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In some of the provinces the Superintendents of Education
were men of scientific attainments, who saw the importance of the
study of rature as a means of maintaining and developing that
sympathetic attitude towards nature that characterizes the child
before he attends school, of fostering the habit of close observation.
and of creating that scientific spirit of enquiry in the effort to get at
the truth. The influence of such men as Dr.MacKay in Nova Scotia,
and Dr. Seath in Ontario, at the heads of the Departments of
Education, did a great deal to pave the way for the new Move-
ment in their respective provinces, at a time when tkeir ideas were
in advance of legislative opinion.

The last agency to which I shall refer, is the Macdonald
Rural Schools Fund, supplied by Sir William C. Macdonald of
Montreal, and administered by Dr. James W. Robertson, now of
the Macdonald Coliege, Ste. Anne de Bellevue, Quebec. The
improvement of rural schools was the main object of this Fnnd.
The means adopted were : (1) The building and maintenance of a
large consolidated school in each of the four eastern provinces, as
object lessons ; (2) The traini 1z of a certain number of teachers

i Nature-Study, Manual Training. and Domestic Science for

Service in rural schools | and (3) I'he maintenance of a group ol

school-gardens in each of the §i

ve eastern provinces, with a travel-
ling instructor for each group, and all in perfect harmony with
the education Departments of the provinces concerned.
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