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UNFULFILLED PROPHECY, Ko. VI.
THE KINGDOM.

Christ is a king, as well as a prophet and
& priest; and the Scri(fmres fiequently
speak of the power and dominion which
shall be given unto him. For the coming
of this kingdom, we daily pray, and when
we do so, we connect it with the time when
God’s wiil shall be dune on earth, as it isl
in heaven. This kingdom is to be the grand |
result of God’s dispensations. To  this
theme of decp azd abiding interest to the
Church of God, I now ask the reader's se-
rious attention.

That the espressions # kingdom of hea-
ven,” “kingdom of God,” and “ kingdom of
Christ,” denote one and the same thing, is

roved by a comparison of parallel passages
. which. these phrases are used. Has this
kingdom alrendycome?  Isit already man-
ifested in the visible church of God? Je-
susiseven now our king, he exercises all royal
dignity, he rules and governs his people.
rewards lis friends, and punishes his ¢ne-
mies. But the kingdom and tlie glory is
yetveiled fromus, Indeedausurper relans
over this world where the throne of the King
of Zion ought to be. Our king is guneinto
a far country fo receive a kingdom; but he
has not yet returned to take possession.

Jesus Christ has already sat down on the
right hand of God, and there he reigns glo-
riously, wielding his power and his provi-
dence on behalf of his people; but there is
a special kingdom—TRE VISIBLE RiNGoOM,
OF Ti8 EARTH, and there isa special throne
THE THRONE OF RIS FATHER Davip, which
are promised to him as the Son of Man,
This kingdom is still future, and it is for
this that we pray when we say, “ Thy king-
dom come.”

‘'his kingdom is that described by the
prophet Daniel:—*1 saw in the night vi-
sions, and behold one like the Sun of Man
came with the clonds of heaven and came
to the Ancient of days, and they brought
him near before him.. And there was given
him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,
that all people, nations o°1d languages should
serve him; his dominion is an everlastin
dominion, which shall aot away, an
his kingdom that which shall not be destroy-
ed.” (Dan vii, 13. 11) We fully and

cheerfully admit that Jesus Christ now
reigns over his saints, and that they are his
spiritus] kingdom. When men are convert-
ed to God they are “delivered from the

kingdom of darkness, and are translated in-

to the kingdom of God’s dear Sen” Bt
this is only the seed of that visible and
glorius kingdom which Danie! describes,
That the saints in the present dispensation
do ot constitute the kinydom is proved by
the following truths:—The saints are spoken
of as “the heirs of this kingdom,” it is suid
to be promised to them; they are graciously
assured that they shall be preserved unto
thiz heavenly kingdom; and they are ex-
harted to give diligence to make their calling
and election sure “ for so an entrance shall be
administered abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ”” This kingdom is still future; it is
not something which the saints do now en-
joy, but something for which they are taught
to look, and long, and pray. If further
proof is needed, we have the express testi:
mony of the Apostle-Paul in his Epistle to
the Hebrews, where speaking of this king-
dom and of the universal dominion promised
to Chyist in the 8th Psalm, he adds, «But
now we see not yet all things put under
him.” (Heb. 11. 8.)

The estublishment of the kingdom then is
yet future; Christ's kingdom is not yet
come,  Even the saints in heaven are s:ill
anticipating it, for they sing, “ Thou hast
made us unto our God kings and priests,
and we shall reijnonthe earih,” (Rev 5.19.)
Let me then ask your attention to the ful-
lawing truths which are taught us in the
Word of God, in regard to this future king-

om.

1. Christ is to reign on the earth vis-
ly and personally. This is evident from
the passage in the prophecies of Daniel,
which we have already quuted. This king-
dom it is distinctly stated is to be “under
the whole heaven,” that is over and upun
the whole earth. So Jeremiah likewise
testifies: “I will raise unto David a righie-
ous Branch; and a king shall reign and
prosper, and exccute judgment and justice
in the earth,” (Jer. xiii. 5. 8.) Thus also
the prophet Zechariah testifies: “ His feet
shall stand in that day upon the Mount of
Olives. The Lord my God shall come and
allhis saints with him. Andthe Lord shell be
king over oll the earth™ (Zech. xiv.)

 might multiply quotations from the Puulics,

and from the New Testament; but as we
shail have occasion to quote some of these
passages in illustrating other particulars, we
Jeave this part of our subject, with the
above distinetand unwistakeable proofs, th-t
, Cluist’s kingdum is to be vicible, that it is
'tu be on the carth, and that be is to reign
personally.

2. Christ shallsit on the tirone of Da-
vid. In the promises made to David in
2. Sam. vii. 12-16, it is distinctly promised
that the throne of Israel shall be given to
,David’s seed forever, This is confirmed in
[Psalm Ixxxix. 20, 36,87, But from Psains
il and cx, we learn that David's seed is
nove other than the promised Messiah.
During the times of the Gentiles “the d:-
adem 13 removed,” and “the crown is taken
off;” there is n suspension of the reign of
the princes of the house of David.  But has
the promise of God failed? No! no! Je-
hovah says, I will overturn, overturn, and it
sholl be. no more, until ke come whose right
étiey and I will give it him. (Ezek. xxi. 26.)
These promises are directly appiied to our
Lord by the angel, who announced his birth
to the Virgin Mary. “The Lord shall give
unto him the throne of his father Davidy
and he shall reizn over the house of Jucob
for ever, and of his kingdom there shall bo
no end. (Luke 1. 82. 38.) Has Christ suc-
ceeded to David's throne? Docs be now
sit upon it? Assuredly not. He is now
escended into heaven, but David's throne
was on earth, He is scated on his Father's
throne; but he has never yet ascended Da-
vid's throne: he lhas never reigned in
McuntZion. Our Lord himsel{ distinguishes
clearly between his Father'sthrone, on which
he now sits, and his own throne, on which, as
the son of David, he is hereafter to sit.
“To him that overcometh will 1 grant tosit
with me in my throne, evenasIalsoover-
came and am sat down with my Father in
his throne.” (Rev. iil. 21.) And yet men
who have a system to defend, do not hesi-
tate to maintain that Christ is already seated
on the throne of David, is even now reigning
in Mount Zion! What doctrine of Sciipture
is safe, if men may thus contradict the
plain testimony of inspired writers, and even
the very words of our Lord himself!

3. Christ shall reign over the louse of
Zerael.  This is clearly proved by the pas:
sages slready quoted. To thess we msy

Such is the testimony of the prophets. We add the following. “The Lord of hosts



