
TIHE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.F,. 6hs8.

Pfaator auîi leopie.
AD VEPRSITY.

1 know that Thou, 0 Lord.
01 Very faith-. .ness

liast causcd me to Uc troubled thus
ls Thy compassion Iess ?

Couid'st Thou out Father bc
And Chastisemcnt wthhoid?

Thy vcry pity must correct,
Thy tender mercy mould.

Where shld!the saints be found
Who did Thy chastening lack,

Or where the martyrs, who cndurcd
The fiamne, the sword, the tack ~

They,'in their Lord's bchal,
Hield as a Rift from heaven

The huiy privilege of pain
To them, as followcrs, given

How cowsrdiy, how base,
blust such ni I appear,

Catied to, be saints like them, who yet
The smiiest trial fcar!

And when I thinof ai im,
The Sufferer divine,

WVth wlm;çe relected vctory
The cr.w. us of martyrs shine,

Into the dust I sink,
Dumb for my very shame,

Save when becath His cross 1 picad
For pardon in Ilts narne.

Hardiet AEwen Kimbal!, in Co>gregai0na!a s1.

THE CIIRrSTIAY.MINIS9TJY AND)
MODERY PTO UGII T-UIIC ER

CRIJ2ICISMI, ETC.

(Condluded Irom ilas!i ee.)
That the modern îheory of Higher Oriti-

cismn as wveii as the trend of ail modern Bib-
lical critlcismn should affect the doctrine of
Inspiration is ta be expected. It will ot,
however, as fret thinkers arc fond of averr-
'Ing, do away with it aitogether. IlEvery
Scripture Is inspired of God, and Is
profitable for doctrine," etc., wiil stand.
Some of the critics speak as if their views
would flot effect the doctrine of Inspiration
at al, but when they speak In Ibis way, we
wouid ike very mach If they wouid define
what they mean by inspiration. Indeed,
the Church is waiting for its teachers ta
speak a strnng sure word on thîs question of
inspiration. We would like sormach adefini-
tion that would caver ail the tacts of the.case.
With the exception of those who bave
adopted an extreme natutaiistic theory af
the origin af the Bible it is admitted by ai]
that the Scriptures are a divine-human pro-
duct. IlHoiy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Gbost." But ta
what extenl were these hoiy men conîrolied
by tht Divine Spirit ? To what exten,. was
tht truth Infiuenced by the humant medium
thraugh which it passed ? This is the cru-
cial question. Thtis is the great battît-
ground of debate to-day. As night be ex-
pected modern Crticism emphasises the
hurnan element, and certainly does flot look
with lfavour upon any tbeory af inspiration
that would pronoxmce the Scrlptures iner-
rant. The disposition ta minimize the di-
vînt element In inspiration is more danger-
ans ta truth titan the disposition ta mini-
mize the humas,, but 1Jbth exîrernes should
hc avoided. It Is clear that the truc view
must give ta bath elenieuts their praper
îreight.

There is a tbeory af Inspiration once al-1
most univerrally heid in aur Church, and 1
stili revered, a theory quite recentiy brought ý
prominently under yaur notice by a Prince-1
ton professor, one of its most distinguisbed '
advocatts- According ta this theory you 1
ask tise Scriptures îhemselves boy :hcy are t
inspired, and they are Interprtec as answer-
log 1-à the words, Ilplenary," "Il nfallible," t
snerrant." When pressed by the question 2

what about the discrepancies and errors c
faunn in the documents, the advocatts oft
this theory reply, "These are ra, so numer-è
ans as tome autRe. They refer only ta thet:t
minima and trivialities af Scrtpture. With
faller ighî and reference to tht originalc
autograpbs they would vanilb itotgether." f

IlBuas' reply the advocates af anoth cm and fi

freer theory, nte perbaps mare ln sympathy
with the spirit of modern crlîiclsm, "Ina living
man has seen or Is likely ta seethIese auto-
graphs. Tht autograpbs are myths. j~Tht
Oldest manuscripî dots fot' date farther
back than thetlents century. Further,
vour aojriari îheory of absolute Inerrancy
and faultiess perfection bas led ta wrong
views of the Bible and ta some strange
mistake. Were there mot those, who,
holding that tht Bible must be perfect ln
every respect, cantended that its Greek
must be purt Aîîic Greek? God would
have used no other. But Investigation soon
proved that Il was mot pure Attic Greek.
Again, did this thtamy nat lead marne learn-
ed men (thtefluxiors) ta maintain thal tht
Hebrew vowei points were insplredi And
this view was even Incorparattd ln tht Hel-
vetic confession. But thie bisîamlc tact Is
that these points were Inserted a: a campar-
atively late date. There are many facis in
the Bible which this thtary cannat caver.
Be caredai, therefore, vau do flot postulatea
tlieany that facts wili campel yaa te dis-
dlaim. It is dangerous te postulate neces-
sary inerrancy in regard ta minor maîlers oi
hlstory, science, etc."

These men, and they constitute perhaps
tht maionlîy of Itarned divines to.dav, bold
a tbeory af Inspiration glvIng mort freedam
ta the human citaient. Tht divine Inspira-
lion and superintendence do flot extend ta
tht point af securing Inerrancy in every par-
ticalar. Or-, as ont statcs tht position,
they bold Inerrancy af revelation but mlot
inerrancy of Inspiration. 1 amn including
here only those wbo with adsnitîed candour
and pieîy seek ta maintain, the Bible as tht
authoritative, divin ely inspired word of Gad.
Sa aver against tht views that most oi us
were graunded ln as students, the view af
which Hodge and Warfield are the modern
champions, yan have this ont held by
German theologians (evangelical), by most
English theolagians, by tht Scotch thea-
logians, Bruce, Dods, Davidson, Denny,
Lindsay, etc., a view heid by the re'.ammers,
Calvin and Luther, -iltbough bath sIdes
cliamthese.

Time wouid mot permit, mor would It ho
txpected that 1 should discuss ln this lect-
ure the menits of these two theories.

But tht question Is : What shouid ho
the position of the Christian minister with
regard ta this vexed questioni Which view
shaîl he boldilHt cannai bald bath. But
it is, 1 îhink, levident that Lt must be ai-
lowed ta hold eiîistr. Te onte man the
former view seems dangeroas, intolerable,
Impossible. To anather the latter seemns
the giving up of revelation aitogether. il
will be admitted by aIl that thetrtend of
modern thought, the very ataiasphere afi
modern thinkIng, Is favorable te thc freer (
view. Bath views 1 presamne must ho taler-
ated-are tolerated-witbin tht Churcit. 1
Truc believers and gaod thinkers may bold t
different views. Oar Churcitdots nat define
and deniand any particular vlew o! Inspira-5
tion. "n ont Point anly site insists, an in-
spiration that will maintain tht lutegrity
and divine authority of tht Holy Sciptures.c
Tht point ta be carefaliy determined is c
what a man must necessariiy hold ln arder
reaily te believe la an inspired, authorltative
revelatIan lrom God.c

It may not bt necessary for tht mainIster pte expound vitws af'insplratian. It semas sta me that the wisesî course te arm~e Is te
filow the Unes af aur article ln the Confes- nsion af Faith whicb deciares tht Scriptares %
inspired, expaunds no thtary oi inspiration, ubat aller declaring that the Scriptures are sl"inspired ta be tht raie of faith and Il1e. ci
proceeds ýo give mesi cagent reasons for 0their authonity. 1 canceive Our Lest servIce el
ta tht Bible will be rendered, flot ln discas- vising theories ai inspiration, but la settng l
tht Scripture. farward ln thir d"Incompar.-
able exceliencles," se that theY shail vindi- F
c4te for theniselves their inspiration and 0their divine antbarity. S

Thse discucsion Is not campiettd. No wdefinition ofIinspiration bas yet been given trtbat relieves ail tht difficalties af tht case. S,Thetlime for Ibis la mot 701 came, if it lever tt:oaies. It às evident that it bas mot pieased 31fid taegve us a canon cf Scriptnres s0 de- w:ind and inspired that thtrt sisal! be no dit- Uificuity or dispute. Raîheri t bas p1ezsad

Ulm that tram lime ta lime the Scriptures
sho0uld bc thrawa mIa othe crucible af con-
travtrsy that lhey May live more fulty lu
men's minds, and that the adberlag dross of
human misconceptian miy ho parged away.
Tht present brt-ez-tsof cnitici arnwiii onlyblow
away tht chaff, flot tht whtat. Let us then
keep bright and dlear before aur people tht
proofs of tht divine origin af tht Scriptures.
Ltt us teacb them as revealing Gad ln Christ
Jesas. Let us sounfaldthemithat thtmani-
lest presence o God shal be bIt ln theai,
and we shah hbave dont aur bost bath ta
ineet tht wants afiinquiring doubters, and ta
ireshen the iaith of believers wba have ai-
ready foùnd ln them spirit, and iight, and
lire.

Modern CrniicIsm as mighî ho txpected la
txertinga cansiderabie influence on tht Tht-
aiogy ai ta-day. Let no ont suppose Ihat any
of t gret accepted. doctrines cf tiséChus-ch
will hc striausiy affecîed thertby. Ta-day
Bîblical Theolagy, flot dogmaticai, Is ln tht
ascendant. Itlsl rectivlng attention fram
tise ighesî minds. Another factoaisignific-
ance is that at present tht only recognized
scitool ai Theology ln Germany is tht
Ritschliau, WhIICh, while lreating Scripîure
from the critîcal standpoint, and looking
especiaiiy la tht mind and teaching oi
Christ as tht source ai doctrine, gives great
proininence ta tht Chrisîlan consciausuesa,
and professes ta set aside ail philasophizing
and scholasticisrn or systematizing in theol-
0gY.

Wc hear mach ta-day ai tht decay ai
Dogmatics. Wt are tld 49Sysîeaic
Theaiogy ls dead."' SurelY this Is short.
sighted. Tht great &cientia scs'entiarstm can-
flot dit. In past forms and lu present forais
it inay have many defects. Great tmatha are
being thrown lot tht sunliRht. Changes
ai forai wili taire place. But there is a
grand lime corning for tht Sysîeaiatic Tbea-
lagian. Criticism i wll have lts day and
cease la nelgn. In thé providence ai God
saine great theolagic mInd wlli bc born ln
the Ohurch who wil tairt a deepen, wider
vlew than any Seretofone, wba will relate
tht new ta thet old and hammonize and
revivif y tht wholt.

hIt s ouly in the brIefest manner possible
ltai 1 can roter ta another important sub-
ject which I have indicated as connected
with my thtnie-tht relation ai Biblicai
Criticisai ta Comparative Religion.

It Is flot mtrely tisat JI tends ta plact tht
Christian religion an a level wlth other re-ligions by tht application ai the principîtof natural developmnent. Tht Biblt must
be placed on a level wiîb aotler sacred books.
Chrlstianity becomes ont ai many religions.
We have bad a Parliamentjof Religions flotlong ago wbich bas dont mach ta give prom-
inence ta Ibis sabject. No anc will deny thatgreat advantages munst flow froni the sîndy
ai tht religioans ai tht world. Il tends ta
bring miat promintnce tht universal religi-
ons natant ai man, and niakes cdean thtwanid's need of tht religion af Christ. But
tise Christian minister munsI Axercise great
judgnxent,mast flot bc led amide hyllusions an
Ibis somewbatfascinaings:adyand mustsce
cltanly the points at Issue when -camparisan
Is made bttween etitnic religions and Chnis-
îianity, heîweeu tht Bible and ather sacred
books. Cbnistiaulty must flot be asktd ta
take ber seat as ont ai many religions.

Wt have had lectures lu claquenlt ternis
settlng forth tht praises af Hindulsai. We
bave cholce quatations froai tht Eastern
sacred books presented to us with tse qaery .Are nat these asgadas yaur Bible? I was
once tempîed b hs quotatians ta par-
chase a set ai the translations ai the Sacred
Books af the East, but was sorely disap- 1pointed, finding that quatatians made were 4but a itw grains ai wheaî ont aif.beaps af
:isaff and varse. Onte test thon 1 would pro-
pose ta yan as students. Go into.a libmary ;spend even two days loking titrongit these
Sacred Books ai tht East, and yoa wull tnever afier tbink theai worthy ta ho naaied1
witb thse Bible-and tise worst parts are. not z
transiaîed. I believe la this comparative
stady ai religions ; but tht man Who villt
consent ta put Cbnistianity on a levet wstS
îthtr rellIons even in thanghî bas deairon- t

ed a.nd degraded ber. Cbnlsîianity in ilsi
'cmv splii scharity. But beecite mnsîbe c
itoltrant. Christ is flot ta sit side by side I
rith Buddha or any otber religions reformer. f'
For Hlm tht place.la supremacy. li Jesuû eChrist Divine? Is IHt tht cniy-begatttn ISon of God ? Is 'Hetht one Savlanr af tht a
wrnd? Ii tht religion Ht foundtd tht ont I
trut religion? Or., iseHtonecai many Il
Savicuns? and Chnistianicy ane of niany n
tolerated religions? 1 aik Ibis qaesîian I
'Imply becanat it ludicales, il sceais ta me, twhere only ve can stand as ChnIstians, and '
warnsa s against a false liberaiisn,.

Ottawa, Ont.

THlE ELDRR IY F71S RELATION
l'O PASTOR AND CONVGRE-

GA TION.

DtY OMIN CANIKRON.

Tht Ideal eider naturaliy surives ta pro.
mate useful relations bttween minîster and
congrégation. TI-:ýteider knows, an aught
ta know, how lte congregation feel tawards
temr pastor, and their opinions on varions
matteis. With sucS knowiedge, be may
sometimes htip tht pastor ta avoid ihings
wbich, tbougb touching nu malter ai prie.
ciple, migt prove stambling-blocks.

A vise pastor will remember tht advct
of Lord Blacon, and, insîead ai reducing con-
sultation witb the Session ta a minimum,
wil sometimes couat bis associates vheu
ltheetcauld bc no valid graand ai censure Il
ha did flot do sa ; for lt is;mernarkablt ho,
oiten a fret discussion, fram varylng points
af view, presently makes that dlean whicb
before wascdoabîlul. It is desimablo that tht
Session an ail maliens should ho ananimous,
the eiders tisas iaiiy sbaning vith lte .minis.
ter tht rtspansibiity fan tht course adopted.

ThteIeders can often stand between the
minister and tua froquent calis for aatsidt
service. In the malter oaiaabsence from onà'
own puipit there is a golden maica. To the
right exteni, it Is ustîssi aud refreshing loi
tht minister accasionally ta go away, flot to
speak ai beneflîs tha: aiay bc cannied to
those ta wbom ho gots. But there aie
nisters visa cannot say ««No," and visose

time and services need ta bc protected by
lte iniendly reluctance ai bis feilow-members
af tht Session.

Eiders have oppartaaities ta bc usefui 10
tht minister ln apprising hlm ai signa afi'n.
terest ln divine thinga luinr.divIduai cases.
Thse minister may bc tht man ta clinch the
impressio.

Ont af the elder's dlean dalles is ta en-
courage tht minister. That minister visa
plods alang, week lu, veek oui, preaching,
Iet us say, beipiai sermons, and yet neyer
encouraged by beiog infanmcd by au eider
Ibat bis sermons have been heipfui, is de-
fraaded of bis due. The minister na Jess
than others-no less Ihan aur Lord wbea
upon earth-craves bunnan sympatby. i
shauld put il Ihat sympaîhy is as necessary
ta tise minister as light is ta the plant. A
minister is subjected ta many solicitudes,
and a constant drain apan bis ovn sympath-
les. Haw shaîl tht nIgbt balance ,in the
minister's lle be kept up uniess by thse
manifested sympathy af his peopIe, rand par-
ticuiariy ai bis assoclates a: tht Session
board? In what I have said Iam.nmot sug-
gestlng anything that savons ai flatîery.
f lattery la flot merely false, bat also foalsisb,
in that il deceives na ont. I piead not for
fiattery, but for boneat praise and encourage-
ment.
in ii relations ta lth cangregatlon, tihe

eider is apt ta Stan wbat thtpople are say-
ing, and can sometimes sarmIse, what ibey
are thinklng befare they say anytiting.
Sometimes lbey tbink appeals fan maney are
:oa many and toa sîrenuoas. Sometiits
tbey think tht minister dots flot visit enougs.
Sornetimes lhty tink Le scoids tac mach-
particularly those prescrnt for tht sins of thast
absent. Sometîmes, if lit is vorking out a
course ai sermons, t5ev may ho ready for aittle 'vatiy bofono Le la. Tn a]] thest
thlugs, judiclaus eIders could aften ail the
beansngs, and, with efforts scarceiy beyond
hboso afforded by gond will and casual op.
pontanlty, make crooked patits sîmaigt, and
rèdu:ce friction W a mininui.

EIders and managers alike sitould regard
ho gentral acctptabiity af the minister as
part ai lthé congrégation's working stock-la-
trde, and themefore as samneîhlng ta be
prmoted and increaied. Freai Ibis point
if view, lot us suppose surmeting that lsaa
ittît disagretable nteds ta ho doue, or sec

fortl-ntctssary, but dîsagrecable. Thse
eiders, or. lise eIders andmanagers, jointl,
migit cbivairously and wiscly take thé dis%
gneeable duty, sa far as lt s possible, off
te mlnister's shouiders aitogethen, assum-
lg tht respasaslbhity themstîvos ;' for, let
ne -repeat'in closlaig, the. vise congregatons,
mfe wise eIder, tht vise manager, will regard
te eencràl acetablity of tht mlnister as a
lIai art ai tht conzregation's working
:ock-in-trade.--Knox CoUtge MosthZy
London.
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