
PR0CEEDINLà 0OP THE CANADIAN INSTITUTE.

consequence, our facilities for affording the student of any special'
brandi of knowledge aûaqanac vt htterest of the
wvorld is (bingr in it, are mnuch improved. It iiaiy also be stated,
that arrangements have been made *Ii'ereby it is expected that a fuller
and more regular printeci report of our proceedings will be given to
our meînberj.

It seenis to nie that it would be ifiapl)ropriate flot to say a word on
thlis occasion about the resuits th'at haz-ve flowved from at proposai made-
hy MNr Sandford Fleii;ng in a commnunication read before the institute
twvo or three years ago. I refer to the proposai to adopt certain
ineridians as standards of time-a, proposai whichi is to take practical
effeet during the presemît mionth over a, grcat part of this continent.
T[he miemibers of the Inistitute, seeinig that they have in their corpo-
rate capacity tw'îce inemnorfflized. the grovernmiient, and taken otiier
alotion iii this miatter, and in thieir sel)arate capacities have seconded
Mr. Fleming wvhenever they have lhad opl)ortunity to do0 so, cannot
but féel pleased that so mnuch lias been accomplishied ; and wvhile 1
give utterance to thiat feeling of picasure, I amn sure that I arn also-
speaking the mind of the Institute, wlien I express the hope, that
d:i uatia adoption of -LMr. Flcrninig's sehemie on. this continent, rnay
be but the l)1elud(e to its adoption iii its entirety throughout the
'vorld.

Soîne vears agto 1I had thp hionour to cojumunicate to the Instituite
the gnrlviewvs at which I liad theni arrived in regard to the very
(liinctit stbject of the relations of comple.xion and climiate. Though
1 cannoe 1reten(l tliat the p)artial1 solution which I thon offered, wvas,
evenl as. far. as it %venit, cntirely sa-tisfacetory, I stili think that it emi-
l)0(ie(l an elemnit of truth. Since that tiiec I have, ggained, if not
incrcased light, at least additional information, and it lias occ.urred to
mue that a new paper on the subject, writteni, not so nmuch withi the
objeot of advancing any special views whichi 1 may hiold, as with that
of pointing out the nature of the difficulties -whichi crop up when. one-
;Lttemlpts to elucidate it, and the char. cter of the questionis, with the
solution of wlnch ivs elucidation is connecte(l miglbit prove to be of
somne popular interest.

This topic belongs to the domain of Anthropology, a science wvhich,
lias lately corne into existenice. The anthiropologist might, titke for-
bis motto that oft-quoted binie of Pope's

'«Thec proper study of mankind is n»i,"


