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parties at the wharves or depots, convey
them to our park & back in the evening, in-
cluding a trip around the citv. There are im-
mense possibilities in this traffic, which will, of
course, require a good deal of hard work &
attention to make it a success.  We also pro-
pose arranging with those railwavs in the
U.S. which have through booking rates to
Toronto to keep us posted on all excursions
announced for this city, so that we can ar-
range for special trips.  Many of these excur-
sionists are often in the city for onlv a few
hours, & would gladly avail themselves of our
cheap, pleasant & speedy mode of seeing the
sights.  We are putting ourselves in commu-
nication with excursion agents everywhere,
with a view to developing this traffic.

Many star singers, actors, lecturers & pub-
lic entertainers visit Toronto, & the railways
frequently run excursions from neighboring
towns on the occasivn of such visits. The
trafhic thus brought in, we also desire to han-
dle, & make arrangements for special cars, &
for the attaching of our passenger coupons to
entertainment tickets, railway tickets, entitling
the holder to ride on our cars to & from the de-
potsorsteamers.  We are always prepared to
deal liberally with good circuses & big shows
of any kind. .

Oune of the drawbacks supposed to exist in
Canada to clectric railway excursion traffic is
the alleged long & severe winter, popularly
associated in the U.S. & Great Britain with
this Dominion. No greater mistake ever ex-
isted than that about the Canadian winter.
Of course, if a person go north as far as the
Hudson's Bay regions he will enjoy a long,
bracing winter, but here we schdom see snow
until Dec., & scarcely ever have a heavy fall
until after Christmas, & by the middle of Mar,
there is very little of the snow left. The **old-
ost inhabitant ” has stories of long winters, but
these have evidently disappeared since the in-
troduction of railways. It is a rarc event for
the street car traffic of this city to be seriously
interfered with tor more than an hour or two
any winter. To us, however, the winter
brings no cessation in our work of catering
for traflic. Theatrical performances, con-
certs, skating carnivals, hockey matches, ice-

boat racing, curling, sleighing, snow-shoe rac-
ing, & all other winter sports, are utilized for
our benefit. A series of matches for valuable
prizes has been arranged for this winter, al-
ways on grounds or in rinks on our routes.
We contemplate giving some winter in our
park realistic plays, showing Nansen's fam-
ous journey in search of the pole, the
Peary expedition, and from England we
may bring some genuine Franklin relics,
to be shown in a series of performances illus-
trating the last voyage of that famous explor-
er.  We also hope to secure the presence in
the city of the most noted skaters and snow-
shoe racers of the world, & intend to give in
our grounds *‘ The Bells,” the play made
famous by Irving, making the sleigh ride a
great feature.  Then there are the possibili-
ties of the ice palace, with the many attendant
attractions it would give opportunitics to pre-
sent.

The intense love of cverything British,
which characterizes our people here, is a val-
uable asset of the electric railway, for in the
winter it will enable us to present to the present
generation realistic exhibitions of the Crimean
campaign, securing for the purpose the co-ope-
ration of the three volunteer regiments ot the
city as well as that of the permanent force.
This will insure an interest in the performance
of more than 2,500 men, & the same rule ap-
plies to all performances of a military nature.
The British spirit of our people induced us to
try & get Piper Findlater, of Dargai fame, to
visit Canada under our direction. Should he
come here with several of his comrades of the
famous Gordon Highlanders we can put the
show in enclosed grounds, & give a round-
trip ticket from any part of the city, including
a reserved seat on the grand stand, for 25c.,
& we have no fear that the numbers attending
will be less than 25,000 daily. We can sell
round-trip tickets with numbered reserve seat
coupons attached at our offices throughout the
city until 2% hours before each performance,
after that a special man on eachcar onthe main
routes will sell the tickets. This will leave our
regular staff free to deal with the ordinary
traffic. A similar plan can be pursued in other
cases where large crowds may be expected.

This is an outline of the leading features
of the plans adopted or in contemplation for
the encouragement of traffic on this road.
There are many other ideas constantly crop-
ping up, but from this it will be seen that we
do not propose laying out expensive racing
grounds or bicycle tracks. My opinion is
that we should bend our own energies to se-
curing each first-class attraction as soon as it
is in evidence, leaving private parties to spec-
ulate in grounds for sports. Of course, wher-
ever such grounds are convenient for our cars
we are always ready to assist in making sucb
sports successful.

We may give our U.S. visitors a treat on an
carly date by showing on the lake in front of
our park exactly how Santiago was captured.
We will have the work done under the direc-
tion of a naval officer of known ability. This
reminds me that the location of Munro Park
enables us to present land and water fétes
with equal success. We are able to turn the
water front into a fine amphitheater, from
which 10,000 to 20,000 people can witness
*¢ Pinafore,” *““Billie Taylor,” or other per-
formances of a naval character, and the stage
will be a floating pontoon. We can reverse
that order, & place our audiences on the pon-
toon, with our stage at the water’s edge.

Of course, all descriptions of canoe, boat &
vacht racing has our attention, with water
polo, etc.  With a first-class shore for bathing

urposes, we will derive revenue by providing
pury .

the best accommodation for bathers at nom-
inal charges.

I have left myself little space to speak of
plans for carrying into the city farm, dairy &
garden produce to storage warehouses under
our own control. All this, however, is receiv-
ing attention. I am not at all afraid of the
horseless carriage—auto-car, or by whatever
name the much-discussed vehicle may be
known. It seems to me that the vehicle can
only be a success when used in connection
with electric cars.  There are in all large
cities streets on which tracks will never be
laid, although the routes thercon would be
profitable, & there are others on which it will
not pay to lay tracks, but from which a good
deal of traffic can be obtained. If the auto-
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Dividends for the half year ended December 31st, 1848,
bavc been declared as follow :

On the Preference Stock two per cent.
On the Common Stock two per cent.

Warrants for the Common Stock dividend will be
mailed on or about April 1st to Shareholders of record
at the closing of the books in New York and London re-
spectively.

The Preference Stock dividend will be paid on Satur-
day, April 1st, to Shareholders of record at the closing of
the books at the Cnmpan}"s London Office, 1 Queen Vice-
toria Street, London, E.C.

The Common Stock transfer books will close in Lon-
don at 3 p.m, on Tuesday, February 38th, and in Mon-
treal and New York on Friday, March soth. The Pre-
ference Stock books will close at 3 p.m. on Friday,
March 1oth.

All books will be re-opened on Thursday. 6th April,

By order of the Board.

CHARLES DRINKWATER,

Montreal, February 6th, 189q. Secretary.

Notice to Shareholders.

The Eighteenth Annual Meeting ot the Sharcholders
of this Company for the clection of Directors and the
transaction of business generally, will be held on Wed-
nesaay the fifth day of Xpril next at the principal office
of the Company at Montreal, at twelve o'clock noon.

The Common Stock transfer books will close in Lon-
don at 3 p.m. on Tuesday, February 28th,and in Montreal
and New York on Friday, March 1oth. The Preference
Stock baoks will close at 3 p.m. on Friday, March roth.

All books will be reopened on Thursday, April 6th,
By order of the Board.
CHARLES DRINKWATER,
Secretary.

Montreal, 6th February. 189g,
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