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RANDOM THOUGHTS ON RIFLE

SHOUTING.

BY AN OLD VOLUNTERR.

I

11 was in 1561—doubtless stimulated thereto
by the cxample of the mother country—that the
first ritle matches were held in this Provinee
The first in Toronto, the next in Mentreal,
both impromptu and modest atfnirs, got up hy
the Volunteer officers, who were the principal
coutributors to the funds required for the oc-
casion. In the following year a rifle associas
tion was formed at Ottawa—the first organiza-
tion of the kind in the country—which was
followed at a later period by anotherat Toronto.
The Intter still exists; the former, since its
last ar.nual match, has shown no sigus of vi-
tality. Inthe same year, through the instru-
mentalisy of the late Colonel Jarvie, of Toronto,
an attempt was made to organize « Urovindial
Association on u large scale. The House being
in session at the time in Quebee, a public meet-
ing was held in one of the committee rooms of
the Parlinment buildings for this purpose.
After a great deal of “ tall ~ talking on the sub-
ject, resolutions were passed, by which it was
decrced that there should be such an associa-
tion. His Excellency tho Governor General
consented to be its patron, Sir Allen MacNab
was appointed its President, and the other of-
ficinls complete and in duo form. The bant-
ling was ushored into the world, but mnust have
beea stolen at its birth, for it bas never since
been heard of ; the good resolutions that had
been passed, furnishing their quota, hike so
many others, towards macadamizing that lo~
cality which is never mentioned to *ears po-
. lite” Notwithstanding this abortive altempt,
the Volunteers themselves were quite alive to
tho very great iinportance of nitle practice, and
with this end in view, various district associa-
tions were organized in the different brigade
divisions. Some of these still cxist,and have
their annual rihe matches; as for instance, the
Frontier Rifle Association in Lower (ana.
da, the St. Lawrence, ‘Toronto and Hamilton
Associations. The latter hus aftilinted itself
with the National Rifle Association of England,
and in 1864 competed at 1t annual match for
the bronze medal presented to it by that body,
The others which had started into being, after
o short and fitful existence, scemn as if they had
died gradually fromn inanition. Ottawa, the
pioneer association, after holding three suc.
cessful matches, in 1862, 1863, and 1864, being
amongst the number: ‘its place knows it no
more"” at present. Lot us hope that the rest
of the sentence, ¢ forever, way not also have
to be added. It is mot surprising that such
should be the case, from the lack of encourage-
ment from those in authority, and the apathy
that has been shown by the influential and
moneyed class, who should have afforded their
influence and support, as is done in England
It is unfair that the heavy tax required should
full cntirely upon those who can lesst afford it
~—the Volunteers themsclves—who are mulcted
of their time in addition: no light tax in a
country like ours, while trying to acquirea
knowledge intended to be useful for all.

The year 18v4 secms to have been the year
in which the cfforts of the various associations
culminated, and was the most prosperous onc
of their carecr, taking the Militin Report of
that year as a gnide. At that date thers wers
saven regolarly organized district associations
in proper working order, having cach its annual
match, at which were distributed prizes of the
aggregnte value of $5,668 05. In addition to
these there were twenty minor associations
cither regimental or company, which also had
meocti=os, distributing prizes in the nggregate

to the valug of $1,792 80. In the following
year a very porceptible falling off had taken
plnca; the moetings wero less numerous, while
the total amount of prizes ronched only the
sum of $3,188 87. This falling off is further
evidenced by the diminution in the purchase
of ammunition from the Militin Department
for practice. In 1864, $1,471 13 wore expend.
ed for thie purpose, while in 1865 the modest
sum of 5563 was thought suflicient. Thewhole
of thy above sumg, excepting an infinitesgsimal
portion, were supplied from the Volunteer
raukhy, extraneous aid having been furnighed in
doses quite homaopathic.

11 1803 Montreal, in which no rifle » “ocia.
tion had ever boen organized, made 8 suprome
«flort, and lield a ritle match that stands pre-
cminently the first on the list of any ever held
in the country. ‘The procecdings lasted for
ten days, and the value of the prizes distributed
amounted to the very handsome sum of $2,145,
This great watch brought together all the best
riflemon in the country, and the shooting was
of a very high order of merit. It was then
shown that wu had amongst us marksmen who
would have been quite able to hold their own
evea in the trying lists of Wimbledon, Mon.
treal, having made this great effort, seems to
have exhansted herself, for since then sho has
made no sign.

So much for what the Volunteers did of
themselves, with very little externul aid—go
little, indeed, that it handly deserves mention.
Many of theassociations first formed have fallen
through; and this is not to be wondered at,
when we reflcet upon the difficulties that they
have had to contend agniust, and the scant en-
couragement which they have received. It
would bave required littlo to have kept alive
the excelient spint which had thus afforded
evidento of its existenco throughout the coun-
try. It would have been a little matter for
thosoe in authority to have stepped in and guid-
ed it to nseful ends.  ‘Those of means and po-
sition should also have evinced some interest,
and have come forvard to promote and direct
Qc populnr feeling.  Had this been dene, what
& stimulus would have been given to rifie
shooting, und in a defensive point of view,
what could be more important? ‘The oppor-
tunity went by : can it be recovered ?

Let us now turn and see what las been done
towards this wost important part of the in-
struction of the Volunteer, Beyond the cre
issue of targets to the laige cities and county
towns, and the annual supply of sixty rounds
of ball ammunition to ¢ach Volunteer, nothing
has been done towards the promotion of good
shooting in the Volunteer toree.  No system-
atic action for the provision of rifle ranges, or
a course of instruction adapted to its circum-
stances, has yet been initiated for it. Notwith-
standing that so much has been done by the
present sble Adjutant-General to improve the
MoRraLE and ofticiency of the force——and no orne
who knew what it was previous to his advent
to office, and what it js now, will deny him his
dus meed of praise—uicre yet remains a great
deal to bLe doue in this particaular direction,
Drill and discipline are both necessary and im-
portant; without themn the Volunteer force
wonld degenerats into an armed mob. But
excellence in these should not be sought after
to the prejudice of more essential qualifications.
1f Volunteers can act together with celerity
and intelligence, and for this purpose are train-
ed to the simplest and rcadiest formations,
without sccking for that nicety of evolution
and strict precision so dear to the military
mind, all that is necessary for them to
know 15 attained. The individual soldier inay
not be very well sot up, or very smart and sol-
dierly in his appearance ; but if he is a suro
shot up to 600 yards, knowing his weapon
thoroughly, and having full confidence in its
use, then we have a very dangerous customer
indecd, even if he be somewbat unsteady n
the ranks, and is not always clear on the sub-
ject of his right and icft. Thoroughly trained
und skiliful riflemen in a country like ours—

men who felt that they carried a lifo in their
hands for every round in their pouch~~would
be a power whose value we could hardly over.
cstimate thoe valie of.,

To effect this thoroughly, cvery corpsia the
country should have proper and convenient
facilitics afforded it for rifle practice. Rangea
and targets should © e nrovided for this purpose,
with a liberal hand, even to the detriment ot
other matters not so essentially necessary. ‘The
Voluntcers themselves like rifle practice, and
would need but little encouragement to go into
it with a will. Nothing would tend more to
keep them together, and give them that esemur
pE coxrs, which a fittte emulation so whole-
somely fosters. Having done this, the proper
authorities should noxt encourage the forma.
tion of Rifle Associations in each Brigade Divi.
sion. ‘T'o those, ptoperly organized and in
proper working order, holding each its annual
muntch, prizes should be given. As for instance,
cach officicnt working association should bte
autliorized to claim a certain sum, say oquiva-
lent to that subscribed by itslf, tor distribution
in prizes. This should also be supplemented
by the annual distribution to each district of o
rifle, fur competition, to members only of each
Particular association, of the best and wmost xp-
proved pattern, eitber Whitworth or Rugby.
By this meaus & certain number of tho best
weapons would bacome annually distributed in
the country, and our marksmen mado familia
with their use. A small money prize, and the
chanco of the best shot securing a valuable
weapon, would stimulate practice wonderfully.

Having thus arrunged for the preliminary ex-
crcise of our marksmet. at these District Asso-
ciations, which ought to be looked on as u sort
of Normal schools for rifie shooting, the next
step shonld be to provide a larger theatre for
the exercise of theirabilities, somewhatanalog-
ous to what Wimbledon offers to the marksmen
of England. For this purpose there should Le
organized a central or governing body for the
whole, let it be called the Dominion Bifle As-
sociation, I snppose that would now be the cor-
rect term to give it, which should absorb into
itself all the minor or district associations,
these being afiilieted with it, as the County Ae-
sociations of England are with the Nationa) Bi-
fle Associnticn. A body of this description, a
reality, and not a siurLacRUy as Carlyle would
say, having for members men of mark and note
in the community, could, by its power and in.
fluence, do much to place rifle shooting on 4
moro satisfactory footing, and develope to any
extent a power that now lies next to dormant
in our midst. 1t cuuld frame Jaws 80 as to cu.
guze similarity of action, it would scrve as a
Court of Apveal to sottle controverted points,
and its influcnce fcr good would be immense.

Having an association of this description,
round which al} the minor ones would gravi-
tate. Having every Voluntcer corps in the
country connected with it cither dirce.,
or indirectly through its lecal association, it
would have a voice in the country that would
always ensure for it respectful attention,  Hav-
ing weight, it could bring a pressure to bear in
the right quarter, that would be of the greatest
utility. This can never be effected by the dis-
located and disunited efforts of any number of
isolated bodies, each working for itgelf in s
own narrow sphere, with no aspiration besond
its own circumsctibed orbit. If union isstrength,
how pre-cminently would such be the case, if
| nflemen were united in one common course of
action. Now that the grand unjon of the Pro-
vinces has been effected, wonld seem to be the
auspicious moment for the formation of sucha
body as I desire to see organized, and what
ought togrow in power and infiuence ith the
growth of the new Dominion. .

Such an association, naticnal in its character, -
should hold an annual rifie match, on a scale
sacond enly to the one at Wimbledon. The
Confederato Goverament should fostor its
growth, in following the cxample of Her Most
Gracious Majesty, by giving such & prize for

annual competition, as would make it worth



