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of the Contral Experimoutal Farm, and his exhaustive roport clearly indi
catos thut imapurs water was one of the main causes of tho rocent eptdowic
Io tho courso of it, Prof. Shult s1ys :=-* Appl{ing the standards of purity
proposed by Dre. Muter aud Wigner, tho colobrated English analysts, the
Otawa water would rank as undrinkablo.  Mr. Wigner's soale is as folluws .
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The Ottawa water, according to this, stands at 134.

It is hardly nccossary to eay thot this condemnation of the river water fur
potable purpuses is heartily endorsed by the Ottawa disciples of Bacchus,
ynd it is interesting to mark tho renewed vigor and porsistency of their
recourse to the flowing Luwl, v order to counteract the poisunous eflects ol
apy water which may by mistake have penctrated thotr *1ntorior cconumy. '’
1 would ndvise Maritime moembers who eit for Scott Act counties tv bring
their own water-supply with them, unless their firm adheronce to total abstin-
once principles teaches them to scofl at microbes, bacteria, and othur
aquatic denizens. If thoy should happen to como withous it, they may Lo
intorosted to know that the standerd patliamentary Leverago at presont is
fivo conts n glass,

There is always wore or Joss divorgoncoe of eentiment botwoon Ottawa
and hor border sister, Toronto, but seldom has this beon wore strikiogly
oxemplified than during the weck just past. In various churches of tho
capital threo eloquont Evangelists have been magnifying the power of the
ovil one, and exhorting our people to buckle ou their Christian armor
and battlo with all the:xr might against his rapidly-1ncreasing ranks, wiile
1o tho * Queen ™ city, a gontluman by the name of Johnsun, who professes
intimate 2cguatntance with realins Plutonian, has proclaimed on the public
platform ihul tha devil was a human being, but is now doad, and that the
bottomless pit is frozen over i This Mr. Juhnson, of Turunto, 13 not the
first to toll us that the princo of darkness is incarnate, fur Shakespearo says
in King Lecr, Act ITI, S. 4 :—

‘The Prince of Darkness is a gentleman.”

And Henrich Hoine—

¢ Ha {8 not ugly, aund is not lawe,
But really a handsome and charming man ;
A man in the prime of life is the devil.”

However, I imagine that Mr. Johnson announces a startling bit of
nows when he proclaims His Satinic Majesty’s obituary ; and ho cortainly
madoe a notable discovery when he fonnd that the temporature of the nether
regions had fallen bolow freezing point. But if Mr. Johnson's annouuce-
ment bo corroct, the wicked man and the transgressor will probably find littlo
solacement in it, bocause if tho 1egions referred to are half as cold as Dakola
and Minnosota have been during the past ten days, the old time torridity of
Sheol would doubtless prove more agrecable to settlers.

Ottawa. Dixie.

[For Tue critio.]
A NEW VIEW OF THE ANNEXATION QUESTION.

Tho stirring and patriotic appesl which concludes an article in your
issue of the 2(th, entitled ** Tho Past Year,” has, I doubt not, awakened on
ocho in many a true Canadian breast, and has given birth in iy mind to some
thoughts anent the annexation questioa and the counter questivn of loyalty,
which I havy not scon hitherto expressed, and to which I would fain give
utterance.

Iver sincu the day when, undor the leadership of Mr. Blake and his
Quobec confrures, the opposition party in Dominion pulitics, unhappily for
the party and. still moro unhappily for the country, took up the Rie! cry and
gave their tacit and ill concealed assont to trearon, thé dividing line between
the two great political parties of Canads has been day by day wore distinctly
marked, and the issue botweon themn more clearly drawn , as that of loyalty
to'Canada and the empire on the ona side, and disloyalty or at best a nalf
hearted foalty on the othor.  That the climax hrs at last boon reached, that the
gago of batt.e has boon thrown down, and that the issue nuw clearly detined
botweon the two parties has been accepted by the country, goes withuut
saying, when wo call to mind that 8 membor of the opposition representing
in parliament an important commercial constituency, and the editor of an
influential opposition journal has, in the culumus of his paper, boldly declared
for annoxat.on, withou! one word of reprobation or discluimer fr(m any
public man on his sido of politics or any organ of the party save only the
St. John Telegraph,

“That this 1s a stato of afteirs vory much to be rogrotted in the interests of
Canada seoms at first sight to be self evident.

What is most to be desired in any country whero government by partly
is the accepted systom, is that therc should be a laudable emulation and
rivalry betiweon tho parties for public confidence on the gruund of their
dovotion to the country-and to its constitution,

Howover, in this case, it is possible that good may como out of ovil.
It is well that a question of so-great momont to-this Canada of ours :ud to
tho empiro wo adorn, should bo decided for weal or woo boforo tho
intercsts involved became so tremondous as {o precipitate a strugglo such as
.convulsed our neighbors %o tho south.

Aa tho apnexation quost..n may now be said to Lo fairly lauochoed bLefore
tho pooplo of Canads,.and will continao to be boforo.them asa vital question
until it io publicly and distinctly répudiated by the party to whom Mr, Ellis
adliorea; Iyproposs, o3 I'said bofore, lo prevent a visw of the subject, which io

corlainly novel, which way bo considered by thoso who are devoid of sonti-
ment as fanciful, but which tu mu secins to bo a legitimate and logical con-
clusion basod on sound premises.

My postulate is this :—That we, tho pnople of to day, are in many things
tho stowards of the past, und hold many of tho rithts and privileges wo
onjoy in trust for posterity, as they havo beon hold in trust for us by those
who have lived in the ages that are gono

That this is vssentislly truo in the domain of knowledge, neods but an
illustration to prove. It will be readily admitted that the vast and varied
gtora of information which is open to be drawn upoun by the searchor of
truth, in this age cf the world's history, is but the accrotion of each atom of
inform ition which has from age to age been adled to the general store since
first tha intellect of man emeorged from its stats of prim.l birbirism. If the
school boy of to-day is Letter vorsed in many a brauch of knowlodgoe that tho
8420 ur sciontist of a hutidred yeats agy, is it hecwsu of his greator ubility 1 Is
it not rather that the results of their laburs and of those who followed them
have beon faithfully presorved and faithfully transmitted for his use.

Now fur tho illustration. Suppose it possible that those in authority in
this provivee sheald propuse o hidtus in the duwain of huowledge, an
absolute break Lotweon the past anl the future, that ull schools and institu-
tions of learning be clused and that the childeen of this generation grow
up, beroft, in eo far as we could deprive thom, of that inheritance of know-
lodgo which h s boan ours from our birth. What would bg the vordict of
the whole civilized world upon such a propusal }

Would it not unquestionably be that this sum total of knowledge which.
wo havo inherited is vurs only in trust, that we hisve, as it were, a lifé inte-
rest in it only, and that as it was proserved for us and transmitted to us by
thoze who have gune befure, it is our manifest duty to presorve it intact for
thuso who coume after, and transmit it to them with the added increment of
tho ags. Tho claims of the offspring upon those who are responsiblo for
their prosence in the world are being recognizad with groater force as the
world progresses.  If am . provido not for his own house Jot him be as a
heatlion, says the Inw of G, and the law of man now enforces tho anath-
oma. In the domain of kuowledgo this principle of responsibility is fast
taking the form of compulsory education Is thore, then, naught of value
of which we can deprivo our oflspring, save sustenauce, which i3 ossential to
existenco, and knowledge, which is ossoutial to a right uso of that dxistonce 1
To those whose high privilege it has been to be boru into tho world under
tho mzis of the mighty flag of Britain there cortainly is, From the day
when the minstrels and maidens of Britain chauted in rude lays the imper-
ishablo glories of Harold and MHardicanute, from the day when Dritain's
warrior queen bade bold defimco to her mighty foo, there has boen added
from ago to age and from geaeration to genoration of true and faithful
Britons, incremont to incremont of that magnificont inheritance of glory, of
fame, and power, which has been preserved intact and transmitted in its
intogrity to Le the invaluable birthright, inalicoablo save by his own act, of
overy ono whose good fartune it has been to bo born u citizen of the groat
ompure of Britain. Now 1 claim that in regard to this, our grand inheri-
tanco of citizenship, as in tho domain of knowledge, wo ura but stewards of
the past and trustees for the future. Tho principle of resp.usibility to off-
spring iu the matter of sustenance has been so thoroughly recognized that in
somo countrios a man who wi'l not provide for those dependent upon him ia
incarcorated abd tho product of his labor appliad to their support. The
samo principlo is asserting itself with oqual furce in rogard to educstion.
Shall we say, thon, that thore i3 no responsihility in respect to those rights
and privileges of citizonship, which to many are dearer than knowledge,
—dearer than lifo itself.

If this line of argument has the fure and cugency 1 claim for it, then
in this quostion of annexativn ot of fealty to the empire no Biitish-born
citizon.is entirely a free agent, but the claims of posterily aro strong upon
him as his claims woro strung upon those who went bofore, and inasmuch-as
this wondrous inheritancs of glorious citizonship, the prido of overy true-
hearted Briton the world o'ur, has been transmitted to us as trustees of the
futuro, vur manifost duty is to hand it duwn ot only unimpaired but with
added strength and grandeur.,

This duty, 1t seems to me, admits of no denial and no excoption save
that grand vno which is ploaded as the justificstion of the thirteen colonies,
the denisl uf the 1ight of citizenship by the central authority, and even in
that hour of dire oxtremity wors nut wanting thousands of nuble hearted
mon and women with whon this patamount duty uvershadowed overy selfish
consideration. If my prewisos ire currect and my deductions logical thoy
will have their woight irrespoctive of their source, and will add somowhat
to the power of that higa cutivictivn whick should prevail ie. the public
wind of Canads, that thote are cousidorstivu. of more value that dollars
and conts to bu taken inly account when the quostion of loyalty to the
throne and empire of Britain i3 under discussion.

Tho spitit of the U. I loyalists is nut yot dead in this Canada of ours,
and I havo a firm faith that there aro many in our own Nova Scotia who
havo not so bowed the knco to the Baal of Mammon as to obliterate from
thoir svuls cvary bigh atd noble aspitation, aud who, like myself, infinitely
profor a wudest alluwacce of the guud thinge of this life with British citi-
zonship added, to unboundod affluezce uander an alien flag.

Tangior. J. II, TowNSEND.:
——-

INDUSTRIAL NOTES.

When capital and labor go hand-in-hand, prosperity is sure to follow-
A pleasing instatco of guuld fueling boaween e.apluyers and omployés was
tho distnbutivn on Chinistiwas Day, by the wollknswn &:m of Rhodes,
Carry & Co., of Amhorst, of 150 ‘govso and turkeys, and 50 silk hauder-
chiefs, awonget their ewmployes, sud the subsequent presentation to the firm




