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#~ In Decermber la,;t the Suprerne Court of the United States
decided, ini the case of T/te Pedro, that a vessel owned hy a
Spa 1 ..,h corporation, having a Spanish register, -sailing under a
Spaniish flag and a Spanish license, and afficered andl marined
by Spaniards, must bc regarded as a Spanish ship for the purpose
of capture as a prize, although British subjects were the legal
owncrs of a portion, and equitable owners of the remainder, of
the stock in the corporation ; and intended ta restore the vessiel to
B3ritish registry if war rendcred the change desirable. Thle
decision arrived at by the Court is in accord wvith the principle
laid dovn in Hall's International Law, sec. 169; and sec 7Yie
V:iIuiiiia, i C. Rob. at p. 1 3.

* *Aoropos of the rumours of intervention by European
powers an behaif of the Boers, we %vould refer to wvhat Lord
Castlereagh said in bis Note on the Affairs af Spain, in May, 8-7o,
nanly, that "thec riglit of intervention consists of a state of things
in a foteign country wviich threatens other States with that direct
and immediate danger, wvhich has always been, at least, in his lord-
ship'ïi country, regarded as constituting the only case which justifies
foreigrn intervention." The facts, so far as they appear at the time
of %vriting, do nût establish the right to intervene on the principle
above stated ; nor on the ground of the preservation of the
balance of power, or any other ground sanctioning intervention

uder the rules of International Law.

* * I the course of an admirable address on "Our limperial
Tribunials," by Mr. Haldane, Q.C. ; M.P., before the Scots Law
Society recently, he delivered himself of these sage observations
concernîng colonial obligation to the Judicial Commrittee af the
I>rivy Counicil - " The influence of the Privy Council had not lain
only in the interpretation of the law. It had-arid he might
take as an example, the constitution of Canada, as created in our
time by the Confederation Act of 1867 - clothed what was a
mere skeleton with flesh and blood, by a process of judge-made
law. Gaps in the colonial constitutions had on more than one
occasion been filled up, and their general lav had often been
aniplified and moulded in the saine fâshion. That broughit humn
to what was a serious matter. The colonies had developed
enormously within the last fewv years. Thr-y had shown a desire
fur closer relations with the mother country in the administration


