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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

WIsN:PRG, SATTRDPAY AFTERNnON, Juno 2.

The iaonth of May just closed has recorded
o conelderable falling off in busincss as com.
ared with the san.o month last year. Housos
which held their own for the earlier months of
tho yaar, roport a falling off for May. A con-
sidorable trade in small crders, howover is
looked for, as merchants generally stocked up
very lightly this spring. Tho weathor has becn
warm and this  week, and very
warm tho latter half of tho week.
While crops aro reported upon favorably,
the noed of rain is daily becoming more urgent.
Wheat in tho wept ia ten inches high in somo
cates, Tho upland hay crop prospoct is poor.
Thore wero somo showars last week in the west,
but not at alt general, and none in the princi-
pal whoat distriots. Tho cold, heavy rainsof a
short timo ago in the far west aro sald to have
cauned the loss of considerablo young stock on
the exposed rapges. Railway communication
with tho Coast has been interrupted by the ter-
riblo floods in British Columbia, whero it is
said tho loss will be about $3,000,000. The
lower Fraser river valley is affected
by tho floods the most saoverely,
many farm buildinge and live stock have been
swopt away. Thoro is considerablo building in
Winnipeg, moatly private residonces, which
improves trade in cortain lines, 20 that the
situation is not altogether depressed.

Winnipeg Harkets.

JAll quotations, unloss otherwiso specified, are whole
sale for such quantitics as aro usually .aken by retail
dealens, and gro subject to tho usual reduction on large
quanmiu and to cash discounts,)

Nrrs Soft shelled almonds are yaoted at 16
to 180, walnuts, 14 to 16c, pcanuts roasted, 14
to 150, filberts, 12 to 1Go, pecauns, 16 to 17c.
Brazils, 14 to 15¢.  Figs, 14 to 18¢c; dates, 100.

CANNED MEATS :—

CornchBe;:! .{ 1b tins, per caso of %dozen 3?2. ?g
Roast Bee ¢
L3 “

D lg W w1 e i%
Lum.hul'ongue::::% “ . é . ;g
Ox ToDgUO.... ..13 '* 4 ) I € 70
Chipped Dried Boefl™ " 2 525
Compressed Ham .1 * s g 6 60

Fruip Beee, Erc.—Following are prices
of the goods put up by the Johnston
Fluid Beef Company of Montreal :—Johns-
toa’s Fluld Beef—No. 1, 2.0z tins, per
dozen, 32.70 ; No. 2, 4-0z., $1.30 ; No. 3, 8-0z.,
$7.88; No. 4, 1.1b., $12.83; No. 5, 2-1b., §24.30.
Staminal—2 oz bottles, per dozen, $2.55 ; do,
4-0z., $5.10; do, 8.0z., $7.65; do, 16.0z, $12.75
Fluid Beef Cordial—20-0z. bottles, $10. Milk
Granules—In cases of 4 dozgp, $5.10. Milk
Granules with Cercals—In cases of 4 dozen,
$4.25,

GREEN FrUiTS—Strawberries have been more
plentiful, but prices bave not been materially
reduced. For choice fruit 35 has been asked,
while large buyers have been able to scoure a
reduction of 15 or 20c per box, Bananas con-
tinue quite =carce. ose received are very
fine, large bunces and have brought a good
price. galifomia. cherries are being received.,
The cheaper grades of California oranges are
about dome. A few geedlings were going at
$3.75, but €4 to $4.50 was wanted for good
fruit of the better qualities, No tomatoes in
this week, P+icesare: California oranges, $4
to4.50 ; Lemons, new Messinas, $3.25 to 4.50.
Bananas, $2.75 to $3.60 por bunch. Pineapples,
$2.50 to $3.00 per dozen. Strawberrics, £5.00
por case of 24 boxes. California cherries, $2.25
to $250. Pie plant, 2 to 3¢ per pound,
California comb honey, $8.50 per case of
48 sections, New mapple sugar, 12 to 130 per
pound in 1.1b, cakes. Maplesyrup, 76c todl per
gallon in wood, and $1 to 1.25 in tins, as to
quality.

Raw Frrs— Following aro the dates fixed for
the June fur sales at London. C. M. Lavapson
& Co. will hold sales as follows: June 4, 5, 6,

7,8  Aftor the Juno sales there will be no im
ortant sales until Ootober, on tho following
ates Qotober 22, 23, 24, 25, 20. Quo

tations below will aboat cuver the range of
prices in Winnipeg. The valuo of a skin varles
as to size, color and condition of f~r. The top
prico is for largo skins, of prime quality, Qo.
casionally an extra large, fine akin is recoived
whiloh will briog even more than the tap yuo
tation :—

Badger, porakin ...ee00iuiain $ 05to® 60

ry, black.cieceninonnnnents 50 to 20 00
Bear, brown ...... ........ 50 to 20 00
Boar, grizzly ..... ereanrenen . 10to 16 00
Beavor coveeeviinioenns ceees 2000 700

Beavor castors, per pound .... 260te 6 M

Ermines, per skin ,........... Olto 02
Fishor ..... serracanens veeees W0 70U
Fox, cross .......... Ceeevans 9to 0600
Fox, kit ....00o0000veeess eeee 10to 00
Fox, red ........ veseresese.s 25t 1050
Fox, silver ...cocvvvennnns .. 500to 70 Q0
DRoeeorceoscrnensasersosss Soto 3 (0
Marton ... 15t0o 2560
Mink .... vevess  2to 150
Musquash .......ocvviencnnn, 02 to 10
(0777 U P 150to 9 00
Raccoont ...ocvvvnnns cere aas 60 to 85
Skunk ..... treeineae ceeraees 05 to 60
Timber wolf......vovnencnens 2to 300
Prairie wolf, largo...c.oeeeee. 25 to 7
o small c.oo00e-tn 25 to 05
Wolvering ... cieevnacenes §0to 3 50

WoorL—The wool markets in the States aro
not improving, and prices are low aod with no
prospects of an early improvement, oithor here
or in the States, as the mills are buying very
cautiously aud stogks aro large, there boing a
large quantity of last year's clip still held in
this country. Tho fact is, last years clip was
bouiht. on a speculativo basis, and was bought
too high. Denlers wore counting on the carly
removal of the duty on wool going into the
United States, and expected that would give
them a botter market, heane they were eager
buyers a year ago. The duty in the States
atill remaas, and the price of wool in that
conntry has fallen so low that even if the duty
were now removed it woald not help prices
here. Local dealers quote 7 to 9c for unwashed
Manitoba flecco and 'p to 106 for pure down
wools, about 93¢ is sa.d to have been pand for
mixed quality. Bradstreet's last report on wools
in the United States says: *‘Demand coutinues
slow, with sales ruling smaller for all kinds of
wool. The arrivala of new wools are increas-
ing and the market is gonorally weaker, with
prices of most kinds lower vader the pressure
tosell. Fine fleece sales have been made at
lower prices. No. 1 clothing flecces are lc
lower to sell, with combiog fleeces nominall
unchanged, Territory wools are dull and val-
ues are lower all along the line. The market
for one quarter ard three-eighths blood wools
is lolower on spot, with values quoted down
fully 20 on lots to arrive. Manufacturers aro
only meeting pressing neceds. Carpet wools
aro dull,”

TexriLes.—United States cottons are said to
be coming into Canada at eastern points, These
importations are not a matter of duty so much
as owing to the depression in the States. The
goods are evidently being slaughtered to raise
the wind, and probably are sold at a loss.
Prices of cotton are said te bs easy in conse-
quence at the Canadian mills, aud the possibili-
ty of further concessions have been talked of.
At the recent anrual meeting of the Canadiar
Colored Cotton Company the report vas not as
satisfactory as expected, the finauncial state-
ment showing net profits of $201,559.56, which
after paying interest on bonds and dividends
left $1,700 to the good. It is said considerable
dissatisfaction was manifested on the part of
the shareholdora av the expenses of the manage-
ment, which amounted to $44,390, and also the
large commissions paid the selling agents,
amotating to $61,000. The output of the
company for the year was about $2,-
050,000, showing a falling off of about
$1,000,000. The capital of the company

is $2,700,000, and the bonds $2,000,000.
Work was resumed on . “~nday at the Jt. John
\Now Brunswick: cotton milis, tho employees
accepting & reduction of wages. Tho Now
Brunawick miils, St John, were reported ready
to start on Thursday if tho oporatives desiso to
work at reduced wages. Tho St. Croix cotton
mills, at . Stephen, Now Brunswick, have
sloce las. Augast been tunning only about
thirty five hoars por week, and the operatives
have not much more than made their board.
Last weck thoy were notified of a goneral euts
down in wages or elso tho mill would be closed
down during the summer. Tho oporatives
have declined to accept the out an? the mill is
closed, In tho local situation heroe trado is
?*uiet. May having been a vgy quiet month.

ouses which held their own during the provi.
ous months this year, show a falling off for May
a® compared with a year ago. Inoclothing a
good many small mail orders have becn re.
coived this week, which indicato that stooks
aro bolng broken, but orders are only being
given for urgent requiremonts. As country
morchants stooked ap very lightly last spring,
stocks must be well reduced now. Soma
orrers wore made in tha last report of tariff
changes in dry goods For lanstance {t wae
said that a spooific duty of 100 par pair had
been made on socks, whoreas it should
have read 100 per dozen pair. Tho clothip
duty is 50 per pound and 30 per ceut. instea
of 5¢ and 25 per cent. as reported. Following
are the corrected changes: Sooks and stook-
fags of all kinds, .0.s,, 10 cents por dozen pair
and 35 per cont. Two ply and three ply ingrain
carpets, of which the warp is composed wholl
of cotton or other matorial than wool, worsted,
the hair of the Alpaca goat or ather liko animal,
3 centa per squave yard and 25 per cent. Lreble
ingrain three ply and two ply carpsts composed
wholly of wooi, 5 cents per syaare yars and
25 por cont. Manufactures composed wholly
orin part of wool, worsted, the hair of the
Algsca goat or othor like an mal, viz., blankets
and flanael of every deascri .tion, cloths, doc-
skins, cassimeres, tweeds, coatings, overcoat-
ings and felt cloth, n.cs., 6 conts psr pound
and 25 per cent. Al fabrics composed wholly
or in part of wool, worsted, the hair of the
Alpaca goat or auy other like animals
n.e.8,, 30 per cent. Clothing ready-made
and wearing apparel of every desoription,
composed wholly or in part of wooly
worsted, the hair of the Alpaca goat or other
animal n.o.p., 5 cents yer pound and.30 per
cent, Shirts, n.e.s., 35 per cent. Window
shades, in the piece or cut and hemmed, 35 per
cent., but no less than 5 cents per square yard.
Eunamelled floor, stair, sholf and table ocilcloth,
cork matting or carpet and linoleum, 30 per
cent., Lut not less than 4 cents per square yard,
Yarns, composed wholly or in part of wool,
worsted, the hair of the Alpaca goat or other
like animals, costing 20 cents per pound and
under, § ceants per pound and 20 per cent. ad
valorem,

Learuer—Trade is quiet in this branch as
usual at this time of year and there has heen no
further change iz prices. Quotations ave :—
Spanish sole, best No. I, Ser 1b, 28 to 30c;
Spanish sole, No. 1, per 11,26 to 28¢; Spanish
sole, No. 2, 24c; slaughter sole, heavy, 300;
slaughter sole, light, 27¢; harness, heavy, best,
28 to 30c; harness, light, best, 28 to 30c; har.
ness, No. 1, 26 to 28c; upper, heavy, best, 35
to45c; upper, iight, 50; kip skins, French, $1
to 1.10; kip skins, domestic, 75 to 85¢; calf
sking, French, premier choice, §1.25 to 1,50;
calf skins, domestic, 75 to 85c; splits, senior,
25 10 8bc; splits, junior, 30; cowhide, 35 to 45¢;
corduvan, éyer foot, 17 to Zlc; pebble, cow, 17
to2lc; buff, 17 to 2lc; russets, sadd:iers, per
doz., $12.50; linings, colored, per foot, 12c.

Woop—There is very little business in
car lots, Tamarac is held at $2.50 to $4.75 per
cord on track hera in car lots as to quality,
Oak about $4, mixed pine, spruco, etc , can be
had at $3.50 to $3.756. Poplar has sold at from
82,50 to £€3.00 on track as to quality, green cus
poplar brings the top price.



