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“T declare Arthur, you should ha ¢ lived in the ‘lme of Gueen Dess,” she
laughed, * you would have made a splendid conrtier.”

* 1 fear not Neiiie,” answered her lover merrily, * as-1 only see charms
where they really do exist, and cannot invent new ones even for my liege lady,
Jike Essex of old did for his.”

“Indeed you had betfer not,” returnel Nellie, “clse you might xcu,m
Essex’s reward, not for a in\,‘xch of gallantry, but for talking what you know
to be downright nensense.”

At all events you will not have the pleasure of saying it was bestowed
unuerited,” and Arvthar very seawily stooped ana snatehed a Liss from the
Jaughing lips; but whil: thus employed, he did wot sce the little hand rise
softly and in close proximity to his head, till he expericnced rather a strange
sensation in his leit car, and thus, Mn. Arthur Knightbridge reecived bis
Chiristimas-box.

*Mr. Kuightbridge, Mr. Burton, Mr. Buarton, Mr. Knightbriage,” Mrs,
Barber said when Nellic and Arthur had entered the dmwmf -room.  The
gentlemen bowed in acknowledgement of the introduction, and Zhook hands.

“Happy to make your acqu“.nt'moc, My, Knighth.idge, I have long wished

it,” began Mr. Burton, i

« Believe me, my dear sir, the wish is mutual,” Arthur rejoined smiling
cordially, but then he was speaking to Nellie’s guardian and it wus for his
interest to be poiite. .

“ By thie way, where’s Studly ?7 questioned Mr. Burton, afier they had been
conversing for some time on various subjects, and noticing for the first tine,
the absence of his second guest.

«0, I beg your paidon, 7 quite forgot {o mention it,” Arthur said, ¢ Fred
wished me to conv ey his apology for ot coming at the time appointed, but
important business compelled him to run up to Richmond at half-past two,
however, he will be here.”

¢ Q, that'll do,” assented his host, * we dine at four, and—-"

A ring was heard ai the front door, ¢ Ab, th: Wws him uow, I would know
his ring anywhere,” Arthur was saying, as Mr. Studly entered the Toom.
The new-comer advanced with a courtly bow, and was proceeding to shake
hands with Mrs. Barber, when his gaze beeame fixed on the master of the
house who was standing with his back to the fir¢, a strange smile playing
round the corners of his really fine mouth. Dropping the l.uly~ hand, Mi,
Studly turncd and fairly ran towards his host.

“What? How !” he ejaculated,  my dear Kaightbridge, you here?  Ah,
I see, vou have prepared this pleasant surprise for me on Christmas day !
Welcome to ¥ngland, old fellow.  Arthur, my boy, don’t you know your
Uncle ; but bless me, how should he?” the oid gentlemen went on, *¢ when
he uever clapped eyes on hins in his life till this bln, sed moment.”

Before Nellie and Arthur could recover from the astonishinent of this as-
teunding revelation, the eross old guardian was undergoing a wonderful trans-'
formation. 1le laughed till he could’nt staid, and was (v')lr'r(wl 1o sit down,
then got up and L un«rlnul again intil each person in the room, bccomnrr affected
with his 11<1b1hty, stood laughing at cach other like so many grinning
hyenas.

¢ Let me have it out my {riends,” he gasped, ¢ I never went so long with-
out a laugh since I was born.” ~

‘ Ah, siry” Nellic said, the fivst to recover her composure, ¢ what trick is
this you have been playing us? for I ece yeu arc not Mr. Durton, you are



