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(G'ontinued.)

"Yoî need not have donc fluat, Bir," iaferposed 0Clm. IlMy mother
should nlot have wantcd for anythiuig during your absence."

I amn quite sure of that, my boy. But la niaking ibis littie arrange.
ment I ledl tbat I am simlily, doing my duty-and what a luxury for onc's
conscience thaf is 1" His lordsuiî's conscience had not been used ta sucb
luxuries for a long Lume, and probably apprcciated thein ail the more by
reaeous of their rurity.

-bI addition ta my aliowance of fuve guitiens lier moath," contiuud
the eai, 'yotur mother wvill huave lier ovut private uncome ai fifty pouluds a
yenr, anid %viii nu longer have ine fur an incumbrance; s0 that, ail thungs
consudertd, %hte ouglîr. f0 bc, and doubtless wiii bc, tolerabiy coinfortable.
Tlhere is tuehizig. iuowever, Cleni, that slie ivisies you to do after 1 ami
gonc. She wud lîke you tu go back and siecp un your aid room. She us
raîluer liuoaus, pour ting, ar the thought ai being leit alone."'

IIf c.utirse 1 shahl do tai, sur," saud Clein.
"Theu I tîceà îîot detain yuu longer. If you have half ait iour t0 %pare

this evening beforo your inuîier's bcdtime, look un and we wuiR talk these
maîlers ovtr more un extenso."* And cxteading a couple ai Aigers to bus
son auud nodding a good.morning, the cari wvent, lcaving Cîciui at a loss
wbethcr tu be more plcased or sorry zt wbat bie badjust heard,

The private incarne of fifty pounds a year ta which Lord Lcugbtqa liad
referred when speaking af bis wile, was aIl that vas nov Ieft aI the fortune
bie had reccuved wuth bier on lier wedding-day. It vould hardil'y be oo
niuch ta say that it %vas on 4ccount ai that fortune hie had married bier.
Sho was an orphan, the dauglîter ai Eugiisb parents wha had eaîigrated ta,
Anierica. Htr father bad been originally a pour man, but bad made a for-
tune during the hast three or four years of his lueé. She fellin love with tlic
handsoene English scaliegrace at a boauding-bouse where tbey bappened tu
meet, and beung fier owa nuistress and weil-to-do, and divining that bie ivas
poor-bow pour she did flot knaw -tîlI afterward-she vas flot long un
letfing lit sec the prefereuice whicb she icît for hlm. H1e, on luis side,
wben once satisficd that ber fortune vas not a myth, vas an ardent lover
enough, and at the end of a fev weeks tbey were marrucd. Not til! the
wedding mora did the bride knowv that bier husband's naine vras not John
Fildew, but John Marmaduke Lorrimore, and that samne cvenîng abe was
made ta Lake a solema oath neyer ta di iulge ta living sou! the secret ai bier
busband's reai nanie. Su faitbfuliy bad the promise thea given been kept
that not even lier owa son lîad the rcmotcst suspicion that the naine bie
called himsehi by vas not bis ouva. As years slipped away Mrs. Fiidew's
fortune also slipped away, tii! notbîng afiut vas leit save the aforesaid fifty
pouads per year, the principal of wbich neither she nor Lecr husband could
toucb. Wiih the struggiing, paverty.strickcn years that followed wbca the
bulk ai the fortunte vas gone we bave nothing bere ta do.

It was owing ta Ciem's persuasions that bis father and niother bad at
lcngth agreed ta remove aIl the vay froni Long Islanid ta London. The
lad bad devcloped a remarkable talent for painting, but had got the udea
inta his head that bie cauld have better instruction and mnake more rapid
progress la London than elsewherc. Blut, la addition ta that, Mr. Fihdcv,
senior, vras heartiiy sick of the States. Sa ta London they bad coman, and
fliere tbcy bad luvedl ever since.. Cîcin. wbat wutb paunaung and what %vith
drawing on wood for thc magazines, vas slawly but surely making hus vay,
and was not only able ta keep binseli-in ver>' eodest style, it is truc-but
could alsc' spare bis father a paund a weck for pockct-money. What hie
did ln the way ai helping bis mother ait odd times was kuown ta, no anc but
hlm and ber. 11e bad lîved ait home till home vas na longer corafartabie
for bien; and even bis unother had ait lengtb urged hum ta go inta ladgings
on bis ova accouai. Tbat mother, wbom bie loved sa welI, vas siowly but
surciy dying ai an incurable complaint. She bad been il! for years, and
enigbt be il! for ycars longer, before the end caine; but that it vas surcly
coming bath she and those about lier knev full welI. And ibis knovlcdgë
it vas that made the anc great trouble ai Cicm's 111e.

The cari felit tbat hceiuad mucli tu do before bis deparlure from London.
Aiter agaua seeing bis son in the evening, but vitbout giving him mnan)
more details as ta, lus future procedings than bce bad given hlm la tlie
morning, bce set out for the Bravn ficar. Thus would bc bus lait evcnung ai
the aid liauint for a long lime ta came, il flot forever; and wbca hie called
a mind flue enany picasant bours lie hall spent in the coffc-room, lic felu
quifc senfimnaa-far more scntimental than lic bad feit ait the thouglit o:

paln g froua bus vile and son.
There vas an extraordinary enuster ait the Brawa Ilcar this eveaing, f

baving got noiscd about that if vas Mr. Fiidew's fareweil visit. As a con
sequcace, Mr. Fuldew lad ta, enter int particulars, vbicb bie detcstcc
doung, as to the why ind the wherefore ai his goung avay. H4e told there
flic saine stary that hecliad told tu bis son, wiîli certuqin variations, thc gis
of it beine fliat a vcry aid fricnd of bus bad coune itt a large fortune, anc
necded lus, Mr. Fildcw's, services as guide, philosopher, and fricnd.

Mr. Nutt vas unaniaiously votcd into the chair, and a ver>' pîcasan
and canvivial cvcaing folaw-.cd. Mr. Fildewq's bealtb ivas drunk witi
musical honors, ta wbtch « lis Grace" responded ta a 1ev well-choscn scn
tences, and vound up by orderung the landiord to briuig un bus bïgges
puncli.bowl filled ta tbe brlun. OR tlic heîs of talc first bowi came anather
and wyhen tvelve o'clock struck several ofithe gentleman prescrnt vere hardi
in a condition ta find tbeir way unaided ta their homes, sa that, as severa
ai theni aiîcrward averrcd, if vas anc ai the plcasantcst eveninge tliey eve
remecmb-.red ta bava spent.

At dîusk, next afternoon, Lord LouShton bade farevoli ta bis bumbl

lodgingo. His izit words ta his -wife were ta the cffect that she might ex-
pcct ta sec hi'n agein in three wvcks or a month. Clem's offer ta accom.-
pany hlm to, the station was firmly negatived. Hlowevcr, Cîcas saw hirm
itt the cab, and heard hum give instructions fa be drivcn to King's Cross.
Then there %vas a Iast wave of the hand and ho was gone.

CHAPVER IX.
T R ANS SF0 il b A T ION.

When the Earl of Loughton leit home in a four-wbcelcd cab if was by
no nicans bui intention to drive direct ta the railway. [lis tlrst stopping
place, as soon as lie got clear af the neighburhood. whcre hie %vas knowin,
wIII a French hair.dres3ers. WVhen lie came out of'the shop. haif au hour
later, the cabinin did not recognize bim tIlihe spakc. [le lhad gone into
the shop wit)î a wild tangle of hair, beard, and unustacbe about his face,
neck, and throat. lie came out with bis hair cropped afier the miltary
style, and %viî1î bis face close shaved cxcept for an imperial, and a thick,
drooping mustache with carefully waxed fups, both of which had beco
artisticnlly dyed. .Front the hair dresseis hie drave ta a certain wcll.known
ouvfitting emporium, and here the transfornmtion previously begun was
consummiated, Again the cabman opened his eyes, this ide very widc
indecd. His excecdingly shabby fare, respectung whose aibility ta pay him
bis legal chargec he might wvell have had sanie reasanable doubts, was tracs-
formed into a military.looking, middle-aged gentlemian cmost people 'vould
have takea hlm for an officer ln mufti), la a suit of wellFfitting dark tweed,
and an ulster rThe frayed black satin stock and the paeched boots had
disappeared with flic rest, and wlien bis fare with delicately gloved hand
drew forth a snowy lîandkerchief, and, a celestial, Ôdor af Frangipanni was
w2fted ta bis nostrils, the man could only touch bis bat and say, la a sort
of awed whisper, IlWbere ta, next, colonel?" Hnad hie betn bidden ta drive
ta Hades hie could hardiy have wondered mare.

The cari slept thuat night ait the Great Narthern Hotel, and went down
ta Brimalcy next mnoraing after a late breakfast. He took up bis quarteui
for the time being at the Dukc's Head, tlic anly really good botel la the
littie town. Everybody was anxious ta sec the new Lord Laughton, caon.
ýcerning whasc early life and long disappearance froin the world many
romantic tales wcre afloat, and hie was just as williing ta let himaelf bc seen.
For the flrst wcek or two hie derived an almost chiid-Iike pleasure froin
hearing himself addressed as Ilmy lard" and iciyour lordship," and fron
being the recipient of that adulation, mingled with a mild sort ai awe, vwith
which a nobieman is almost always regarded la small provincial favas.
-Twenty times a day hie would gaze admiringly ait the reflection af imscîf in
the cheval-glass lu bis-bedrooa. *He could bardly believe it was John Fil.
dew af Hayfield Street, that sbabby, bepatched individual, who smiled
back at hlmn from thec glass. IlAnd yet I arn just the saie that I wus
before," hie said to himself with a sucer. IlThe only change la me is that
wbich the barber and the tailor have effected."

H1e had several suits af clothes sent down after hlm, and hie took i'
boyish pleasure ia frequcntly changing them. He' always drcssed tor din.
ner, althc>ugh there was no anc to, dine with hlm. When a yaung man l
had been noted for bis white bauds, auid hie waý dotermined that they sboud
be white agaip, ta which end bie smeared thcin cvcry night with saine sort
ai unguent and slept la kid glaves. Every marning be measured hinsli
-carefully round tho waist, and when ait the end of a faetnight hie found thu
bis canvexity la that region was less by three quarters af an inch, bie feit Ms
if he could ga out inta the street and play leap-frog with the boys. Hle had
mnade up bis mind from, the flrst ta go la for pqpularity. With the chance

*in bis fortunes bie had la a great racasure droppedl that curf, sneerng,&
cynical manner which had flot contributed ta, render hlm popular in dap
gone by. There was nov au easy condescension, a sort ai genial affabi1ii
about hlm which charmxed evcry ane with whom ihe came la contact; bu
then, how littie is necdcd ta make us feel chazmcd with a lard 1 Ery

*body knew that hie was poor-bow poor they did nat kaow.-but cvcrybodj
knew also that bie was an car], and as carIs, evea when thnir antecedents ant
somcewhat shady, are na more pleatiful than green peas.o la December, se
arc bound ta make much af such as we have.

The news ai Lord Lougbton's sojoura ait Brimley sprcad far and wlà
through the country, and bie nced nevcr have lackcd company had hie bus
sa miaded. Ncarly ail the bcst familles la the neigbborhaod leIt ther1
cards, and bie enight have had a dozea visitors a day, had hie flot giveni
out that he did flot intend ta sec any anc tii! hie was safely houscd in b

r ncw home.
Laurel Cottage was not much af a place for a peer fa take up bis abo,

in, but evcn peers rnust live according ta their eneans. it was a lutu
white, twa.storied bouse, coataiaing ouuly cegnt or ruine rooms la ail. L,
front windon-8 laokcd on ta, a circular grass-plot and a tiny carriag-dic
that opcned fram thec main road. Froin its back windows could bc scea

t lava, bordercd by a terrace, and interspcrsed with clumps ai flowers, re:
m eeadow aftcr mecadow beýyond. Stablc and coach-hous.. wcre bidden a1wý
bebind 4 shrubb-ery ta, the left.
t Such as it was it vas qaite big caough. for the needs of L-ird LDuebu
and lie ait once secured it. There vas ane stipulation coanectcd with
lcîting ai it wvhioli posed hlm for a moment, but for a moint offiy. I

Ia sine qua non that the substantial, oid fashioncd furniture sbould bcU
ait a valuation by the incoming tenant. The valuation was fixed at r
hundred pounds. To ibis the cari, when hie had waiked slowly tbrouÈb
rooms, made no demur. The saine evening hie wraf e as under toe

r davager countoss :
"«Mv DEAR AUNT,-I bave taken Laurel Cottage, ncar flua place, Lx(

c tern i years, as I told you that I shouid do. li contains nine c


