
THEI IiMPORTANýT OFFIC!E 0F TU1E RELIGIOUS
TEAGH ER.

W HEN askicd to contribute soineting to the Paper to bc
pulisbed by the Tlîeological students of our C!ollege at Fine

Hill, my minci turned very naturally to the %vork that thiese young
inca have befre thei, and the clesire arose to say somnetlîing

that ziht stir tiieni up, ivitli PIaul, fzo glorify thieir ministry. i
is the office of the religious teachier te teachi religion. Butrcin
not an accidental. thing, a Iux ury, a forin of culture, soînething -%vlich
mn cani do witli or without at pleasurc. It belongs, r-ather, to the re-
quircuments of nxan as mxan, and înust Uc rcognized and guided by every
leader of hiumam progress. Comnmunionî witli God is as umucli a necci of
hiuranity as bread or liglît or heat. Hlonier said: Il een ]îunger
after the godIs." 'Max Miller aidopts Cicer&s de.finition o£ religion, fri
re-logere, nîakiuig it. sigîîify whlaat is broodcd over, andi holds that it is the
nccessary resuit of ail sound thiniingii about the universe. -Nations are
never atlicists. -No tribe is so snmall but it cojîtaitîs soine prophet wlho
eau sec God. Tlie. niicrocosni without andc the zicrocosis withiiii are full
of voices of ti. ight, that speak of sorrow and whisper hope ini soîne
God beyondl the dar-kmss. Seiciitific mn soînctimes get hCfogd fo a
littie, as Ruskin said that. «I Iuxley and Tyndall wcere not sure therc,
%vas a, God because thicy lîad never fouifi Jiiiin a bottle nwir, but
-"furtiier stuclv," as Uacon said, £< always icads back to God' Tie
world is full of thouglit, -n ho~u inole tiikrhec N ur

liais;ilways beeîî a par-alle of the Divine, The saue re-sult is reaclicd by
profounci students of lînan lue.t The tlîeîîe of the great pocis, the
epics, of thie nationîs, is thîe învsteiry of thîe sorrows of mîan's experience,
anid the xno&eîent of their thlikin.,ir. towarcls lielp ini (od. This is seen
ini the Book of Job, the cpic of the 1{brews, thje Iliad, the cpic of thîe
Grecks, aîid i the Ita-liani, Engii and Germiaîî epics of Dante, 'Milton,
and Goetle. The philosopher Kant saicl that Ilail] deep îniecitatiom about
mian and lus des-tinyv revolves around the tliree postulates of Goci, Freo,
\ViI, anîd Tuuuîniortlity,' ail] of wliicli are religious theines. TVins it
will be seen tluat the voung muanm %wo looks to the cailing of re-
ligions teaciier nmust. put hiiuuself face to face wvith the most funda-


