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for some tirne beforehiand extraordinarily wot or dry years withi
ýsome approacli to certainty. The great practical benofit of such. a
prediction to a country so rnuch interested in agriculture as our owin
wvil1 be plain to everybody ; and I eall attention liere to the faet
.of Mr. Eivins's riglit of priority, because it lias flot been properly
acknowvledged in ail quarters. Ir. one quarter only lias sucli acknow-
ledgient been made, viz.. in Prof, S. F. Baird's IlAnnual Record of
:Science and Industry " for 1 87 1. That Miss Çlerke, in lier lately
pubiished IlHistory of Astronomy," should have overlooked this
iatter is, porhaps, not aitogether surprising; but that Prof. Norman
Lockyer, whom Mr. Elvins kept, constantly infornied as to bis inves-
tigations, should have entirely ignored bis dlaims to priority, and
have griven ail the lionours to Mir. Meidrumn, of Mauritius, is, to
say the least, unpieasantly reinarkable. The fact that, for soine
reason unknown to myseif, M\r. Elviiis's resuits were nover puiblishied
in the Cana<lian Journal, lias no doubt been the principal cause of
tijis want of ack-nowledgrnent. Iu1-liealth bias for xnany years suis-
pended Mir. Elvins's labours, but 1 arn -lad to say that, this cause
being foi' the pi'esent llalpiIy removed, wo xnay look for furtliei valua-
ble resuits fi'orn their i'estimption.

I.- -MEMORIALS.

The selections I have just presemited fin the subjeets of' Papers
read before this Institute abundfantly pr'ovo that the members have
alw~ays been in the habit of doing a good deal of pretty ]lard thinking,
on subjeets of the most practical kind, and s0 coztributing to the
solution of problems of the gyreatest intercst to the public; and a,
,consideration of the nimuber and nature of Mernorials presented to
the O;nadian aîîd Proirincial Governinents by the institute froin
tixue Vo time 'viii show tlîat tlîey wvere mon of action as wvell as of
thought, who were wvide eniouglIi awvake, to give effeet to ~Lheir ideas,
Since wve find ýthat, iin cveî'y inistance but one, the niemoi-ials were
successf'ul. In the decade fm'orn 1853 to 1863 alone 1 find no less
than five of these successfui miernorials recoî'ded in our IlProceedings,"
as follows:

1. Up to tue year 1853 the inagnetic observing station at Toronto
liad been carî'ied on at the exponso of the Iniperial Governinent, and
under the direction of olbicers of the Royal Axtillery. In this year,
liowever, the obseî'vatory 'vas about to ho discontinued. Capt. (now


