May 1t, 1895.]

Iy settled, that the whole Psalter is to be
retained as part of the Book of Praise.”
It was further reported that twenty-two
Presbyteries desired the addition of some
aew versions of the Psalms, and eleven
favoured the selections, and a motion was
carned to include both new versions and
celections, in addition to the whole Psalter.
Au amendment favoriog the addition of new
and improved versions, but opposing the
selections as a needless repetition, was voted
down. Suach a vote seemed to some, per-
haps, & very extraordinary one. And yet
there was meaniog ln it. It brings upa
mauer well worth consideting. The selec:
uons offered a number of verbal amend
ments that would greatly improve the metre
without impairing the meaning. And to
vole against the selections was to vote
agaiust these improvements. Oa the other
hand the vote for the selections indicated
«ﬁlhat many would prefer the repetitions
“rather than do without the verbal emenda-
Jucns. Now, is there not a better course
than either of these open to the Church?

N

5

=p {ll does seem a pity to miss the advantage

Yof these verbal emendations, and at the
-isame time it does seemy * mecessary aod
andesirable”’ to bave so many repetitions.

| iWould it not be better to drop the selections,
. #relain the new and improved versions, sub-

{stitute the improvements suggested in the
stlections— such as are improvements—in
" 1place of the forms now in use, and com-
‘Iplete the revision of the Psalter so far as to

2{mend the limping feet, remove the rough-
 ‘fnesses or harshnesses in metre, get rid of
* “"*tion ”’ as two syllables, drop the**e” out
“%of commandments, and so on? The
;3 Charch desires to retain the whole Psalter,

tRgbut is surely oot wedded to the meore

k- $words"—the harshnesses, redundancies,
misplaced accent, limping feet, and all such
‘tdefects. Note a few of the verbal smenda-
E.-juon suggested in the selections::

- (1) pPSaLM 11, 6.

**1et, notwithstanding, 1 have him

To be my King appointed,
4od over Zion, my holy hill,

I bave him King anointed,”

*Yet 1 my Kiog appointed have
Updo my boly hill ;
On Zion mount his throne is set,
Established by my will.”
(2) PsALM XX1V, 2.
3" For the foundation therefore,”
41schanged toc—
*For the foundations of the same.™
4 Aod verse five :—
*Hle from the Eternal shall teceirc
The blessing him upon,
And righteousness, even from the God
Of his saleation.”
tAsamended . —
-1 " This is the man who shall receive
The blessing from the Lotd,
The God of his salvation shall
Him rightcousness accord,”

(3) rsaLm xxxiv. 5.

VR
-] “They Jooked to him and lightened were ;

Not ashamed were their faces.
This poor man cricd, God heard, and saved
Him from all his distresses.”

f Asamended :—

21 “They looked to him and lightened were ;

Their faces were not shaned 5
This poor man cried, God heard, and him
From all distress redecmed.”
1IN BSATV T NVNIY

1 Wbn passing througb Baca's vale,”

¢ J Is changed to :—

£} Who asthey pass through Baca’s vale.”
IN PSALM Cnl.

' Ofhis most just commandements.”

Ischapged to :—
'} * Ofhis commandmeats just and good.”

IN PSALM CAXN.
Ao picticuus redemption,

s I Jaoged to .—

M
B3 ' Fedemption also pleateous.”

Andso on. These are only a few samples.
Z A 8§ sitaiy mprove the smooihness.
k1 27" °f*5e Tsalms are to be preserved to the
5 Cbareb in the service of praise, the sconer

i sich emendations are effected the better.
B3 2bere ies op my table a copy of the Psalter
3 5td by (ke U.P. Church of North America.
% ;y sse only the Psaims .o their prase,

W *khey bave given much altect.un to re-

& visino of the version we use, and have ia-

i:lu:‘cd a large numbaer of other versions.
1‘n my next, some of the emendations they
_ n:;tdnmuc i the vetsion we use may be

ed.

. B.

Iscbanged to :— .

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

700 TAME AJPEALS.

—

MR. EbIiTor,—Your appeals to the
Church are, it se2ms to me, by far too tame.
Never was there a crises in our Church like
the present ; never was Home Mission work
carried on with greater economy ; never was
a committee more competent for its work or
morecarnest in its eflorts than the Home
Mission Committee of our Church. By
voice and pen they bave done what they
could. Yet there we are, in debt to the ex
tent of fully $10,000. Some ministers, I feel
certain, are shirking their duty T caunot
bring myself to believe that Presbyterians, so
noted abtove all other denomioations for
their generosity, are going to force our com
mittee to stop the extension of their worlk by
witholding the supplies. They will notdo
50 if it is made clear to them that the money
is needed at once. Let ministers giveno
uncertain sound on the state of aftiirs. He
ought not to be in the ministry who rannot
feel for his brethren in the Northwest, and
he must be very indifferent to our Lord's
command to go into all the world aud
preach the gospel to every creature who can
throw Dr. Robertson’s appeat in the waste
basket and never let it see the light of day
Let that letter be read before all our con-
gregations and mission stations. Let it be
distinctly understood that our glorious Re-
deemer is callipg for help in the battle
against the Mighty. Ah' what rejricing,
what merry chuckling there must be among
the powers of darkness when they know
that the Presbyterian Church has been
obliged to cry a halt. And shall it beso?
Shall a single standard bearer be called
back? Shall a single fisld remaip unoccu-
pied? Men and women of our Church,
what do you say? Christ's interests are
coming in collision with your worldly inter-
ests and the one or the other must suffer,
which will it be? Sincerely hoping and
carnestly praying that when Dr. Re=id clnses
his accounts at the end of April be may find
a balance o. the right side,

1 am, yours, etc.,
G. MCARTHUR
Cardinal, April 22ad, 1893.

CHURCH EXTENSION 4 NECES-
SITY.

The following extracts from a letter re-
ceived from one of our missionaries shows
the necessity of church extension, and the
good that may be done by the right man.
Names for reasons that the extracts wll
suggest are suppressed. The missionary
says :—

“ This mission is comprised of a group
ofislands, on which are now settled 54
familiss and 60 young men. The group
was occopied asa mission in July, 1894,
there being no other missionary in the dis-
trict. On oneisland,a halt was gladly of-
fered by the people for divine service. On
a neighboring island we got the use of the
school Louse for public worship. At both
these places we have been able to get the
use of an organ. On one island, however,
a formidable barrier presented itself in the
shape of  free thought ;" Iheard it wasa
kind of petin this conntryandso I letit alone.
Another sad evil was the bold desecration
of the Sabbath ; with many it was simply a
day for sports. A number also objected to
payiog a salary to any minister. These dit-
ficulties have been gradually overcome, and
now the attendarnce is large and increasiog.
Those who were most given to * free
thought ” are now the most regular at
service, the full amount of salary is provided
for acd the prevailing sentiment shows a de-
cided disapproval of any work or sports on
the Lord’s Day. At — a Sabbath school
was started with an average attendance of
13, a Bible class class has since been added.

“From this point I go ‘o the second
preaching place—4 miies by iand and three
by water. We bave Sabbath School and
Bible Class at two, and the szrvice at three
p. m. There was no opposition hers kom
the start. There are only three Presbyter-

ian familles and one communicaot. The
Anglicans are largely in the majority—the
attendance from the begitning was good
and has oot diminished. The Sabbath
School s larger than at—— aund it is
self.supporting. A deeper spiritual interest
also is manifested. Temperance work has
been very encouraging, all the young men
who used to patroniz# the saloon have taken
the pledgze and so fatr they have been true to
their olL.igation. We bave a (hoit, and the
people give their moral and financial sup.
port to a commendable way.

* At the third point ate about ;u persons
who mught attend service, but the most of
them belong to other churche.. There are
several bresbytetians among them, four of
whom are communicants. As yet we have no
Sabbath School, the children bewng small,
aod the roads rough. As stated, no other
Church occupied this district, and trom the
first we had the hearty co-operation and
support of members of othet denominations.
The Presbytenar Church bhas gota hold,
and I believe it is here to stay and grow. I
nad 1t possible to ser all of my people once
1n wwo months, Generally speaking, the
people are poor, being mostly beginners,
but very anxious to be withia sound of the
gospel. Settlers are moving in and the
misston 1s bound to grow."”

Shall the Church refuse to eanter upon
work 10 such a district as this, or shall we
go wn and possess wherever God gives an
opemog. The answer to the question must
be determined largely by the revenae at the
disposal of the Home Mission Commt-
tee. J.R.

REV. JOUN MMACTAVISH, D D.

The following particulars of the early
lite and history of Rev. John MacTavish,
D.D., of lnverness, Scotland, who is still so
well remembered, and held in such honor
in our Church in Canada, will be of interest
to his many friends. They bave been coz-
densed from the Oban Telegrapl, of March
1st, 1893. *

Dr. MacTavish was born in 1816 in Jura,
his father being Rev. Archibald MacTavish
of the parish of Kildalton, ia Islay. His
mother was a daughter of the Rev. John
MacFarlane, minister of Kilbrandon. Her
grandfather, on her mother's side, was the
Rev. James Stewart, Moulip, in Perth,
who was again grandson of the Rev. James
Stewart, Killin, who translated the New
Testament into Gaelic from the Greek, io
1767, and great grandson ofthe Rev. Colin
Campbell, Achnaba, minister of Ardchattan,
tkan whom 1o his own day there was not a
man in Scotland as learned. He wrote a
number of Latin letters on abstruse treatises
to Sir Isaac Newton, Leibintz and other
famous scholars. He was clerk to the Pres-
bytery of Lorn for sixty years, and died in
1726, There is not another parish in Scot-
land so famous in Highland history as Kil-
dalton in Islay.

In this parish may still be seen standing
the ruins of the ancient castle of Dun-Naom-
haig, the stronghold of the MacDonalds of
the Isles. Three hundred years ago Hector
MacTavish was a farmer in Curiabas, and
Donald MacTavish a farmer in Ardlarach,
so that for that time the MacTavishes bave
beaen large farmers in Islay.

Dr. MacTavich entered the University of
Glasgow whea thirteen, and nine years after
was licensed to preach the gospel by the
Presbytery of Islay and Jura. He first went
to Ardsamurchan ; from there to Kinloch,
Kallicherran, as a missionary, and a year
after to Lochgilphead. From there be went
to Brodick, Arran, where he remained till
the winter of 1845. In November of that
year he accepted a call to Ballachulish, onthe
condition that when an opening owcurred
for him to go abroad he might do so as he
had set his heart upon this. In 18335 be
spent seven montbs in Canada, as a delegate,
visiting congregations from Prince Edward
island, Nova Scotia, and as far west as
Lake Maron. In 1832 he accepied a cail
to Killean in Kintyre, where he married
Miss Elizabeth Russell. In 1853 heleft and
set sail for Australia, but atter several de-
lays, and 2ac breakiog out of fever and
smali-pox among .the emigrants of whom
there were oine hondred on boatd, and tak
ing the infection himself, he returned bome,
and after a year came to Canada where bis
labours and the high place he held wm the
couasels of the Charch are weit knowa and
still well-remembesza.
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Christian Endeavor,

How ¢cd4y WE ENDEAVORERS
HELI OUR CHURCH ¢

BY REV. W, S, MCLAVISH, 1.D., ST. GEORGR.

May seih =1, Cor. xu1. +-37.

More than once has it been intimate.
that this column 15 not for pastors but fus
Endeavorers. We do not feel competent
to teil pastors how they can best utilizs the
Eoadeavor forces, but we would like to
whisper «o the ears of Eadeavorers them-
selves that we know of no beuer way of
heiping the Church than by being faunhful
to the pledge. Tnat pledge is wonderfully
comprehensive. It covers practically the
whole fieid of Chnistian duty. We have,
pethaps, very lutle idea how far-reaching
would be the effects either upon us or upon
others «f we observed faithfully and coa-
suentiously all that is suggested by that
pledge.

1f we do whatever we believe our Lord
Jesus Chrst would bhave us do, we caonot
fail to bwld up a beaatiful, attractive,
symraetnical Christian characeer. If a con-
gregation 1s composed of members of this
stamp, 1t must certainly be a power for good
in a community, and it will attract into 1ts
membership, not those who are sordid, and
worldly, bat thuse, and only those, whom
the grace of God has touched. If, co the
other nand, Endeavorers will persist o do-
ing what their own conscience condemns,
and what Jesus cannot approve, the moral
tone of the community, that takes its pitch
from them, will be lowered. The congre-
gation which lives at a “ poor dying rate,”
will draw to itself those who, while perhaps
outwardly decent and respectable, have
never yielded to th: gracious operaticas of
the Spint, and who bave never looked with
the longing eye of faith to Jesus as Sawviour.

One of the most eminent of living
preachers has said, ¢ Historically, it has al-
ways been the case, that, in God's Church,
seasons of expaasion have followed seasons
of deepened spiritual life on the part of His
people. And the only kind of growth which
is wholesome and to be desired in the Caris-
tian community is growth as a consequence
of the revived righteousness of the individ-
uals who make up the community.”

In Acts ii. 47 (zevised version), we read,
‘* And the Lord added to them: day by day,
those that were beiog saved.” No wonder.
Look at the character of those who com-
posed the Church then. They were kind,
generous, loving, regular in their attend-
ance upon the public ordinances of God's
House, careful in the observance of private
religious duties—in a word, they did what
they thought Corist desired them to do.
We need not, therefore, be surprised that
the Lord added to that Church, neither nesd
we be astonished to learn that those who
were added were ‘‘ those who were being
saved.” .

if, then, Endeavorers make it & rele of
life to pray, and to read the Bible every
day, if they conscientioucly do whatever
they think Christ desires them to do, they
cannot fail to help their Church, for the
body which is composed of such members,
will receive a blessing from above 3 bless-
ing which makes rich, and which is accom-
panied by no sorrow.

The pastor who is sarrounded by such
a band of praying Eandeavorers, and whose
Church is enlarging through the ingather-
ing of such ex~ellent material, will certainly
preach with great cothusiasm and eftective-
aess, Those members who are not pledged
Endeavorers wili realize the importance of
liviag near to Chust, and of taking a maore
decided stand against what is questionable
and for whatever is pare, aoble and Christ-
wke , the chadren of the Sabbath schooi
will be auracted by the carnestness and by
the beauty of the lives around them ; even
thcse who are opealy protane and defiant
will be inclined to speak with bated breath.



