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Pastor and People.

ADVERSITY.

I kaow that Thou, O Lotd,
Of very faith:. lness

Hast caused me to be troubled thus
Is Thy compassion less ¢

Could’st Thou our Father be
And Chastisement withhold 2

Thy very pity must correct,
Thy tender mercy mould.

Where shall the saints be found
Who did Thy chastening lack,
Or where the martyrs, who endured
The flame, the sword, the tack ?

They, in their Lord’s behalf,
Held as a gift from heaven
The huly privilege of pain
To them, as followers, given.

How cowurdly, how base,
Must such as I appear,

Called to be saints like them, who yet
The smallest trial fear !

And whea I thiok of Him,
The Sufferer divine,

With whese reflected victory
The crow os of martyrs shine,

Into the dust I sink,
Dumb for my very shame,

Save when beneath His cross T plead
For pardon in His name.

Harriet McEwen Kiméal!, in Congregationalist.

THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY AND
MODERN THOUGHT—HIGHER
CRITICISM, ETC.

BY REV, W. D. ARMSTRONG, M.A., IH,D.

(Concluded from last week.)

That the modern theory of Higher Oriti-
cism as well as the trend of all modera Bib-
lical criticlsm should affect the doctrine of
Inspirationis to be expected. It will not,
however, as free thinkers are fond of averr-
‘iog, do away with it altogether. * Every
Scripture is inspired of God, and Is
profitable for doctrine,” etc, will stand.
Some of the critics speak as if their views
would oot effect the doctrine of Inspiration
atall, but when they speak in this way, we
would like very much if they would define
what they mean by inspiration. Indeed,
the Church is waiting for its teachers to
speak a strong sure word oa this question of
inspiration. We would like so much a defini-
tion that would cover all the facts of the case.
With the exception of those who bave
adopted an extreme naturalistic theory of
the origin of the Bible it is admitted by all
that the Scriptures are a divine-humau pro-
duct. “ Holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” But to
what exteut were these holy men controlled
by the Divine Spirit? To what exten, was
the truth influenced by the human medium
through which it passed? This is the cru-
clal question. This is the great battle-
ground of debate to-day. As might bz ex-
pected modern Criticism emphasises the
huinan element, and certainly does not look
with favour upon any theory of inspiration
that would proncusce the Scriptures iner-
rant, The disposition to minimize the di-
vine elemeat In wmspiration Is more danger-
ous to truth than the disposition to mini-
mize the humap, but thth extremes should
be avoided. It is clear that the true view
must give to both elements their proper
weight,

There is a theory of Tuspiration once al-
most univerrally held in our Church, and
still revered, a theory quite recently brough:
prominently under your notice by a Prince-
ton professor, one of its most distinguished
advocates. According to this theory you
ask the Scriptures themselves how they are
inspired, and they are interpreted as answer-
ing 12 the words, “plenary,” * infallible,”
* {nerrant.” When pressed by the question
what about the discrepancies and’ errors
found ip the documents, the advocates of
this theory reply, “ These are rot so numer-
ons Js some allege. They refer only to the
minima and trivialities of Scripture, With
fuller light and reference to the original
autographs they would vanish altogether.”

“ Bub," reply the advocates of another and
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freer theory, one perhaps more in sympathy
with the spirit of madern criticlgm, “'no living
man has seen or is likely to see these auto-
graphs. The autographs are myths, 3 The
oldest manuscript does not date farther
back than the tenth century. Further,
vour a@ priori theory of absolute inerrancy
and faultless perfection has led to wrong
views of the Bible and to some strange
mistake. Were there not those, who,
holding that the Bible must be perfect in
every respect, contended that its Greek
must be pure Attic Greek? God would
bave used noother. But investigation socon
proved that it was not pure Attlc Greek.
Agalin, did this theory not lead some learn-
€d men (the Buxtorfs) to maintain that the
Hebrew vowel points were insplred ? And
this view was even incorporated in the Hel-
vetic confession, But the historic fact s
that these points were inserted at a compar-
atively late date. There are many facts in
the Bible which this theory cannot cover.
Be careful, therefore, you do not postulate a
theory that facts will compel you to dis-
claim. It {sdangerous to postulate neces-
sary inerrancy in regard to minor matters of
history, sclence, etc.”

These men, and they constitute perhaps
the majority of learned divines to-day, hold
a theory of inspiration giving more freedom
to the human element. The divine inspira-
tion and superintendence do not extend to
the point of securing inerrancy in every par-
ticalar. Or, as one states the position,
they hold inerraocy of revelation but not
inerrancy of Inspiration. I am including
here only those who with admitted candour
and plety seek to maintain the Bible as the
autharitative, diviaely inspired word of God,
So over against the vlews that most of us
were grounded in as students, the view of
which Hodge and Warfield are the modern
champions, you have this one held by
German theologians (evangelical), by most
English theologians, by the Scotch theo-
logians, Bruce, Dods, Davidson, Denny,
Lindsay, etc., a view held by the reformers,
Calvin and Luther, although both sides
‘claim these,

Time would not permit, ~or would it be
expected that I shonld discuss in this lect-
ure the merits of these twe theorles,

But the questionis: What should be
the position of the Christian minister with
regard to this vexed question? Which view
shall hehold? He cannot hold both. But
itis, I think, evident that he must be al-
lowed to hold either. To one man the
former view seems dangerous, intolerable,
impossible. To another the latter seems
the giving up of revelation altogether. It
will be admitted by all that the trend of
modera thought, the very atmosphere of
modern thinking, is favorable to the fraer
view. Both views I presume must be toler-
ated—are tolerated—within the Church,
True believers and good thinkers may hold
different views. Oar Churck does not define
and demand any particnlar view of inspira-
tion. "o one point only she inslsts, an in.
spiration that will maintain the integrity
and divine authority of the Holy Scriptures.
The point to be carefully determined is
what a man mnst necessarily hold in order
really to believe in an inspired, authoritative
revelation from God.

It may uot be necessary for the minister
to expound views of inspiration. It seeras
to me that the wisest course to parsue Is to
follow the lines of our article in the Confes-
sion of Faith which declares the Scriptures
inspired, expounds no theory of inspiration,
bat after declarlng that the Scriptures are
*‘inspired to be the rule of faith aod life,”
proceeds .0 give most cogent reasons for
thelr authority, I concelve our best service
to the Bible will be zendered, not in discus-
sing theories of inspiratlon, but in setting
the Scriptures forward in thejr ¢ incompar-
able excellencles,” so that they shaill vindi-
cate for themselves their insplration and
their divine authority.

The discucslon is not completed. No
definition of inspiration has yet been given
that relleves all the difficulties of the case,
The time for this is not yet come, if it ever
comes, It isevident that it has not pleased
God to give us & canon of Scriptares so de-
fined and inspired that there sball be no dif-
ficulty or dispute, Rather, it bas plezsad
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Him that from tims to time the Scriptures
should be throwa into the crucible of con-
troversy that they may live more fully in
men’s minds, and that the adberlng dross of
human misconception may be purged away.
The present braezasof criticlsm willonlyblow
away the chafl, not the wheat. Lst us thea
keep bright and clear before our people the
proofs of the divine orlgln of the Scriptures.
Let us teach them as revealing God in Christ
Jesus, Let us so unfold them that the mani-
fest presence of God shall be felt in them,
and we shall bave done our best both to
meet the wants of {oquiring doubters, and to
freshen the falth of bellevers who have al-
ready found in them spirlt, and light, and
life.

Modera Criticism as might be expected is
exertinga considerable influence on the The-
ology of to-day. Let no one suppose that any
of the great accepted dactrines of thé Church
will be seriously affected thereby. To-day
Biblical Theology, not dogmatical, is in the
ascendant, Jt is receiving attention from
the highest minds. Aunother fact of signific.
ance is that at present the only recognized
school of Theology in Germany is the
Ritschlian, which, while treating Scripture
from the critlcal standpoint, and looking
especially to the mind and teaching of
Christ as the source of doctrine, glves great
prominence to the Christian consciousuess,
and professes to set aside all philosophizing
and scholasticisni or systematizing in theol.
ogy.

We hear much to-day of the decay of
Dogmatics. We are told *Systematic
Theology is dead.” Surely this Is short-
sighted.  The great scientia scientiarum can-
unot die. In past forms and ib present forms
it may have many defects, Groeat truths are
being thrown into the sunlight. Changes
of form will take place. But there is a
grand time coming for the Systematic Theo-
logian, Criticism will have its day and
cease to reign. In the providence of God
some great theologic mind will be born in
the Church who will take a deeper, wider
view than any heretofore, who will relate
the new to the fold ard harmonize and
revivify the whole.

It is only in the briefest manner possible
that I canrefer to another important sub.
ject which 1 have indicated as connected
with my theme—the relation of Biblical
Criticism to Comparative Religion.

It is not merely that it tends to place the
Christian religion on a level with other re.
ligions by the application of the principle
of natural development. The Bible must
be placed on a level with other sacred books,
Christianity becomes one of many religlons,
We have had a Parliament]of Religions not
long ago which has done much to give prom-
inence to this subject. No one will deny that
great advaotages must flow from the study
of the religions of the world. It tends to
bring into prominence the unlversal religi-
ous pature of man, and makes clear the
world’s need of the religion of Chrlst, But
the Christian mlnister must axercise great
judgment,must not be led asidebyillusionson
this somewhat fascinating study,and mustsee
clearly the points at issue when ‘comparison
is made between etboic religions and Chris-
tianity, between the Bible and other sacred
books. Christlanity must not be asked to
take her seat as one of many religions,

We have had lectures in eloquent terms
setting forth the praises of Hinduism. We
have choice quotations from the Eastern
sacred books presented to us with the query :
Are notthese as good asyour Bible? ‘I was
once tempted by these quotations to pur-
chase a set of the translations of the Sacred
Books of the East, but was sorely disap-
pointed, finding that quotations made were
but a few grains of wheat out of ‘heaps of
chaff and worse, One test then I would pro-
pose to you as studeats, Go into.a library ;
spend even two days looking through these
Sacred Books of the East, and you will
aever after think them worthy to ba named
with the Bible—and the worst parts are. not
translated. I -believe in this comparative
study of religlons ; but the man who will
consent to put Christianity on a leva! with
other religions even in thought has dethron-
ed end degraded her. Christianity in its
very splrit is charity. But here che must be
intolerant. Chtist is not to sit side by side
with Buddha or any other religlous reformer,
For Him the place.is supremacy. Is Jesus
Christ Divine? Is He the only-begotten
Sonof God? Is°He the one Saviour of the
world? 1Is thereligion He founded the one
true religion? Or, is. He one of many
Savicurs? and Christlanity one of many
tolerated religions? 1 ask this question
simply because it indicates, it seems to me,
where only we can stand as Christians, and
warns us agalnst a false liberalism.

Ottawa, Oxst,
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THE ELDER IN HIS RELATION
70 PASTOR AND CONGRE-
GATION.

BY JOHN CAMERON.

The Ideal elder naturally strives to pro '
mote useful relations between minister and @
congregation. Thz elder knows, or ought §
to know, how the congregation feel towards K
thelr pastor, and their opinions on varlous §
matters. With such knowledge, he may
sometimes help the pastor to avoid things §
which, though touching no matter of prio. |}
clple, might prove stumbling-blocks. .

A wise pastor will remember the advice §
of Lord Bacon, and, lastead of reduclog cao.
sultation with the Sesslon to a minimum, §
will sometimes consult his associates whep §
there could be no valld ground of censure if
he did not do so; forit is remarkable how §
often a free discussion, from varyiog points §
of view, presently makes that clear which
before was doubtful, Itis desirable that the B
Session on all matters should be unanimous, §
the elders thus fally sharing with the minis. K
ter the responslbility for the course adopted, §

The elders can often stand between the
mivister and too frequent calls for outside §
service., In the matter of absence from one's §
own pulpit there is a golden mean. To the
right extent, it is usefu] and refreshing for B
the minister occasionally to g0 away, not to §
speak of benefits that may be carrled to §
those to whom he goes. But there ae s
ministers who cannot say *“ No," and whose §
timeand services need to be protected by ¢
the friendly reluctance of his fellow-members ]
of the Sesslon,

Elders have opportunities to be useful to
the minister in apprising him of signs of in- @
terest in divine things in individual cases. f§
The minister may be the man to clinch the
impression.

Oane of the eldet’s clear dutles isto en
courage the minister. That minister who
plods along, week in, week ont, preaching, B
let us say, helpfol sermons, and yet never 8
encouraged by being informed by an elder
that his sermons have been helpful, is de. B
frauded of his due, The minister no Jess B
than others—no less than our Lord whes
upon earth—craves human sympathy, |
should put it that sympathy is as necessary "
to the minister as light is to the plaat, 4 §
minister is subjected to many solicitudes,
and a constant drain upon his own sympath- i
ies. How shall the right balauce .in the }
minister’s life be kept up unless by the J§
mauifested sympathy of his people, and par- §
ticularly of his associates at the Session
board ? In what I have said I am.not sug- §
gesting anything that savors of flattery.
Flattery is not merely false, but also foolish,
In that it deceives uo one. I plead not for §
flattery, but for honest praise and encourage:
ment. ' . !
In his relations to tbe congregation, the
elder is apt to hear what the people are say-
ing, and can sometimes surmise what they

are thinklng befors they say anything
Sometimes they think appeals for money are
too many and too strenuous. Sometimes
they think the minister does not visit enough.
Sometimes they think he scolds too much—
particularly those present for the sins of those
absent. Sometimes, if he is working outa
course of sermons, they may be ready for a
lHutle variety before he is, In all thess
thiugs, judicious elders could. often oil the
bearings, and, with efforts scarcely beyond
those afforded by good will and casual op-
portanity, make crooked paths straight, and
reduce friction to'a mininum.

Elders and managers alike should regard
the general acceptability of the minister as
part of the congregation’s working stock-lo-
trade, and therefore as something to be
promoted and increased. From this poiot
of view, let us suppose something that is &
little disagzeeable needs to be done or st
forth—uecessary, but disagreeable, The
elders, or_the elders and managers. joiatly,
might chivalrously and wisely take the dis-.
agreeable duty, so far as it is possible, off
the minister’s shoulders altogether, assum-
ing the responsibility themselves ; for, let
me repeat in closing, the. wise coogregation,
the wise elder, the wise manager, will regard
the general acceptability of the minister ass
vital part of the congregation’s workiog
stock-ia-trade.~Knox College Monthly

London,



