee,
is prepered Wa report, the legisîetive cein-
mittee wiIl ho called Wogotber zgain.

Chiloayo Bloard of Trade Pr1ces.
The pricca below are board eft ide quotations for

chicen Ne. 2 wbeat, No. 2 oat3 and No. 2 cern, per
bushel. Porklc a quoted pertwbac! anS lard and short
rnbpet 100peunda.

'Wbeat wes irregular on Monday, but
generelly bigher, inlluenced by reductions in
stocks. Thorao würe, sharp fluctuations in
prices, which. gained î Wa lie over Saturday.
Closing prices were:

Pub. M ay. July.
Wheat. 66fl 68a 68
Corn .... 28 80 ~ 82
Oats .... 191 211 212
Mess.Pork. . 10 50 10 7
Lard ........- 5 95 -
ShortRibs.. 5 25 5 50 -

On Tuesday weaker cables and foreiga sel-
llng causcd a downward tondoncy, further
aggraveted by leck et expert demand and
bcavy speculative sealling, undor the influonco
of which prices declinod boaviîy. Closing
prices were,

Whet...
Cern..
Qats ...
Mess Pork..
Lard..
Short Riba.

Feb Mey. July.
6l1 668 66~

271 80
19 211 21g

10 15 10 40 -

5 60 5 82à -

5 10 5 80 -

On Wednesdy Argentine reported unfov-
orablo woather and cables were improved,
eenseng a sael Panle emong shorts, and as a
,resuit et their buying, pricos advanced.
Olosing prices wero:

Feb. May. July.
Whoat ... 5 ~ 67 ~ 674
Corn .... 27 80H 81*
Oats 191 211 21j
Mes Peit 10 15 10 40>
Lard ........- -
ShortItibs.. - -

On Tbursdey wet was strong et tho open-
in, sisted by toreiga buying et Now Yorki.

Th full advaaco was net hald and tho close
was quiet et a ahade ehovo yesterdey. Closing
prires Ivore:-

Fob. May. July.
Wheet .... 65*-B 67*-à 67
Corn .... 28 80à 81R
Oats .... 19à 21b 21r
Pork ....... 10 87 10 57
Lard .... - --

Short Ribs
On Friday prices were easy at *tho oerly

sesion, on large receipts in the west and
roreign solling et New York, but improved
Jeter under good experts and unfavorablo crop
reports from Argentine. Closing prices
wete:

Wheat.k*:
Corn.
Oats.
Mes Park..
Lard..
Short Ribs.

Fob. May.
66* 8
I284 802
19* 21b

10 17à 10 37t
5 52j 572à
5 121. à -

July.
67
811
21

Wheat opened Jower on SatL'-day et 67îo
for May option and had a nariow range.
Clasing prices wore:

Feb. May. July
Wbeat. 65 67?.-4 662-a
Corn .... 28 80 Bi
Oats.... 19 211B 1
Mess Pork .. 10 12r 10 82j
Lard .........- -
Short Ribs . - - -
Flaz Seed.. - 9J -

Aw wk aeMay wbeat closed et 671c. and
July et 677c. A yoar ege Pebruary wbeat
closed 50ýo, and May et 582cu.

Rinieapoie Wbeat.
No. 1 Nortbern wheat closed on Saturday as

follows: May delivery et 62 Wa 62*e, and 68Bc
for July. A week ago May wheat closed et
62c.

New York Whoat.
On Saturday, Peb. 8, May delivery cloed

et 78ac. and July doeý,eryet 78fl. A week
ago wheeat closed et 78jc for May.

flaluth Wheat-mIakot.
No. 1 Northern wheat et Duluth closed as

tellows on cech day of tbe week:
Menday-Feb., Glic., Mry. 651c.
Tuesday-Feb- 60la Mtay, 63lc.
Wedneeday-Fcb. COlo Many, elle.
Thuredzy-Feb. 61J Masy. 041
Prlday-t'cb. Cli., May C5S.
Saturday-.Feb.- c., May. 611-jo.

A weeh ago Wo-day, (Seturday) prices closed
et 614e for May. A yeaa- ago May
dolivery closed et 58*c. Twe years ago May
closed et 60 c. No. 1 haid wes quoted
et about le oôver No. 1 northern, No. 2
northorn, 2JW t84e lower then No. 1 northern
for cash wheat.

The Toronto Land and Imon Company bas
asaignea. Tho liebilities arie about 840,0
and assets nomnally about the same, but
consisting principelly et un pro6ductive mal
estate, -which would bring little et a forced
sale.


