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1 T rais lui 1861 -- toîtatlebs stisaulatct tiioreto
by tie exatiopto of lh li otier toiintry-that tlie
first rail îitt lien ivre lid ini tlîis Provinace
,lrite ftat in Toronto, thie ncat l 31i'atreat
both iaaaproi.iaptaial sud odest itîaruaîrs, got ii) t ly
tu Voluntur ofilcers, iiho ilert, tlic principal
coiitributors tu Uic funds n.equired for flic ai-.
t'asion. lu tho followluig yeaîr i rifle abg~ocifl-
tion was forînd ut Ottaiwa-thie firat orgaîîlza.
tion of flio klud liaiftic country-waich %vas
folloired nt il Inter periotl k% anollier aitToreilto.
'flic laitter attili es.ists ; flic Cormier, silice its
laut al.nual match, hins showvîî 11 sigaîs of vi-
tality. In the sanie ycar, tlîrougli the instru-
incuitality of the late Colonel Jnrvi-, of Toronto,
ail atteaîipt wni made tu oirggtilizc 1% Provintî i
Association on a large scale. 'fli louso being
in session ut thie tinte ill qîuee, al publie nect-
iing -wss bei in cuit of thie coanîuiittec reouis ut
the 1'arliamcut buildings for tiais purposi'.
Atter a grtut denl of Iltai! talkiiag oit flic sub-
jiiet, resoluttous wec îaassed, by viitl ilt l'ras
decrccd that therc olacuild be it 8cl anu assaocia-
tien. Ilis Excellenuy the Lovcriior Geaierat
conscnted to bc its patron, Sir Allait Mat.Nab
vras appoiisîedl its I'rciet, andaî the alther ef.
ficiale comiplete asnd ini duu florn. Thi, bant-
liîg wvas uslîcred iute the, iorlat, but init bave,
beuci stoleai nt its blrth, fur it iLs iver aiate
laeets licard ofi thte good resoltitioaas thait hat
been passed, fartrîsaling tlîcir quota, lîke su
muay others, towards iuaivdaiiiiziiig tiait lu-
cality wrbich is never mentioned te ,"cars po-
lite."1 Notw'athstatiding tliis ,tbort8i(!attcnilit,
the Voliîteers thcuîscives -ivcre, *uit<' alh e teflic vcry gret, iamportance ut riflet practil c, a.d
with tlai% end iii view ' varlous alitritt assiocia.
tions iwere organized iii flac différent barigade
divisions. Saine of thesce till cxist, andi havi,
their annual ifle mnatches; ais for instance, the
Freîitier Rifle Association ini .oîier Canaa.
dai, the, St. Lawrence, T1oronto asnd lJnmiltoui
Associations. Vie latter )lias afiliated itself
with the National Itifle Association oft England,
and lu 1864 coanpcted nit ils ainimal înatch for
thîe bronze mcdiii prcscute<t tu it by thast body.
The others which bliit tarttcd iute being, utter
a short aud titfaai exîstenuc, si*em as if they linci
dieti grauailly froin inanition. Ottawa, the
piloncer association, liften holding tlîrue 'tue.
ceastful matehes, ia 3862, 1803, and 1864, heing
amongst the niuiner; Il ta plate kuovrà il ne
moroe ulrt prescait. Lut nis hope dhoit flic rest
cf thse buatence, '* forevecr, may not asîso hite
te bo addcd. It is flot surprisang Oitat suuli
should bc the case, troui the' iack cf ciacouragc.
ment froin thosc iu iîutlierity, and the aqpaîly
tliat lias lwea shaown lîy tile iniluezatial aud
moncycti clus, whlo should have afforded tlacir
influence and support, as is doue in Eiîglanîd
It in untair that the lienvv tax rcuîuireî' i.loaili
fail cutarel>' upori Ilesc w>ao> can Icast affordl i
-the, Volunteerstiîîcvswi aire mulcied
of their tiane in addition uc noight tai in a
country like ours, wisile trylug to acquire ai
lriowleýdge intended te bce usefail for ul).

lThé year 18t,4 stems to have beeti the year
în whichi the efforts of the various associations
cuisninatced, and was the mst prospeirour, oile
of their c'arccr, taing the Mhilitina Report of
that y=eas a. guide. At flhat date there were
avert regulari>' orgauized district associations
au prapcs working ordcr, laving casci its annual
match, ut wliîrlî wc distributed prizes ef the
aggrogistc value of $5,668 05, In addition to
theso tiare were tweuty miner acsociations
either regimental or company, which aise had
mectiatri, distributiug pnazes ini the ng-gregate
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ta the vaIiuc of $1,792 80. In the followlng
yenr a ver>' peraceptible talllng off liil taken
pîit) thîe aîauctiigg %vert) luiS nhinerous, vîi
the total aiiont et lances reachealy flicth
gifl of $3,188 87. ite falling off le turtlier
e,'idecetd by thîe dlimintioni fi the plircliao
cf' amninition frcm theo Militia Departinueat
for practice la f864 $1,47j 12 ware e.xpeliul-
t,î foîr tii î;urpusge, uie fl 1805 the anodest

of tlic abovu ouils; excepting an luflultessinal
portion, Sierenu spaied tront the Veluinteer
ransaîa, extrniouse nid having been OArulslscd iii
dose's qiaite hoinoeopathic.

1 i 18(13 Moiatrcal, lu wlhcls ne rifle ' ýocla.
ticît lied cvcr hotu organlced, muade a supireuno
c iffrt, nad beeldi a riflao match inat stsadai pre..
caiiîently thae tint cia the ul cf un>' over held
lu the country. 'rite precedlîîga lasted for
teEs dasys, ansd the, value cf lts prizes dlstributad
=011Aoîne te the ver). liandse aeus» of $2,14 5.

lThis grtat match breaiglît teguihur all the Uett
riflenion in the counîtry, nuit thto slooting wue
ut a vcry lîigli order cf mnrt. It wa; tihos
îiown thint %vu liat ainengst lis uarksauen sylio
<roulai have, beeau qiaite able te lioldtier ois
evca lu the tryiîîg lIsts of Winablae'lon. Mon-
treul, liavinig made' tlis great effort, stems te
have exhiaisted licrsel(. for silice tVteil shli lias
ruade no aigui.

Sa mnucl for wlîat tit, Voltintcenrs did et
theinselves, ivitii ver>' ltile externiat aid-se8
little, iaideed, flint it harilly dcscns'es mention.
Mains et tlîeaisocationa firet forxued have talicis
tiareagli , and this lae net ta be wosadered ut,
%%bheaive refleet, u1pos the difficulties that tlaey
)lave hâtd ta contend agninat, and thîe sciut, en-
couragement vliicta they have rccivt-d. IL
%weuld bave requircat lItil te have kept Alive
the excellent spirit ehileh hied thuts afforded
evaident a of iLs existence th.roughout tlic court-
tri'. It wvould have becs a litite inattiar for
tilosti l authenity tu bave stcpped iu and guid-
cil it ta uefat ends. 'lhast of anus and po-
sition siîoild ulso havae eviaaced aotie iutervît,
aîad have' conte torn-ard te lîroinete anad direct

Wpopuhîr fuel izig. LIat tis beau deaîe,itehat
st»imulusa woîîid lsi've bocu giveas ta rifle

slîootilig, aînd in a deteiisive point ef view.iliat euld bc more imnportant?ý 'flali oppor-
taînit> u'eat by': eau it be rcs'evered?

Let us uew turai aind sec ivliat fins been (folie
towards fiais inuit impoirtant piart et the !l-
strlauttion of the %'olutitea'r. Bcyond flic astere
issue ot Largets te the litige cîties anîd cont>'
towiîsy anda the anual suipply.of mixty rounds
ut hll animunition to carli Vohatcter, nctaiag
bais becu donc toraircts tile promotion of gooti
ialotiug iu the VroliîtCer foroce. «Ilo euistem-
atic action ton Ctae provision of rifle ranges, or
a course of instruîction adapted ta ifs circuîn-
stances, lias yeL been anîtiatcd for it. Notwith-
stiliiag that so naucla lias bien dont b>' the
presciit able Adjutant-Csenerul ta imfprove the
MOUALE aUd ofliCICUCY Ot thae forct--and ne orle
icho kaaewv %%hut at vras; previeus te his advoaat
te offitc, assd vl liait iL is noir, snill den> lain bis
duu e il of 1)raire-s.inre yeL renualin a great
dei te lie douc ini tiais particular *direction.IDrilIl na discipline arc both zzeeessary and ir-
partani wîtliout thein the Volunteer force
wvonld dcge:nerat into an armad naob. Blut
excellence lu tliese ehoulti not bc souglit after
to the prejiidice ef niore essential qjuailificaîtions.
If Velainteers cau act togcther svîtl i elerity
and intelligence, aindi for this purpose are train-
cd to the sisspleat andt readiest formations,
iritholît Accking for that niret>' of evolntion
aud strict precisien se dear te the ruilîtiar>'
mnid, ail LIaut is necessary for thein te
knew% as, attaieit. Tha individual soltier mu>'
flot bc ver>' vreil set up, or very i;mant and sol-
dier)>' in lais appenrance; but if fie la a suro
qhot Up to 000 yards, knowungl big ireapon
theroughly, aud liaving full conidente in ite
use, then ira have a very daufgerous customer
mndeci!, eveai if he bc somerehat uiatady in
the ranks, and lu flot aiways elear on tht sub-
ject ot his right anti left. Thoroughly trainetl
ansuiilitui riflemeis in a country liko ours-
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menii tc It that, tiiey carrierd a lIta lu tbtlr
bauds tur oven>' round in tiolr peaich-woîild
bc a power whse valut wue coulti bardlI> ovr.
estiniato the valuet of.

'17o effect thîs tborougl>, cry corps fi Lthi
cuutry shloîld have proper anid conveuluait
tacilitiecasfforded It fur rifle lîructice. itaugeaa
anit targets îlinuld ' e 'îroyided for titispurpose,
with a libenat laand, avaîn te the dctrameît, ci
otiacr inatters; flot notssentlally iîcccianay. T'he
Vcltinsteers tlivnsseives like nlflc praîctîce, anal
woiuld need baut hI;tl encouiragement ta go into
il, yiit a sl. Natliig weîîld tend nmcre tc
keep tlien togethel' aud givo them that ispii
nz cours, whaich at lttle emuolation gu ehiola-
sane!> foitere. Haîving doua' titis, thie prupen
îaut.hoiltes sliould nazt encourage the forma.-
thon ot Rifle Agsociatlons lu cach Brigade Dlvi.
sioza. 'l' those, proporl>' organîsed auîad lit
proper worktig ortier, holding tach Its allaa
imitchl, prizes tbould ha givea. As for Inlstanc',
euh cll ficient, woa'kiug association atioald u
authorlzed te clem a certinl suni, tsay' aquia.
lent to flint sasbscr'shea b>' it4vIt, fan distributioni
iu prixes. Thais shuiimli ae bat iappleinented
by the unnuai distribution te eiscli district ot a
rifle, fuîr competition, to membors only of eaci,
partîcuiaar association, of the best and moant uap-
proved pattern, eîther Whltworth or Rtugby.
13v thais mencaus a certain number uf the bext
%eaiponi wo'uld becoiae anuisl> distnlhuted ini

the country, asnd Our manksmesi mnado fâmiliai
ïnitIa thoir use. A sniail mniat> prize, :nt thec
c.hance et the beit shat Roeuring a valtiable
meespon, irould etimulais praictica 'wonderfulhy.

llnving thu arringed fon tisa prelîminar>' ex-
ercise ot aur markàmce_ at tiiese District Aiso-
ciations, irbicli ouglit te b.e looked on as a sort
et .%ormai sa.hooiî fon rifle shouting, the next
step sholild be te provide a larger theatre ton
the î'xcrejse et their alffiil, souacwhataneiog-
eus ta %shat' Wimbledon offeris ta thue manksmacii
cf Euiglanit. Fur tlais purpose there îhould Il.
orgaaiized a centrai an gova'rzing body for the
inhale, ici,'t Lbc cald tht Dominion Bifle As-
sociation, 1 suppose that îa'oud snoir bc fie cor-
nect terni te give i, wmmcl atiold ahsorb inio
it.seif ait the muiner or district ssociastions,
these belng aitilie.ted wîtîs it, as tht Couuty Ae-
sociations of Frnglait a'u mii thse Nationta)li -
le Association. A body' of titis description, i

rcaiuity, ,and flot a iusri.ÂAe.' as Carlyle ivoaild
ya' hIviug for members mn uf mark andl note

iu tho communit>', coîald, b>' ita power ad ia-.
flueuce, (lo much ta pince rifle sliaotiug on a
moro 6atistactory footing, sud itevelopc to aîay
citent, a posi'er that no les nexit te dlormant
lu Ptir rnldst lt culrid trame lasss gau aRB ta e-
cu:-e similanit> et action, it %ruld tsun'. as a
Court of Appeau ta settie controverted point:,
and its influence fer Coud wonid hi immense.

Haviuig au associatian of this description,
round which al) tise miner anteil oult gravi-
tc. lavung every ' olintcer corps in thae
country conneceitd with it eitbsr dirci.,
or iuitirecthy tisrougls il& local ussociaîtiuii, at
woult liavp a voici: lu thse country that svoulit
alwa>'s eusure for il respecttul attention. liai-
ing weigst iL couid bring a pressure to beur liia
thse right quarter, tisait would bc of the greatest
utility. Tis cli neyer be eil'.cted b>' thse di?,-
locatty! and disuniteit efforts et an>' ntuber ut
isolated bodies, cach workiug ton it4itlf ln ils
oisn narrowv sphere, with no aspiration beycnd
its oýn circuanscribcd erbit. Ituafan isstrcngti
laow pre-enîinenthy moult blicis be the cage, if
-ratlenen more unitet ina eue cormmun course of
action. Now that tise grand union aftie P>ro-
v'inces; huag bea'n effecteit, worîld geem ta b- thec
atispiesatis marnent for the formation et sucb a
body as 1 tesire Io ste organhsed, aud wehat
ougist to gnose In poweer sud influence lth dt
growf.h ot the news Dominion.

Sncll an association, national lu its ebaracter,
shoxilt hold an annuai rilfle match, an a &cale
second cali>' te ioe rit Wimnbledon. Thae
Confaderato Govtr=munt sbon]d festonr ite
grovrtis, ini taliomlng theio xapl o f lier Most
Gniscieus Majet>', by giving stich a Prise for
annoua competition, as would malte it, iorts


