
24 Tii OlTrAwA NATmuRAIS. [April

Tihe variation in the colors and markings cf eggs is very
great, smre resmbling thome of the. Savanna sparrow, ouiiers with
a lighter greund and larger bletches resmble tiiose cf the vesper
mparrow, whule one net ba« very small spots and im cf a general
slaty bue, resernbling the. eggs of the. horned lark, and yet another
clomeiy resmbles smre mets of the bobolink. The nest is but in
a similar manner to uhat of the. Savanna sparrow, an excavation
cf neariy an inch being made aunxg long, fallen grass cf last
year's growth, and the nest is seated in tus excavation and but
Up about twe inciies above the growid level. It is weil concealed,
and wold be difficuit te fid were it net that the. bird is very par-
ticolar as te the proper condition of grass, and as tus condition
is rather unusuai, one'& searcb is reduced te a trille. Towards the.
eastera end cf the island viiere the. crewberry, Euipdram umusm
vows abodatiy, a patcii of it in cften seiected as a nemting site,
a"d the task of discovery becomes more difficuit.

The. song resmbles very closeiy that cf or species, bot the
endiuag, instead cf being a gras-operlike boza, as witb os, is
aptly described by Dr. Dwigbt as "1pre-e--a." Reading tiiese
letters in a bock ccnveyed ne very definite idea cf tiie soond te uy

id, but viien 1 heard it 1 reaized tuat no only vas tihe descrip-
tion very accurate, bot ti tiie scond was ainms exactly the. qam
as tihe oeil cf the. tom, wbicb, dobtiesa, tiie bird bas acquired by
dint cf iiearing tus cry tbou-îands cf tiues mach day, ail sommer
long. That socb changes de take place was proved to me scue
yearm ago by iiearing a junce, that lived in a region cf whiite-
tbroated sparrcws, render bis scng, not a plain series cf "4chipr.,"'
as osoal, bot 44ciip-cip-chip....cbip-chip-chip," etc.,, in triplets,
exactiy as tiie white-tiircat dees.

Wbie the. Ipswichi sparrows are fcund during the. migration
as far soutii as tiie Carolinas, it is a remarkabie fact that a fair
proportion cf dieu remide on Sable Iland ail winter, the. nuber
reutaining being usuaily estiuated at abot ooe4fftb of the total.
During severe weatiier uany cf these are sometimes picked op
exhausted and ciuled, and are tiien sbeiîered and ted tili a better

seaon rries.And net enlyare tbe birds theuselves thus cared
for, bot the. foxes, wiiich ame tii. chief enemies of ibis and otiier
bird. on Sable lal-ad are unercifily poruu.d nt every oppor.


