
nhifflation as peat.bogs, etc., and, 2nd, animal ageilcies, sucli as co-al
reefs and oUmew subjects of thiat nature.

Thie thtird division, Iitorzcal geology, or as some eall it "Stati-

grapldcal -polo-y, treats of the rocks in the order of thieir formation ;vitli
thie contenmporatneous avents in thi)ir geelogical history, and includes
botli stratigraphical and paleontelogical geology, the latter being

rlegarded by seme, liowever, as a distinct branch, wvith P. reviewv of the
hlavs or systemns of progress in the globe and in its kcingdoms of life.
\Vhile in this lace we can, only consider the science of geology
properly 50 ralled, wve may say that its relation to rnany other
physical sciences is exceedingly intit-ate. Among, these may be
sjich.lIy ninntionedI astrononiy, cheinistry, mineralogy, zoology and
botany, wvith ail of wvhieh, and with others, the elucidation of the
miany geological problemis whicli constantly grise requires an acquaint-
ance more or Iess profound. In tho present stage ofte2ioc

each cf these slibjects is frecjuentiy assigaed te a speciaiist in. that
particular branch, in se far at least; as it appiies to, the science op'
geology . Thus the chemist and lithologist study the composition and

peculiarities of the several kinds of' rock structure. The paleontologist
studies the reniains of organic lifi-, ia wliich now paleontological botany
forms a special brandi. The xnineralogist works ont tue peculiar
properties of the several varieties of minerais whiich are encountered.
and this division cf study is carried on ahnost iiidefinitely in certain
uines; thus one person devotes his time to studying the peculiarities of
special fornis of life, as, for instance, thie graptolites, the trilu'uites, the
extinct mummialia, and se on.

\Vitli the early history cf our planet, or that part of its history
whichi precedes the appearance cf solid land, known ia geelogical
language as tlue Laurentian time, geology proper is supposed to have
nothing te do, its strict province being confined to the study cf the rocks
of' the eartli's crust itself. Se intiniately, however, are the rocks cf the
Lau jentian time connected %vith the original crust cf the earth that the
consideration cf the agencies whichi led te the deposition or formation
cf that crust is by many regarded as strie.tly within the province cf

eogial investigation, and in most works on thue science we find a
chapter devotcd to the early luistory of the earth, -riz.: that; portion cf it


