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my time at my commiand I could get on very woll, and the printer seems to,
be of the saine mind. It is of vast importance to, have the Scrîptures in
.Africa. In that country thera are thousands of hanulets and villages scat-
tered throughout-the intorior, and the visita of the missionaries te them, are
few anld far between. It is a consolation to the missionary to know that
thera are IBibles there ;that in those littie isolated towns and villages there
are those *ho, can read the S<ariptures and can preacli, for we.have native
preachers wlio are able to hold forth the Word of Life. The Iight of heaven
hms dawned upon this people, no that their views are very different froin
wliat they once were. The tiine has gone by -wlen a man would take up an
Engliali or a Dutch book, put it to his ear, listen întently, and thon Bay, It
can speak te yon, but it has not a wurd for me.' They know that the Word
of God has a power to, change men's hearta, to, make bad men good, to, make
eneinies friends. I'I cannot accourit for that strange book,' said an intelli-
gent man on one occasion,.' but it must be a good book, for those whom 1
have known living in deadly hatred are now loving and helpîng each other.'
1 remember a young woman who could read well witnessing the influence of
the Gospel upon some of her companions, observing how happy they wcre,
liow Lhey could converse about death, and sing and be cheerful. It was in-
explicable te, her. She wished to feel ini the samne way. She accordingly
took a New Testament, put it under hier pillow, and slept upon it, lu the
hope that on the coming day she ivould rise a new creature. She was anxi-
ous to feel the Spirit of the Word; she, believed thore wvas a Spirit of the
Wordo and she thought that Spirit would enter hier head when she was
asleep, and that site would rise witli the pleasurable feeling site had witnessed
in lier companions. 1 say it la ce vast importance to have the Scriptures
sent forth into those regions wvhere it is. so difficuit on many occasions for
the missionaries te, visit. Not long before I left the station a woman came,
bringing a boy with lier, having* travelled fifteen miles, and site said she
wished for a New Testament She brouglit the paymont in her hand. 1
said to hier, 'My goocl woman, there is not a copy to be had. ' 'Whaty,
said she, 'amn 1 to returu empty V '1 fear you will.' ' lOh,' said she,
Il borrowed a copy once, but the owner lias corne and taken it' away, and
now 1 ait with my family sorrowfui, because we have no book to talk to us.
My boy can read, an& h lis teaching mie to, read. He reads and I pray.
Now we are far fromi anyone else. WVe are living ait a cattie outpost, and we
have no one to teacli us but the B3ook. Oh," said site in true Seciuana
style, "lgo and seek a book. Oh, father!1 oh, mother!i oh, my eider
broLher 1 do go and seek a book for me ; surely, thera is one to, be found ;
do not let me go back empty.' I feit for hier, for site spolie earnestly and
feelingly, until I began te feel my own eyes a littie watery, and I said,
' Wait a little, and 1 wiil see what- I can do.' I souglit liere and there ; ait
last I found a copy. I do not know wliether I stole it or bouglit it, a-ad I

-brought it to the good. woman. Oh, could .you have seen liow lier eyes
brightened, how site clasped my hands and kissed them. over aud over again!1
Away alie went with lier book rejoicing, -with lieart overflowing witli grati-
tude. ' Oh,ý' said site, ' I knew you had. a lieart. I told you yon had. a
heart,' that la to, say, compassion. The -work lias continued to, prosper in
the interior ; thousands are learning to read, and the great difficnlty with
me now is how to supply tliem. 1 have great reason te hope that Africa will
aoon be enlightened, aud stretch forth her hiands iuto God. Noble Living-,
atone is open*ng up the way froni the eust, sud we-do hope te see hlm, soon.
Other missionaries are movizig onwards froni the soutit, sothat the dark
Xegions beyond, ere long, will, le iiluniinatedl 'wth the knowledge ô£ the
Saviour. Let me say one word more. God has given, us the Bible, and hie
lias given it te us in order te, send it te, those wlio are perishing for lacli of
knowledge. I. have witnessed the awful atate ini which the Bechuanas
formerly lived, and I have seen wliat the Gospel lia doue amnongst tliern
Wliat lias the Bible not done for millions! That miglity çompauy which


