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Christ the Emancipator.

BY REV. CHARLES H. PARKHURST, D.D.

Tiis condensed sermon, by Rov. Dr. C. H. Packhurst, whosv
namo is in evory homo as tho lender of the Parity Crusadoin Now
York, will be widoly
< 7] read as an intoresting
aud oharacteristio dis-
coutso.

Trxt:— *1f tho
Son, therefore, shall
make you free, yo shall
bo freo indeed.”—John
viii. 368,

Christ the Emanci-
pator ! Escape into
wider liborty through
divine oufranchisement!
That, then, is our
mattor—a matter wor-
thy of the best thought
we can give to it, and
worthy of tho largest
inspiration that tho
Holy Ghost can ondue
us withal,

Our address isnot to
any particular class of
auditors, as thoush
those who believed in
Christ wero frecmen,
and all other slaves.
Wo aro nono of us {ree.
There is not an un-
shackled man or woman
among us. And to be-
come free is the grand
purpose of all living ; is now, perhaps always willbe. Not only ought
this to bo tho purpose toward which we strive, it is the purpose to-
ward which westrive, however mistaken and quecr tho ways by which
wo try sometimes to compass our Hurposc. Thero is not a man of us,
in the vigorous sense ol the word, but feels himself hampered, shut
in, wound about with somo visiblo or invisible bond of limitation, that
is all tho time holding us back from the wider arca out upon which
wo should certainly move were thoso limitations somehow to bo
struck off. Wo have not gotten out on to that arca, but wo know it
is thero all tho same, and tho presentiment of it is wondrously at
work in us. Thero is a Jdash of the prophetic in every born soul,
that makes us almost participant in wgnt has not como yet. Evory-
thing in all this great world that is alive is sccking to overstep its
frontiors. Wo ate pluckcd at by tho unreached. %’oices are borne
in upon us from regions we have ncither geen nor mapped. This is

rt of what life mcans. It is the hunger to be wider and higher,
onger and decpor. It is an instinct boé‘dcd in the nature of things.
First tho blade, then tho car, then the full corn in thoear. Present
conditions arc always shell, which the meat on the inside is per-
potually trying to get oa to tho outside of. You can call it corn, or
thought, or purpose, or rcligion, or apirit, it is all over and all
around, It is tho motro that lifo of every sort and description is
written in, Tho trco punches a hole in its bark and hangsouta
new bud. The city blasts cut the rocks in its suburban area and
plants down a now boulovard. The man wortha million takes pains
to invest it 30 that it will becomo fiftcon hundred thousand. Per-
haps ho could not tell you why ; %crhnps ho does not know why.
Neither does tho treo know why it buds, but it buds, and everything
wants to,

Now this impulse wo havoe to reckon with, Clearly God intends
something by it. It would not bo around cverywhere, and always
at work unleas tho Creator of all things and tho Author of all life
had had a distinct and goncrous purpose which this impulse was
implantoed to subserve. The best way now in which we can state this
an be true to eroricnco. observation, and Bible, is to say that in
its innermoat gcnma this restless craving that we are so mightily
charged withal, is but tho human aspirit, born with an instinct of
freedom, chafing against the fetters of nature and circumstance by
which it is enthralled.

God in His humanised revealment is the power by which wo
are to meot tho pinch of our limitations and crush and shatter their
ﬁrip upon us. Saya the Holy Word, *¢Chriat camo that wo might

ave lifo, and that we might bavo it more abundantly.” Let more
of tho lifo of God into our swelling spirits, and the limitations
havo gof to give way. Christ in us makes us great, and Christinus
moro &nd moro makes ns groater and greater, and there is no wall
cncompassing us 80 adamantine—bo it wall of habit, or of idca,
or of intorest, or of purpose, or whatever olse—but will weaken
and crack aud crumbie and open a wide and unhorizoned area to
tho northand south and caet and west, if thero is going on within
us this continned growth and out thrnst of an cnergy that is
from God. And thero is nothing in this that oven smatters of
the impracticablo or the transcendental. Why, how do you cdu-
cato iour own child to bear lifo's brunt and to barst tho bonds
that his feobleness and ignorance and anims) passions bind about
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him and rivet upon him? How do you go about to rend the
meshes and pluck out tho rivets? How, but by so entering into
Ijm with the fulness of your own strong and abuudant life, that
the very pressuro and oxpansion of your lifo within him shall
wronch tho rivets out of him and tear the knotted cords off of
him? Tho very gistof all education isin that. It is personal, it
is baptismal. it is inspirational. It isn't precept, it is blood that
does it. And just what you, a big fathor, aro to your littlo boy,
shattoring his limitations becauso your spirit infused into hia
makes something too immenso to be contained on the insido of
thoso limitations, just that the great Father in Christ is to us
little mnen and women, straining, cracking, and then pulverizing
our limitations, which may bo tough onouﬁh to faston s in, but
havo to give way whon tho Spirit of the Almighty begins to
bestir himself insido of thowm. That is the philosophy of enfran.
chisement. ‘That istho art of frecedom, Not outsido blows struck
upon oar chains, but a spirit inside, made so divinely big and
virilo, that tho bonds break and the links pull apa:t, and the pris-
onor stands forth a freo man.

Now, theroare & good many sorts of limitation that confino us
and of walls that immure us, and we want this oxpansive Spirit of
God in usin ordor to pry them off their fouundations and so lot us
out into the open. In the first place, the lifo of Christ within us
burats tho bonds of the imprisoning years. We think in terms of
years, and that 18 a thing wo ought to be getting over. As wo
move along, we nro conscious of tho *‘threescore and ton” as of o
wall impenctrable and insurmountable, beyond which it isnot to be
permitted to us to browse. And this consciousncss of life's con-
tractedness operates continually to tether our plans, to enervate our
intereats. If we are more animal than we are spiritual, then the
controlling consideration with us will be our mortality ; if we aro
moro spiritual than we are animal, then the geverning consideration
with us will bo our immortality. ** Christ in us, the hope of glory,"
is tho way the Bible putsit. Immortal, and with a consciousness of
immortality, becauso tho spirit in us is made too big and urgent for
the stakes with which the body has picketed us to bo able to with-
stand the strain inwardly put upon them. That is the real secret
of all our assured confidenco in immortality. ¢*The truth shall
meko you free,” said Christ, *‘and Iam the Truth,” said He. Thero
is a principlo involved hero that wo canuot state too frequently, nor
rciterate too emphatically, in these days when so much of religious
mind is struggling toward larger enfrauchisement. To greater or
less dogree, overy thinking man is a slave to his own convictions
and conceptions. It is next door to impossible to have on idea and
not been entangled and handicapped by it. And thetruer the idea,
and the more the man who thinks it believes in that idea, the moro
likely it is that ho will never get beyond that idea, Statements of
the truth arsnot truth ; they aro only pictures that we make of tho
movement of a mind that is feeling after the truth. Thisis not a
protest against consorvative stateinents of doctrine one whit more
than it iz o protest agaiust radical statoments of doctrine,

Tho cntrance of His Spirit into us enlarges us to the rending of
tho old shackles of iudurated opinion that we have cither put upon
oursclves or had put on us, and go lets us out into a wider reach of
truth and into a Lroader awecP of prospect. That is all perfectly
illustrated in the caso of Saul on his way to becoming Paul. Saul
was an old fossilized Jow. His theological views, that at one time
we may uupsoaoto have been Xoung and tonder aud plastic, had
chilled and dried and hardened into 8o much doctrinal petrifaction.
Anything like new, enlarged and progressive thought wo may sup-
poso to iu.ve been arrested.  The convictions ho had already ac-
quired lay in tho way of moro acquisitions of tho same kind. His
mind bounded back as from a wall, from the casing of opinion in
which during all thoso years he had been slowly immuring himself.
Ho was in that particular like a river which will sometimes dam its
own flow by tho very materinl which it has itself doposited. And
got when onco the power of Christ had come upon him and tho

pirit of Christ, who 18 the Truth, had become a swelling reservoir
within him, the embankment gavo way, snd tho new accumulation
from out tho sky broke forth over wide arcas of new theological
fertility, the inward divine replenishment, like the deepened cur-
rents of vegetable sap in the spring, puactured the bark and let itself
out all over Paul in fresh theological buds. And swherever there is
o frcsh increment of the Christ-Spirit made over to a Christian
thinker that is to bo counted as a certain issue.  No human mind
with Christ alive in it is going to be able to keep still. Tho treo
that grows fast by tho river of the water of lifo yields its frait every
month, says the Apocalypse. Wo all of us nced an experience of
Christiau truth, and tho thing that wo have to remember is that
thero is no oxpericoce of truth apart from a widening and progres-
sive apprehension of the truth.  To have the truth touch us and to
havo it make our minds tingle, we must get into some new reach of
the truth, and meet it on a sido where it is not worn. That ex-
plains tho remark that oven Christians aro sometimes heard to
wake. when they say that they take no pleasuro in reading tho
Bible. 1t is astonishing how quickly a truth brightens when we
brighten, and how the prospoct roadens when fresh light has been
poured into our own eye. ‘Tho Spirit of Truth within us tracks tho
truth to its undetected hiding places, and Christ is that Spirit of
Truth, which is tho identical thing that St, Paul says to the Corin-
thians, ** For what man knoweth the things of a msn save tho spirit
of man whichisinhim? Even so tho things of God kooweth no
man, bat the Spirit of God.”” Wo have to be human in order to
know tho human, and just asmuch wo have to bo divine in ordor to
know the Divine. Christ in us is tho lens through which tho thing
of God becomo ovident and open io us, And the moro of Christ
thero is in us, the wider the rango of our oye, tho more superbly
complete the liborty of our thought.
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