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Apollos; and another, T of Cephas; as if]
Christ was divided ;—and I doubt not that
it would be the blessed means of infusing
a healthier spirit and a healthier excite-
ment amongst our people, concerning the
things that directly pertain to rdligion.
And we koow, too, that all the world
mer, *tunion is strength,” that ¢ by
mutital aid great deads are done and great
discoverics made.” ¢ citainly all who love
our Zivumust rcjoice in the strength which
it dovs pussuss within vur city, i its array
of Lrilliant talent that is now cuncentrated
in this western metiopolis 5 but yet still
stronger, I bddicve, would our chiurch be,
and still more productive of good, were
we, as ministers and congregations, drawn
nmwre closddy together by the cords of love
and did we realize ourselves more than
we do members one of another, and as
such not only eaist in perfect sympathy,
but plun together and work together, and
so far, us far as it was possible, concen-
trate our forces, which are now, we must
confess, so ncedlessly dispursed : and ac-
cording to the oll truism, where there
are a number of discennected cfforts there
is always a waste of powas.  Just let us
Jook for a lvsson in this respe.t to that
admirable generalship that i3 now being
displayed in India.  “The British army is
broken up into various columns; they
have separated, and cach has gone on its
own particular mission :  but though this
be so, they are still all under the one
head, they are all concentrating their
strength, and with their separate yet
united cfiorts bearing down upon the one
point, and, humanly speaking, the crush-
ing of the mutincers under their various
leaders, and with their confiicting inter-;
csts, and the conquest of Oude are mat-
ters of certainty.  DBut how different
would it hivve been had cach gencral his
own independent plans, and had the
watchword of cach column been *“every
one for itself.™  And yet, just such it is
with owr church; cvery congregation is
for itself, it forms its indcpendent plans,
and it is not scldom that those plans con-
flict with one another, and so, I say, much
strength is wasted, and resources are
squandered, and less good is done.  And,
of a truth, the present state of our city
calls for all the strength which we, as
Christian ministers aud Christian congre-
gations, can muster against the cnormity
of cvil that is in themidstof us.  Far be
it from me to paint our city blacker than
itis. I would rather look upon its fair
spots, the things that are pure and lovely
in it, and thank God, these are neither
few nor far between; but, alas! many
revelations of lute have humbled us in the
dust—unexpected gulfs have yawned be-
forc us at which we have trembled.-~
Transactions done by Christian men have
been read bencath the light of heaven’s

sun, that have revealed to an incredible

extent an utter want of Christian, yea, of
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moral principle; and the statistics, too,lcongrega

ation is chicfly compriscd of the

of our city that have been just publlshcd rich to preach now and then to another

manke known the cxistence of au amonnt
of the grossest immorality, that not unly
puts the cup of astonishment into our
hands, but causes our hearts to fail
through fear.
of our country, we are told. is on the in-
creasc; and Glisgow has the unomiable
position of ranking first amongst the great
Britisl citics in the number of its illegiti-
mate children.  Oh! surdy such things
as these, and the knowledge which we all
individually possess, and which we gatha
from our daily work, of the unbelief] the
imipicty, the wickedness mongst us, eall
for our united crergies, the concentration
of all our strength on the side of the Lord
against the mighty.

Goud service, then, would our mouthly
mectings here do to the Church of Christ
if they should be the means, under Gud,
of breaking down the barriers that now
separate congregations, and brought them
closer together, and bound them, as they
should be bound, by the ties of sympathy
and love ; and 1 believe that our Union is
capable of effecting much towards such
an end. If all the ministers and elders
of our Chuich assembled here but once
from month to month, to join together
their prayers for the common weal, to
see cach other face to face, and cheer one
another with a God speed you: if the
fathers came to benefit by their exper-
ience their younger brethren ; and if the
opportunity were here embraced by all of
us, of stating anything peculiarly inter-
esting in our work, and giving and re-
cci\ing sweet counsel from one another.
is it possible but. that we should be snrrcd
up “unto love and to good works?
And strengthened and cheered, we our-
selves, ministers and elders, would scek
our several congregations ; and as a httle
leaven leaveneth the whole lump, so, too.
the spirit which we here imbibed of mu-
tual sympathy and interest would soon
extend itsclf over our congregations, so
that they too would stretch their sympa-
thy Leyond their own limits, and look
not merely *‘cvery onc upon its own
things, but likewise cvery one upon the
things of others.” And, assuredly, not
narrow would be the influence produced
abroa:d by the simple knowledge of the
existence in full vigour und life of such
a Union as this of ministers and clders of]
the Church.

Anotber means of producing greater
sympathy and closer fellowship between
our congregations would be a more fre-
quent, and, I might almost say, a morc
systematic exchange of pulpits on the
part of the ministers. This, T think,
would bencfit the ministers themselves,
and likewise the diffierent people, and
would tend to intertwine the congrega-
tions morc and more with each other. It

Drankenness, the curs;-'

congregation whose numbers comprise,
in large majority, the poor and needy .
and it would do no harm to that congre-
xationt of the ricl to see uct‘:lsiun.nll) i
their pulpit, and to hear from him iawond
of counsel, the minister who worhs in the
lowlice paths of life.  Nuay.suddian in
terchange of pulpits would not only pleas
but henefit our oomgregations ; 4 stranget’s
words might touch the hearts of some
who remained totally vninflucnced unda
the ordinuy ministiations of their vwn
pastor.  And  thus, tou, thtough  the
medium of the ministers, the position and
circumstances of cach congregation might
be brought mare prominently before tle
view of the other: and, following th
example and the teaching of their minis
ters, they too might be led to manifest
the Jike interest in each other’s welfue .
and then we might hope that the nmany
party shouts that now rise around us
would soun be heard dying away in the
Lreeze, and giving place to the one grand
universal shout, 7w of Chaist.

The most Popular Person in the World

If we were to ask who at this present
moment is the most popular personage m
the world, the answer from far and from
near would unquestionably be, < Her Ma-
jesty, the Queen of Great Britain.”  No
genius has been able to raise any living
mortal to so high a pinnacle of universal
estimation—no success in war—mno minis-
tering in the blessed work of benevolenee.
The warrior will have his fame-—uot
meted out by rule, not stinted by parsi-
mony, not cursed by malignant defraction
—but heaped up by the manly heart of o
manly nation, acknowledging with wel-
come generosity the time when, as our
warrior has said, ** his sword shall be
sheathed to be drawn no more.” The
lady who left her home to flit, in angel
consolation, round the wounded and the
dying of her countrymen, has achicved
for herself a place in the world’s respeut
scecond to nothing that can be accorded to
the daughters of héroic virtue. Of their
own kind, in their own place and within
their own circle, nothing can surpass the
deeds that have been done within the last
few years by the sons and daughters of
Britain—nothing surpass the genuine ar-
dour with which those deeds have leen
appreciated by a free nation of living
men. Yot not all the fame of decds.
liowever great or good, has placed any
wortal in the position of universal renown
won by her Majesty the Queen.  With:
out comparison the Queen has the widest
and the deepest popularity ever accorded
to any—at any time—in any age of ke
world. Were the question put, one an-
awer would roll from end to end of our
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land ; but not ours only. France knows



