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with instrootions to report at next Astembly .~ (1) Ia it desiradle
to decido on & permansot place of meoting? 1f 20, what place?
(3) Bhould the billoting system be done away with? If so, what
arrangemente soould be mado with regard to capentes ¢f commis.
sionora? Tho roport oarried.

Union with other Churches.

Tho ceporu of the Committes on ** Union with other Churches™
was prosented by Rev. Priacipal Caven D.D.

Tao Commutteo on Union with other Charches reported .—

Mo 1astructions were given to the Committos, bat a communi
catlon from the Quadrennial Cunferenco of the Methodist Church,
suggesting the appuintment of a Federal Court, composed of
ropreseatativea of negotiating Charches, was referred toit. As
the matter of thia communication is important, and the Cammittes
could not well be convened, the following circular embracing the
communication from the Mothodist Church was sent to each
member of the Committeo.—~
To the Members of the Committee on Union with otber Churches,

appointed by the Genoral Assembly at its Meoting in London,

Oat,, in June, 1895,

Thero was prescnted to the General Assembly of last year, a
communication from the Quadreunial Conference of the Methodist
Charch of Canada, suggesting the appointment of some kind of
Federal Court, composcd of representatives of negotiating
Churches, to which matters affecting the work of the Churches,
other than guestions of Creed, Discipline, or tho Independence of
the Charches, might bo referred. Tho general Assembly received
‘the communication with satisfaction and referred it for consider-
ation to its Committee on Union.

Ths communication, which ia in the form of a Resolation of the
Conference, reads as follows :~

*TWhereas, the General Confercnco has already affirmed its
willingness to negotiate with other Protestant Churches on tho
queation of Union ; and, whereas, the needs of the missionary work
at home aad abroad call moroe forcibly than aver for economy, for
mutual recognition of aister Churches and for co-operation :

‘1 It is desirable, in tho judgment of thia Conference, to
establish a Federal Court, composed of representatives of
negotiating Churches.

“2 Such Court, when cstablished, sball not have power to
deal with questions of creed or ducipline, or with any qaeation
vitally aflecting the indep ndence of the negotiating Chnrches.
 #3, Tho General Confere.co of the Mothodiat Church, now,
on its parl. appoints ths followin,; peraons to be its representatives
in such Foederal Court, viz. :

¢* Central Section —Ontario and Quebe. : Revs, Dr. A. Sotherland,
Dr. T. G. Williams, Dr, W. C. Henderson, and Judge Deacon and
A. Shaw,

**Eastern Section—The Mantime Provinces : Revs.S. F. Huestis,
D¢, Berdeo, Dr. Heartz, C. H. Pauley, M.A.. R. W. Weddall,
M.A, J. R. Inch, L.L.D.

¢ Western Scction—1West of Ontario: Reva. Jas. Woodsworth,
J. F. Betts. A. W. Roas, and J. A. M. Askins, Q.C., snd E. Odlam,
MLA. “

Newfoundland Scction : Reva. Dr, Milligan and J. Nurae, gnd
and Hon. J. J. Rogerson.

** Each Section shall organize separately, and sball have power
fodependently of other Sections to conault and act with repre-
sentatives of other Churches in the territory anigned to them,

“The offiocrs of the Central Soction sball call the whole Court
when a majority of the soveral Sections shall deem it necessary.

*“Tho functions of the Court shall be to consult and act with
tho reprosentatives of ather Churches, with a view taco-operation
and cconomy in regard to *dependent cbxrsol within their
territery.”

Tho convening of a committce eo large and widely scattered as
tho Committee on Union being impracticable, may I request an
exprosaion, in writing, of your opinien on the following points:

1. The rosponas which tie General Assembly should make to
the proposal of the Methodist Church to establish & Foderal Court
for the purpose indicated iz tho Resolution of the Conference
Shoold tho Geaeral Assembly concur .n this proposal ?

2 Whether, in the svent of the proposal being approved, the
fanction of such Federal Court might in any direction be properly
axtended. Mlight such Federal Body bo entrosted, «.r., with the
duty of giving public expresion to the opinion of the Churchea
represonted on moral or religions gaestions afecting the welfare of
the community, or of other lands, and of taking public action to
premote the well kuown views of the Churches represeated in
relation 10 such yueations ?

3. Are there any other measures in cuanection with the objecs

for which the Committes on TUnion ‘s appointed which you wouold
at present recommend the General Assembly to adopt?

Kindly reply to this cizcular as soon as convenient, that the
Convener may be in & position to report to the General Assembly
at its-approaching meoting In Torento.

Yours sincerely,
ToroxTo, 14th April, 1896. Wat, Cavey, Converer.

To this circular fourleon members of the Committes have
replied. All these answer the firat question in tho affirmative.
Eleven answer the second question with a definite ¢ yea'; i,
they approvo of extending the functions of the proposcd Federal
Court beyond what is suggested in the communication from the
Mcthodist Charch, so as to provade an organ for givipg united
poblic expression to tho seatiments of the Confederating Churches
on moral or religious questions which affecd tho welfars of the
community, or of other lands. Two replies ssy ““no™ to the
second qucation; one is indefinite.

It isstated in cortain replics that the Synod of the Maritime
Provinces and the Synod of Montreal and Ottawa havo alrcady
taken action teuching Home Missions, in the line of the proposal
made by the Methodist Church, though little or nothing practical
has yot resulted ; and the view is oxpressed that effective action
cau be taken by the General Assembly only.

The replies to the circolar addressed to the membera of the
Caion Committee abundantly wareant the sabmission of the
following Recommendations to the General Assembly :—

1. That the General Assembly approve of the formation of auch
a body as is propvsed by the Quoadrennial Conforence of the
Methodist Church.

2. Tbat the Committee an Union bo reappointed, with
instructions to confor with the Commitice of the Mothodist
Charch, with the view of giviog further consideration to the
functions of such body as it is propesed to form, and to report to
the General Assembly. .

The suggestion of a member of your Committes that the term
*Couuncil,” rather than  Court,” should be the title of the
proposed federal body, ahould such body be called into existencs,
seems worthy of attention,

All of which is respectinlly sabmitted,

Wat Cavew, Coavener.

1o moving the adoption of the report the Rey. Principal drow
attention to the sugge.tion of a member of the Committes that the
word *‘council,” rather than ‘.czrt,” should be the title of the
proposed body. Ho also pointed out that shovld the report carry,
the Assembly did not commit itself, as tho matter after careful
consideration during the year, would como beforo next Assembly
who could put an end to all negotiations did it consider the plans,
which might be supposed, not feasible. After further discussion,
Rev. Principal Caven moved in amendment to the Committee’s
recommendation, that a Federal court be appointed, the addition
of words, *“Provided « satisfactory definition of ita dnties can be
agreedon.” This was agreed to, and the Committee’s report as
amended was then adopted

Mr. J. K. Macdonsld prescnted a minute regarding Rev. Dr.
Wardrop's desire to retire from the Convenership of the Foreign
Mission Committee. The minute referred in highest terma to Dr.
Wardrop's work on the Committes, and recommended that his
dusiro o retire be complied with, It was agreed to.

Tho Committee appointed to deal with the Sabbath achool
Committeo’s report recommended that the work of publication be
removed from St. John, N.B, to Toronto; that Rev. Mr.
Fotheringham, now in charge of the work, be relioved from his
pastoral charge, 30 that the publication department might receivs
his wholo attention; that Mr Fotheringham’s salary Le §1,200;
that thoso having chargo of publications be autharized to barzow
$5,000 in order to transfer the work to Toronto. and wipe out any
deficit, - It was shown that on the present basis of circulation, and
the present tendera for the work to bo done, during the cosuing
year, the work of pablication world z0on bo on a sonnd floancial
basis. Rov. Dr. Laing opposed tho recommendations. Ho was in
particalar atroogly opposed to the borrowing of §5,000. The
present liabilities, ho considered, were hoavy enougb. Consider.
able dircussion followed, and aeveral amendments were propoeed.
Finally Rev. Dr. Fraser moved tha% in view of the amall atten-
danoo of commisaioners the wholo matter bo left over until next
Auombly, the pablication work, in the meantime, to be carried
on a3 at present.

The Closing Session.

There waz a vory small attendance at the evening and last
sot-ion of tho meeting. The Assembly passed loyal addrosses to
her Majeaty tho Queen and the Govarnor-Geaeral of ths Dominion.
The addresses will be cagroessd and forwarded to har 3sjesty and



