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it %vas Sinipiy aie îiattrai autgrawth of thc lii and Lhoughit of ti
*fhirtcentlî Ceiîtury rather than a resuit ofC tie Renaiissantce.

''le niost notent feature oi the Fifteenth Century mlovement %vab
the rcvivai ai tiiose pocts W.ho llour:Slied in the later and decadent
days oi tlie Ronian l*ipire. The grcat Latin inasters, \'irgii, Hor-
ae, L%-*, and Tacitus, '.vcre read and taulit, «and( apj)reciattvà.d, ini
initeiv, more than thev arc to-day%, iii the nionastic Schools of the

Middie .- ge. liiose w~iîo sa'. the contrary sinîpIv betrav. a proiound
ignorance (>f the inîcdiaevai selîaois. But then ignorance neyer de-
ters !-onic historians froni spreadiing themselv.es inii ik. 1it i., often
aniusinî therhselenations oer the base ngiicflct oi Virgil
andi the othcr Ronman w'.riters during the long y'ears ai thc Middle
.Xgc. 1 w'ondcr li<wv many af thosè histarîcal Jcrerniahs, whio wvail
these lamei.ntationms, couId read Virgil. Haw many oi the graduates
ai aur ciassicai schools to-day cati read temi consecuti%,e Uines ai \'irgii
or aniv oi tic Latin poets witlîin an hiour, ivitiioet rtinning ta a dic-

ioa frevecrv second word? It miigtbe mare pertinent to ask

tlîevha. left school. W'hy flot wecp aver the negct ai Shakes-
peare?, It wovuid certa-inlv lie mare justifiable and infinitely more- ta
tlhe purpose.

Any effort aller a new. lfc, whichi we takec a renaissance ta be,
iii order ta be truiy bener-cent, must be constructive, nmust bc philo-
sopiiic, nmust lie spiritual. Ail this the rei fla the Thirtcenth
Centuirv undeniably was. Wh'lere.is the hunianist niovement of the
Fiftecntlî Centutry was, as its wvarmnest admirers imuist admit, de-
structive, contcmptuous ai philosophie guidance, and pagan.

Ini the christ'an Renaissance oi the Thirteenth Century, nîiinds
that have noa superiar in ail the records ai hunian endeavar, 'wcre ca-
operaiting flot for a revival ai things which the wvarld cauld only too
,w~eli s;pare, and wvhiclh, it ivas ta the %vorld's shame, had ever lived;
but were putting iarth ail the*r forces ini art, poz-trv, phi!oýophy, and
religion tawards the permanent organizatian i of ociety an Catholic
lines. That their ideails«, w.crc cast aside bv succeedinrg remerat ions,
is ore ai the mast lamentable ihiings in ail history.

A mere cursary giance at the int1liectual lufe of the Thirteenth
Century wvill give anc some idea ai whiat a vastly superiar world this
wauild be, and -what a purer and more spiritual civil'zatian we -woûld
naw enjoy, il the viark ai that tinie hiad flot been irustrated by the
distressing events ai the Fiiteenth and Sixteenth Centuries.

We of this day and country lay the flattering uinctaon ta aur


