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V. 36.—Probably Jacob had some sus-
picion, that, notwithstanding, the cont
dipped in blood, Joseph had met with foul
play at the hands of his brethren. How-
ever, this may have been, he now lays tiic
blame of Simcon’s imprisonmont, and of
the prospective loss of his son Benjamin at
thie door of his sous, who had just returned
from Egypt. And yet perhaps it was tho
pressure of the present sore trials which
made him say what he did not mean.

V. 37.—Reuben had no right to make
any such proposals.  Yet, as this was nos
s time of calm thought, let him have credit
in this utterance for an earncst purposoe of
using every effort to bring Benjamin safely
back. Comp. chapter 37: 21-22-29,

V. 38.—Jacob was unyiclding. Ilis
heart was wrapped up in Benjamin the
yvoungest son of his  beloved Rachel,

Joseph was gone: Was not that enough ¢
The fact that the Egyptian governor, a
man of such apparent harshness, had in-
gisted so strongly upon secing Benjamin
made Jacob’s heart sink.

Lrssons.

1. To remind of sin God sometimes
send aflliction. Yet lhe pitics while he af
flicts, just as Joseph wept when he spake
roughly to his brethren and bound Simeon
before their eyes. The heaviest end of the
rod is in God’s hand. How thankful we
should be when our afilictions fill us with
sorrow for sins of the past! Vv 21-22,

2. A time of trial sometimes furnishes
occasion for the manifestation of fine traits
ot character. Look for example at the fecl-
ings which prompted the words of Reuben.

3. To God's people troubles are blessings
in disguise  The hand of Providence was
leading Jacob wisely and lovingly, vet he
exclaimed, all these things arc against me.
He lived to sce how mistaken he had been
in his estimate of providential dispensa-
tion, nay, how unbelieving and sinful.
Here is a note of warning: Never distrust
Gad in the dark days of trouble. And a
lesson of encouragement : All things work
together for good. Fear not christian, for

The clouds you so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.

THIRD SABBATH.

Stniker —Juseph makes himself known,—
Gen. 45: 1-8.

Yor 22 ycars Joseph had been separated
from his father and brethren. Iere are his
brothers before him; he can refrain no longer
—Ilove bursts all bounds. He had brought his
brothers to a deep sense of their sin, and
now, nothing remains but to show his love,—
just as Jesus deals with us sinners, trying us,
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dealing with us until we come to seeour sing,
and then revealing his pardoning and saving
grace.

V. 1.—All were sent out lest the past his-
tory of Joseph's brethren should be exposal
betore the eyes of strangers.

V. 2.—Perhaps also Joseph did not wish
that strangers should witness the intensity of
his feelings. *“It was the wicked brothers
who should have filled the house wwith groans
and outeries of repentance.  llut it is Joseph
who weeps in the presence of his transgres-
sors,”’—"Jesus wept.”” The Egyptians and
the House of Pharoah heard the former by
their own ears as they were turned out of
Joseph's presence:—The latter would hear the
report of the news immediately.

7. 3. Juseph -then uses all possible plain-
ness; as Jesus did in dealing with Saul of
Tarsus. A sense of their great crime put
them to shame. When we see our sins we
are apt to be driven away from God; we
would if we could, hide from him. It is when
God reveals to as Lis heart of love that e
are drawn to Him.

V. 4 —Ie overcomes their fears by tender-
ness of his love. Iow like Christ's dealing
with sinners! He calls himself their drother
when he recalls the memory of their crime;
Clirist 1s not ashamed to call us brethren.

V. 5.~He shows to them God's over-ruling
hand in the whole matter. Compare Acts 2:

V. 6.—Earing. old Lnglish for ploughing.
The Famine was to be terribly severe for five
more years, no tilling and no reaping; no ris-
ill‘L‘{' or overflowing of the Nile.

7. 7.—Ilere God's hand is again pointed
out.

V.8.—Father to Pharoah—most confiden-
tial and important Couusellor and friend.

DocrrixNgs.

1. See how freely and fully Joseph forgives.
It is noble and like God to forgive iujuries
and pay them back with love.

2. See how Joseph notes God's hand in all
events. Let us do 'Iikcwiw.

3. Jesus reveals himself with greater love
than Joscph, with fuller, freer pardon, with a
greater deliverance.

4. As Joseph invited his brethern to draw
near to him, so Jesus invites all to Himsslf.

FOURTII SABBATH.

Suniscr.—Joseph sends jfor Ais father,—
Gen. 45: 16-28

This lescon is & continuation of the interest-
ing narrative that we have been studying for
the last seven Sabbaths. Mark the progression
—now the story is pointing to a satisfactory
anding.  Juseph long lust as his fatler
thought, makes himself known to his breth-
ren, as we saw in ourfast. ‘I'lielesson to-day
tells us that he made himself known to his
father.

V. 1.—Pharaok’s concurrence in Joseph's
desirc concering his father. Pharaoh had
heard of the visit of Joseph's brathren (V.2)
Knew about their father, Jacob, (V. 8.) pro-



