
,Nle, SCUOA.iJC VEMz.

per heoad oif populattion., beiig ralrnost exactly that of Oltarjo.
Th'le average school attendance is 76 p.c. That docs not
meant thate 24 ouit ol' evcrv hmtiidred children of schiool
ag5 are libsent ail the titue, but it mecans that at any tinie
duriiîg the year 24 ont or everv hiîdred enrofled pupils

aeabsent. Tfhis is niot satisfactory. It would bc interesting
to kinow how mahîy chidrenl of sehool1 age are not enirolled
at ail, but this ifrina-tioni is niot given, and unlibrtuinately
is niot easilv obtainable. Iii the cities and town,,is there are
rnany prîvate scho.cls thiat inaktle no report at ail. Iu mainy
cases, whien asked by thle iinspector, the proprictor refuses
eveni to state howx mnaîy pupils are iii attendance. R-e lias
ilot beeni knlown, however, to neglect to gret exemption from
taxation on lis whol(e house, oui the g'round that the sehool
ini the baclc dr-awiing-=rooni is ani educatiouial institution.
Let uis hope that hiereafter lie may be broughit to see that,
considering the beiiefits lie receives lrom the state, the state
is not impertinent ini the per.son of the inispector. But, even
rnaking allowance foi- snich cases, it is certain that the at-
tendani3e lea,.ves mucli to be desired as to regnlarity, and
soniethîng- as io universality.

Now, for tie application, or a part of it, at any rate, if this
relèerence f0 the statistics is not coideur (le rose, if a relèrence
lias any colour at ail, neithier is it as balue as it i2ht be.
Takenl in comparison wý,ith statistics of years ago it-shows
prog'ress, niot ra.pid, but stili progress. Mlthough there are
inany things to mend ini our systemn or educ-ation to ren.der if
ellèctive. there is niot much to make. For instance, the press-
ingr ieed is -well trained, wre]l paid teachers, with regular at-
tendance at class of ail childreii of school age. The acces-
sories cau ahl be provided inîder existing laws. While the
people are declaring against their own sehools, thiey are as
a whole tryinig f0 keep down taxaticai in the vain hope
that they will gret inoiîey from soi-e place other than their
o11,î. The sclîool boards are empo-wered and required to
levy a fax that shall be sufficienit for all their needs, but
they alone j tdgre as to what are ftheir needs.

Iii itaiiy places i this province, under progressive mem-
bers of the sehool boards, with an iîîteffigentà and sympa-
thetie. body of rate-payers, there are schools that are a credit
f0 this province, as they would be to any other province of
the Domnion. The reason is simple, they pýay for good
scliools-,andfil hey get thein.


