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GOOD PAY TO AGENTS.
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& thorough oanvass for the Runar OANaDIaN. Liberal induco-
ments. \Vork to commenco at once. For full particulars ad-
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PUBLISHER; while communications intended for insertion in
the paper, or relating to the Kditorial department, to ensure
prowwt altention, must d¢ addressed to EDITOR RURAL
CANADIAN.
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TORONTO, OCTOBER 2np, 1882,
SEETCHES OF CANADIAN WILD BIRDS.

Mr. Kells desires us to intimate that he will
have to suspend his interesting sketohes for an
igsue or two. He will bo absent for a short time,
on a visit to somo brother ornithologists, whose
collections ho is anxious to study; and as the
olasses of birds he wishes especially to investigate
come next in order to be sketched, he prefers to
delay for a little, so as to obtan the freshest and
fullest partioulars. We hope that the youthful
roadors of the Rurar Caxapmax, and all of them
for that matter, will study these articles on our
foathered friends, so as to become more interested
in them, and more familiar with them.

TORONTO INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION.

+ Canada's Great Fair,” as the Toronto dailies
delight to call it, has once more passed into
history. Owing to absence on a tour in the
North-West we did not see it, which we much
regret; still, having seen its predecessors, we can
form a pretty good ides of it from the details
so fully pablished in the metropolitan jonrnals.
Finanoially, it was all that could be desired. The
gross receipts were nearly $29,000, an increass of
about $6,000 over those of last year. It must be
owned that the chief attrections to the crowds
that attonded consisted of features distinct from
and foreign to the essential belongings of an in.
dastrial fair. ‘Bpeeding in the horse ring,”
donkey races, 2 mock bombardment, and various
other side-shows provided by the directorate, had
the most to do in drawing the multitudes who,
day after day, tb: nged the Exhibition grounds.
It is pleaded in defeuce of these extraneous at-
tractions, that mankind must be amused as well
as instructed; that, on such occasions, people
turn out for a holiday; aund that many who would
not go to a purely agricultural and industri.l
exhibition will be tempted from home, and led to
visit a sceno which ie at once & play-ground and
a school ; carrying away with them the recollec-
tion of not & few valuable lessons, along with 8
gense of enjoyment. We are not inclined to be
oynical in regard to thess things, and yst aye
forced to confess to a doubt whether the good
really overbalances the evil in the present in-
stance. This doubt especially attaches to the
horse-racing feature, perhaps the most prominent
onein therecent fair. Horse-racing it was, though
disguised by the soft name of * speeding in the
ring.” Iu view of the bad moral intluence which
always conneots itself more or less with horse-
racing, and with the experience of our nvighbours |
across the lines, who have thoroughly tested the
effeots of the ‘' agricultural boss-trot" in con-
pection with their Btate Faiwrs, we fear the Toronto
Directorate have not acted wisely in this matter.
That their intentions have been good ; that they
have honestly wished to malke their exhibition, on
the whole, beneficial to the public, rather than
otherwise, we do not question for a moment; but,

thohard faots of observation and oxperic uce justify
hositanoy in aflixing the seal of approval to their
poliey.

Apart from its questionable points, the Exhibi.
tion was evidontly an oxcollont one, woll fitted to
illustrato the resources and products of Ontario,
and to ronse s spirit of emulation among our
farmors and manufaciarers, Tho turn.out of
stock appears to have beon unusually large, and
of ohoice quality. Wo nro pleased to note that
two highly doeserviug broeds of cattle were, for the
firat time, displayed to our people in respectable
force. Wo rofer to the Polled Angus and Jerseys.
Tho oapabilitios of this countryin the way of
supplying the British market with fat cattle and
sheep wero never more olearly domonstrated.
Our ggricultural implement makers have done
themselves honour by showing how fully they are
able to maet the growing wants of the farming
community in the line of improved implemeuts
and maobines. It was a wise thing to show the
public the process of cheess and butter manufac-
ture in aotual operation. The honey display was
more varied and excellent than last year, which
is sayiog much, not only in view of last year's
performance in this direction, but also in view of
the fuct that this has been an exceptionally bad
geason for beas. It was expeocted that the exhibi-
tion of fruit would be mesagre, for Ontario has
rarely known & year so unfriendly to the produocts
of the orohard ; nevertheless, this department ex-
ceeded the most sanguine anticipations, and the
natural refleotion was, if these are samples of
what our fruit-growers can do in a bad year, this
province must indeed be one of the best fruit
countries in the world. Garden products, both
vegetable and floral, were in profuse display, and
could hardly fail te induce & taste for hortioulture.
The electric light was a novel and pleasing feature,
illugtrating one of the most interesting and im-
portant improvements of the age we live in. We
are glad to observe that a more general satisfac-
tion with the judging is mentioned by the papers
as one of the characteristics of the rocent fair.
This is indicative of greater judicial competence,
o thing much to be desired in connection with all
our shows. On the whole, Toronto and the
province at large may be congratulated on the
succesaful outcome of *Canada’s Great Fair™
for the year 1884.

EXTORTIONATE FREIGHT RATES T0
THE NOBTH-WEST.

No just-minded person will grudge his neigh-
bour a fair profit on his labour, capital, or skill,
in whatever department of business these may
be employed We are benefited in so many
ways by railroads, that the public is disposed to
be specially generous toward the e terprising
men who build and run them. 8till, there isa
limit to the generosity of the people in this
direstion, and it is quite possible for the eagerness
of monied men fo carry them the length of extor-
tion. That this has been the cage with the St.
Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Raiiroad will be
questioned by few. So high are the freight
charges levied by this road, that it is no wonder
monufaoturers and settlers are laying their
grievances bare to the eye of honest criticism.
Mr. F. W. Glen, of Oshaws, one of our most
prominent implement-makers, has recently pub-
hshed some startling facts and figures in regard
to the road just mwaontioned. He shows that the
chargo for carrying reapers is $6.50 each over
and above a fair rate ; that on threshing machines,
$66.26 above an average rate; while the tariff
on smaller implements, such a8 ploughs, harrcws,
grain drills, horse hay rakes, waggons, eto., is in
the same p- sportion.

Another manufacturer testifies that out of a

chargo of $813 por carload from Toronto to
Brandon, the Grand Trunk and Chiesgo and
North Western roads get only $50, while the 8t
P., M,, and M,, and tho C. P. R. get 3250, nearly
five timos tho amount, for conveying loss than
half the dietanco! It is no wonder that at the
recent sonual meeting of the 8t. P., M., and M,,
the surplus net revenue for the fisoal year was
roported to bo $986,000 ; that the dividends were
8o large it was proposed to annouuce them quar-
torly ; and that, as in the caso of other concerns
paying high profits, the proprioty of watering tho
stock 18 under grave considoration.

It is provorbial that corporations have neither
oonsciencos nor souls, and this is omphatically
truoe of railrond corporations. Their natures are
hard and tough as thao steel rails on which their
cars run at such money-making rates. What is
the much-abused and long-suffering public to do ?
Competition has been tried and proved a failave.
In railroad, as in other business concerns, the big
fish gobbie up the little ones, and somstimes, as
in the case of the G. W. R., one large fich is
gulped down by another yet larger. The people
of the North American continent are minus
hundreds of millions of dollars contributed by
them to check monopoly by competition. 8oul-
less curporations have become futter and richer
in consequence of the very means employed to
keep them within moderate dimensions. When
there is no other course practicable, rival roads
pool their carnings, and so become, practically, a
monopoly. The result of all this is, that farmers
groan and struggle against a taxation so exorbi-
tant, that were it levied by Government for any
purpose under heaven, it would excite rebellion.
It was receutly stated that there are four men in
the oity of New York who, by a single stroke of
the pen, could impose a tax on the people of the
United States which Congress dare not levy. A
rise of five cents per bushel on the freightage of
wheat from Chicago to New York would amounnt
on thie year's estimated crop to from $80,000,000
to 3100,000,000.

There is but one remedy for this gigantic evil,and
that is, restrictive railway legislation. To apply
it, tho people must be enlightoned as to the facts,
and stirred up to demand their rights. We talk
of liberty, and fanoy we 2re a free people. The
fact is, that the freest nations on earth are under
the tyranny of great monied corporations, that
can only be reached by the strong arm of law.
When any attempt is made to reach them thus,
bribery is used to paralyse the only arm that can
interpose for the protection of the public. Percep-
tion of the evil, vigilance over legislators, union
and determination among the people, will secure
the reform of this abuse, as they have done the
reform of others, Farmers, particularly, should
open their eyes to the avil that is so rife.
Extortionate railroading is a tax on every acre of
land in the country. The eoil is the ultimate
paymaster, aud every dollar of ill-gotten gain is
coined out of the sweat of the man who tills the

soil.
¢ For every evil under tho sun
Thero is a remody, or thora’s none.
If there be one, lot us find it ;
If thero be none, nover mind it."”

There is no way in which the Vanderbilts,
Goulds, and other railway maguates can honestly
roll up their millious at the rate they are doing
it. The days of highway robbery are said tc be
past. So they are, in the Dick Turpin style of
performance. Bat the dsvil is a gentleman in
these days of intelligence and rofinement. He
does not bestride a fleet horse, arm himself with
a brace of pistols, aud say, ** Your money or your
life.” No, he sits in a luxurious office, picks ap
a gold pen, and quictly writes, ¢ Freight tarif from
A. to B, $——per cwt” Our sleek railway
direotors are tho modern highwaymen, and can
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