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HOW MEcHANICS’ INSTITUTES COULD BE MADE
POPULAR SCHOOLS OF - TECHNICAL IN-
STRUCTION,

HERE can be no doubt that
if Mechanics' Institutes were
properly conducted they
might be made the means of
supplying to those who have
to leave school at an early
age, and consequently with a deficient
education, those missed studies—
particularly of a technical character
——50 essential t¢ their success in
life. In fact, until technical edu-
cation receives more attention in
the public schools of the country,
our mechanies---ana the word me-
chanics has a verv wide signification
—-cannot be expected to be equal
N skill to the mechanics of other coun-
18 under better training and enjoying special advan-
ages;. therefore, if Machanics' Institutes, by properly
Ii)sp Ying the Government grans and other funds at their
thOSal, can fill up the blank ir technical knowledge

lch exists in the education of «hildren leaving pablic

m_ knowiedge and

Z“tﬂrious task, and deserving

the

of the assistance from
educational departient of the country, in addition to
Small annual sum voted by the Legisiature.
ton ® early age at which sc wany hoys, of necessity, are
in Pelle@ to leave sq-hool to assist, by their small earn-
thgs’ their parents in pravu‘lmg for a large fanily, cuts
thai;n off from any opportunity, thercafter, of recovering
logt knowledge, which they would have received
only ) Temained a few years more at school ; and the
10&3’ Way by which it is possible for thm to rocover tis
ang 13 by sg]f-culture, or by athbndmg_ evening classes;
te&chlf ovening classus can be so organized as to obtain
Meng:rs ¢apable of teaching, practically, the simple ele-
oge of & technical education to those who have never
ture ved any at all, even that, followed up by self-cul-
81d access to more advanced tochnical books,would be

t point gained, and ultimately lead to better results.
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0ls half educated, they will be perforining a most |

No. 11.

Before proceeding further with these remarks, it would
be well to define who we understand to come under the
denomination of mechanics, with the view of classifying
those who would be qualified, under any new arrange-
ment that might be adopted, to take an actual lead in the
affairs of Mechanics’ Institutes, as some difference of opi-
nion appears to exist as to whore the line of distinction
should be drawn.

By the term mochanics, we generally understand that
clags who earn their livelihood in the present, or have
done s0 in the past, altogether by the use of their hands
—that is working mechanics, and it is to this class
especially that techmical education is so necessary,
although to some trades it is more essentially requisite
than to others, :

For tho sake, therefore, of distinction, we will assume
that all those to whom the study of technics erter more
or less into their profession or trades, may be classified
as follows :—

Crass I.—Consisting of those called professionals,
Consisting of civil engi reers, architects, astronomers,
surgeons, chemists, dentists, &c¢. Mechanism of some
sort or other is slightly connected with each of the
above professions, and although the persons practising
those professions may not be able to make the instru- |
ments they require (although some can), yet they can in-
vent or direct the construction of many useful imple-
ments for mechanical appliances.

Crass IL.—May be presumed to comprise certain me-
chanical trades or lines of business, in which mechanism
is an auxilliary only, but not an absolute necessity in all
cases. Now to such as follow these trades technical
education is not so absolutely necessary as to those of
the third class. The second class we will suppose to
consist of tailors, shoemakers, plasterers, paper-hangers,
and other trades of a similar character. '

Crass II.—Which ivlcudes a variety of trades—
would then comsist of such as. mechanical engineers,
working machinists, bridge-bujlders, carpenters, car-
riage-makers, painters, smiths, glumbers, metel-workers,
agriculturists, &c. To this class the elements of a
technical education are r.ost essentially necessary.

Each of these classes, therefore, in any community, !
would be justly entitled to take part in Mechanics’ In- |
stitutes. In our previous articles which appeared :‘J
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