THE CHURCH

showed further that the Manna was not what
He bimself was, viz., the true bread. The
Jews murmured becanse He called Himself
the true bread.  Nevertheless He persisted in
the claim, and showed that eviryone who
believes on B has everlasting lie.

Vv, 48-51.—The Jews had mentioned the
Manua which their 1athers ate in the wilder-
Christ tells them that this food did not sender
the hody immortal, although the Jews ate of
it eventually they died. But, as bread, the
living bread, He could give eternal hie to the
soul—so that it would never die.  He became
tood tor the soul by his death asan atone-
ment for sm: *the bread which [ witd give,
& looking forward to thecross By eating
the living D:ead, or the flesh of Chnst s
meant believing on Hlim—receiving  the
blessings of His sacrifice.

V. 32.—The Jews unuerstood Christ liter-
ally.

V. 53.—Christ was the same figure to press
home the truth that without faith in Hm no
one cat be saved.

Vv. 53, 56 —The Lord's Supper is not
meant here, 1or it 15 not the matter under dis-
cussion.  There 15 no ground here tor the
monstrous doctrine of transubstantiation. The
words were suggested by the miracle recorded
in the first part of the chapier, and by the
subsequent mention of Manua. By cating
and drinking we receive that which supports
the body ; so by believing in Chinst, who shed
His blood upon the cross tor the sins ot men,
our souls are saved. Light is thrown upon
the meaning ot such figurative language by
the 35th verse: “*Lam the bread of lite: he
that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he
that belicveth on me shall never thirst,” Here
commng™ to Christy, and ** believing™ on
Christ are equivalent to eating tbs flesh and
drinking His bleod.

V. 57 —* Just as the Son, though equal to
the Father as touching His Godnead, does
live in an inctlable and inscrutable way,
through and by the Father, the don never
being without the Father nor the Father with-
our the don —so in like manner the man who
teeds on Christ enjoys spintual lite, only
through and by Chnst.”

Lrssoxs.

1. How foolish to look to any carthly por-
tion as the highest good. At best ity hut
1oor tood for an immortal soul.  Compare ls.
85: 2, and the 27th verse of this chapter.

2. A crucitied Saviour aflords the only
bread that can satisfy the soul  Christ gave
Has flesh for us,~tor us He shed His precious
Liovd. Here alone we have help.

. 8. Tu be saved we must believe in Him,
i ¢, receive Him as our Saviour.  There s
no other way of salvation than by vital union
with Christ.

FOURTH SABBATIH.

StunakcT:—Jesus the Christ, John 7: 40~
46.

Jesus went up from Galiler to Jerusalem
about the midst of the Ieast ot Tabernacics,
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and taught in the temple. Notwithstanding
the bitter hatred of the Scribes and Pharisces,
He publicly claimed to be the sent of God,
and eflered to give the water of' lite to every
thirsty seul.  Very general attention was di-
rected towards him by the multitudes whohad
come up to the teast. The people were very
much d:vided in their estimate of Him and m
their feeling towards Him. Thuse whom the
Seribes and Phansees intluenced, expecially
the people in Jerusalem, regarded Han with
no kindly teeling, whilst others were power-
tully impressed with His teaching and with
the miguty deeds which they had scen him
pertorn, or of which they had heard.

V. 40 —* The =aying™ is that contained in
the verses immediately preceding.  Most im-
pressive were these words. How high the
claim!  This class regarded Him not as the
Messnh, but as the great prophet hke unto
Moses predicted in Dent. 13: 19, 18, They
did not know that “the Prophet” was the
Messiah.

V. 41.—At this time there was a very gene-
ral expectation of the Messtah and the pous
among the neople saw in Jesus of Nazareth—
in His lite, teaching and miracles, that which
convineed them that e was the Messiah,

V. 42.—Another party thinking that He
had been born in Gahlee, gave thisas a proof
that {e could not be the Messiah, inasmuch
as Bethlehem was the predicted birth place.

V. 44.—Christ’s hour was not yet come, and
therefore he was not apprehended.

Vs. 45, 46.—Fromn V. 32 we find that the
Pharisees and the chief priests had sent otlicers
to take Him.  But these oflicers could not ful-
fil their mission. His teaching completely
dizarmed them.  There was in it something so
autheritative, solemmn, impressive and atiec-
tionate, that they were compelled to give this
high testimony, Never man spake hke this
man.

LESSONS.

1 How eminent our Lord must have been
as a public teacher of religion.

2. The evidence that Jesus of Nazareth is
the Mesainh cannot be gamsaid.

3. From Vs 41 and 42 learn (1) That
sometinies men cither in ignorance or preju
dice putscrpture and facts m antagonism; and
(2) That sometimes those who secm very zeal-
ous tor the derpture use it against Chirist.

FIFTH SABBATIL.

StBIECT:~ Freedom by the Truth, John 83
28-36.

The place and time are the same as those of
last leason. The persons specially addressed
are the Scribes and Pharisess: «those  who
were «pposed to Christ and who sought Bis
desth. See Vs, 13,19, 40,

V. 28.—The Jews wouald not listen to
Christ’s claims that Hehad been seat by God.
He tells them here that when He was crucified
they would see that He was the Messiah.

The wonderful events connected with His
death, resurvection, and ascension, and with



