THE COMMERCIKL

funeral as o body, in token of their respect for
the deccased. At a subsequent mesting, Mr.
F. B. Ross was clected to fill tho vacaney in the
Council, caused by the death of Lieut..Colonel
Mackeand,

In December, My, Reid, & member of this
Board, died suddenly at his liome in Selkirk,
whence he had removed from this city.

BOARD OF GRAIN ENAMINERS,

In July the Board of Grain Examiners pre:
sented to the Board their regular yearly re.
port, whicli your Council recommended should
be published as an appendix to this report. In
Septemnber the Grain Examiners procured sam.
ples from all parts of the Province, after con-
siderable difliculty, owing to the fact that with
such an enormnons of yield of all grains,
it was well nigh impossible to get threshing
done in that nionth,  As provided for in tho
Iuspection Act, a deputation of three of the
Examiners proceeded to Toronto and assisted
in selecting samples to serve as standards for
tho season’s crop. A full set of standard sam-
plesare on fyle in the Secretary’s office, for
use in tho caso of boards of arbitration heing
called for.

HIDE AND LEATHER COMMITTEE.

The Hide and Leather Comuiittee presented
their Annvil Report in July, with the returns
made by Hida Inspector, who made suggestions
regarding the distribution of inforination re-
specting the requirements of the Inspecticn Act.
As ordeved by the Board, the Committee pre-
pared a circular atldressed to country dealers,
butchers and farmers, explaining the necessity
of greater care being taken in the marketing of
hides, as well gs in the skinning of animals.
This circular, to the extent of 1,000 copies, was
distributed throughout the Province, and judg-
ing from the favorable comments made by the
provincial press, and the fact that many papers
have reproduced it more than once, your Coun-
¢il consider that the ontlay was amnply repaid.

THE GOVERNMENT EXPERIMENTAL PARMS,

Inunediately after the last Annual Meeting
of the Bonrd your Council was callel upon to
take steps to sccure, if poasible, the locating of
the Experimental Farm, which the Dominion
Government proposed to establish in Manitoba,
in the vicinity of Winnipeg. A large commit-
tee was appoiated to act jointly with one from
the City Council, Information was secured re-
garding several eligible sites, in the immediute
ncighborhood of the city, which might be pur.
chased at, in each instance # very moderate
cost. A deputation waited on the Hon. Thos.
White, Minister of the Interior, who was in
Winnipeg in March on a visit, to press upon
him the advantages of this locality as a site for
the farm. A strong memorial ‘was prepared
and forwarded to the Minister of Agriculture,
and copies of it to the senntors and representa-
tives of Manitoba in the House of Commons.
“he position of this cityas a railroad, cduca-
tional, commercial and afgriciltural centre was
pointed out to the Ministur, and after the visit
of Prof. Savaders, Dirc.tor of the Experimen-
tal Farm Departmen’. when he consulted ' with
the committee, and was accompanied by its
members to different suitable sites close to the
city,"your Council hove every confidence that
the proposed Experimental Farm will be locat-

edin the immediate’ vicinity of Winnipeg.

This committee held six meetings, ail of which
were largely attended:
THE DRAINAGE OF LANDS.

Your Council appointed a coinnittee to col.
lect nll the information possible regarding the
oxtent to which the lands, within a radius of
twenty miles of the city, might be most thor-
oughly drained bv a comprehensive and econ-
omical system. The committee waited on Hon,
Dr. Wilson, Minister of Public Works of Mani-
toba, and conferred with him on this subjeet.
It was determined by the committeo that the
first thing requisite was the preparation of n
topographical map of the district, which would
show in detail the altitudes and natural water-
ways ot the area. An cstiinato was made by
the Chicf Engineer of the cost of a tovographi-
cal survey and the preparation of a suitable
map of the lands situated within twenty miles
of the city, the amount estimated being about

7,000,

The coumitte was to have again waited on
the Hon. Dr. Harrison, but the agitation in
political mattersendered the atteinpt useless,
Your Council leave to their succersors the
further investigation into this matter, which is
of extreme importance to the city.

COLONIZANION AND IMMIGRATION,

A strong standing committeo was appointed
by your Council from amongst the members of
the Doard to act with a similar body appointed
by the City Council, to take up the matter of
devising the best means available for attracting
the attention of settlers to the vacant lands in
the vicinity of the city.  After application the
City Council provided tho sum of £500 to be
expended in carrying out the object aimed at.
Under the direction of the committee a brief
description of the lunds within a radius of
twenty siles of the city, with a statement of
the advantages offered to settlers by the Win-
nipeg mackets, was issued, and under an ar-
raugement with the Minister of Agricclture,
distributed in Ontario to the extent of 12,000
copies. It issatisfactory to know that many
enquiries have been made regarding our lands,
in consequence.  Attention may be drawn to
the fact that during the past summer a consid-
erable quantity of the lands in this vicinity has
been settled on 3 and the abundant harvest,
wmarketed at the highest provincial prices, will,
without doubt, induce many farmers to sccure
these lands at the low price for which they are
offered. The committee will submit a report
to this meeting.

, GRAIN ESTIMATES,

Your Council, in September, collected data
regarding the yield in various grains through-
out the Province, angd from the information se-
cured, preparcd an estimate of the quantities
of each deseription available for export, While
exercising great care in compiling the figures,
it was considered advisable to rather nnder-
rate the totals, 8o that no imputation might be
made of an attempt to boom the country on un-
reliable figures, It is satisfactory therefore to
know that ev~~y itidication at presént confivins
the estimates'made by your Council of & grain
yicld per acre, that is probably without a par-
allel in any country onthe glohe.- -~ The eti-
mate as published was widely circulated” in
Canada, the United States and Europe, with
the result that iech attention has been dvawan

- the provisions of tho amended act,

to Manitohans o grain produ.ing province.
\Wherever commented upon, the figures given
have been nceepted as trustworthy, aud your
Jouncil suggest that steps he taken cach year
to obtaiu necessary informatiun rvequired to
issue an cstimate of the amount of grain pro
duced in the Province.
GRAIN STANDARDS.

In December a report was received from the
Board of Grain Examiners conceining changes
that wero required in the Inspection Act of
1880, covering the legal standards of Manitoba
hard wheats. Much discussion on the subject
of our grain standards had taken place in the
columus of the city and country nowspapors,
the concencus of opiniun being, that they were
too high, and placed the grain producers of
Manitoba at a disadvautage, as the standards
of Minncsota and Dakota dov not nccessitate the
fixing of grades at'tho same altitude asin Can-
ada. The Board of Grain' Examincrs recom-
wmended that your Council should momorialize
the Minister of Inland Revenue to endeavor w
secure o reduction of the percentages of Red
Fyfe \Wheat called for in Fxtra Manitoba Hard
and Nos. 1 and 2 Manitobs Hard Grades, and
aleo to estublish a new grade to be known as
“Manitoba Hard White Fyfe” wheat, which
was not provided for in the Inspection Act of
1880. After fully considering the question, the
Council adopted the report and recommenda-
tions and forwarded to Ottawa a memorial em-
bodying the proposed changes as asked for.
The memorial was in all its essentisl points
at once acted upon by the Minister of Inland
Rovenue and by an Order-in-Council, dated
22nd December, 1887, the following grades
were gazetted:— '

SFRING WHEAT.

Extra Manitoba Hard Wheat shall be sound
and well cleancd, weighing not less® than 62
pounds to the bushel, and shall be compnsed of
not less than 85 per cent of Red Fyfe Wheat
grown in Manitoba or the North West Terri-
tories of Canada. -

No. 1 Manitoba Hard Wheat shall bd sound
and well cleaned, weighing not less than 60
pounds to the bushel, and shall be composed of
at seast two-thirds (§) of Red Fyfe Wheat
grown in Manitoha or the North West Teni.
tories of Canada. )

No. 2 Manitoba Hord Wheat shall bo sound
ond reasonably cleaned, weighing not less than
58 pounds to the bushel, and shall be composed
of at least'two-thirds (§) of Red Fyfe Wheat
grawn in Manitoba or the North West Terri-
tories of Canada.

No. 1 Hard White Fife Wheat shali be sound
and well cleaned, weighing not less than 60
pounds to the bushel, and shall be composei of
not less than three-fourths cf Hard \White Fyfe®
\Wheat grown in Monitoba or the North West
Territories of Canada.

GRADES.

Immediately after the appearance of the Of.
ficial Gazette, the Boards of Trade in Toronto
and Montreal appointed a deputation to wait
o the Dominion Government with strong pro-
tests against the carrying into eficct at once of
) The result
was that another Order-in-Council was issued,
bearing date of 4th of January, 1888, cancél-
ling. that of 22ud of December, 1887, thus leav



