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mnade to render the study scientitie. Thie subject; lias, of late,
beeuî brolnght v'ery- proiIem)ly iinto the foreground of peda-
gogrical enquiry', and ititcl tiime and eiiergy are being dev'oted
to it. The, resuits graiined luave not lco tenlasly; bult miany of
thein are lhiglîly important froin the eduenUtonal standpoint.
The vision of inany thousands of school childrein lins been tested,
and it has beeîî 101111( tlîat defective vision incî'eases froin g'rade
to ra-Zde. iat this iiîcrease is îîîaiily due to inicorrect lighiting,
sinall prit ini text-books, unhygienie position at (leSks, etc.,
seenis a reasonable infercîîce.

.As a î'esult of experiînents upon te liearing of over twenty
thousand childremt, àL lias beeîî founid thiat (lefects vary froni
t-wo per cent. to thirty per cent. ini (ifierent grades. Lt lias
been (lciiioistratedl that, in nanv sncli cases, wlhere the teachier
is igynorant of Uhe existing cond<itiouns, the cliild is supposed to
buiild a superstructure of ktiovlcdgc uiponl a basis of sensius
data wvhichi lie hias mever r-ecei\ved,. and coniceringi wliiclî lie lias
no mnore knio\\wle thaî Locke's bliîid mian ihad of Uie red
colotir whichi lie tlioiglit Nvas like Uice501111(1 of a trumiipet.

The dillèerent periods of cliild growvLh and (levelopiiient
have beeîî sttudied as tiever before. eOîîe resuit, lias beenl to
,eipIliasize the imi-portnce of the period of adolescence. It

~vasforîerl thoghî by inaiy, that owing to special physio-
logical anîd psychical. changes at Uie ages of six or seven years,
thiat period wvas the iiiost iîmportanit of all. Wliile Uhe inîvesti-
gation lias ini no0 5CIiC weakenied, but ratiier strengt lieiied, tuie
view takzen ini regard to the iiecessity of constant care during
the formiative stagye of chili life, it lias establislied tie fact
thiat there is aîiotiem perhiaps equally critical-if flot, more
critical-stagye, naniely, tlîaL of adolescence, wvhich occurs at
,about sixteen years of agre with boys and coîisiderably earlier
with girls. 1'revious to this period there is rapid physical
growvLh, and a geixeral qieiigc of thie developmient pace.
«irils of twelve years wei.ghl miore, and are taller, Uian boys of
the saine age. Contrary to the ustially received opinion, it,
-seeins thiat the period of inost rapid growvth is also the period
,of the miost rapid acquisition of kn)owledgçe. For examiple, the
timne wvhen the vocal organs are ini a fornmative condition seenis
to be thme îîasceîît period for langruagre stiidy.

If this priniciple be uîmversal. ini its applicationi, anid the bud-
dingr Mime for studies suchi as drawving, mnusie, etc., cari also be
definitely determined, Nve are enterîng upomi a newv era of
advancemient iin study, Lime possibilities of wvhichi lave scarcely
been dreamed of ini our pedagogical. pliilosoplîy. MNuchi valtiable
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